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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study the
characteristics of the indigenous plants, their roles on the way of
living of the people in the community, and to study the factors
which affect the existence and disappearance of the indigenous
plants in the community. The study used qualitative research
approachs. The area of study has been specifically selected for one
village in Mae-Cham district of Chiang-Mai Province. The study took
three months from March-May 1993.

The results of the study indicated that 168 varities of
indiginous plants in the studied cummu.siiy nave been used by tLhe
local people in various forms. Those plants are to be classified
into 4 forms : by characteristics, by area of origin, by properties
and by utilities. These indigenous plants have important roles and
values for ways of living in wmany aspects; for example, health and
hygienic value such as food plants, flavouring and medicinal
herbs. For religious and local cultural values, the plants havehbeen

used for paying respect to Bhuddha’s image and for other ceremonial



beliefs such as to expel bad luck, to axtend one’s own age and to
cerebrate newly harvested rice to be kept in the rice barn. Im*
addition the plants are also used in local tradition such as
Songkran Festival and Yipeng Festival. The economical value of the
indigenous plants is that it can be sold for income such as a plant
of the family Euphorbiaceae and plants that can be used in other
forms. Looking at its envirommental values some indigenous planis
can hold water bank to prevent soil erosion. Besides, having
ceremonies about farming spirit will help enhance the
environmental conservation. Finally the art and beauty value of the
plants can be seen from the design on masonry work of the Bhuddhist
temple decoration, some can be seen on the woven cloth designs. The
factors concerning the decrease and disappearance of indigenous
plants are the ~change of agricultural productive method, the
increase of population, road building and electrification, district
main road construction and the acceptance of western medical
treatment, while as, ignores the importance of indigenous medicinal
plants. Some plants can still be existent in the community
depending on various factors as the existence of local culture,
tradition and ceremonies, the existence of consuming culture,
the outstanding of indigenous plants and having the experienced

persons on the plants in the community.

Recommentation for the furture studies of the indigenous
plants should be botanical, nutritional, historical, social and
cultural. Moreover, there should be expansion for extension and
public promotion on the adventage of indigenous plants. One of the
important things is to survey and collection the plants as well “as
to éware of conservation and breeding of plants which will be our

future indigenous botanical heritage.
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