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PREFACE

The Encyclopedia of Old Folk Toys was composed and published as a result of the
publcation of the Encyclopedia of Old Folk Utensils as Found in the Lower Northern
Provinces of Thailand commemoraling His Majesty King BHUMIBOL ADULYADEJ the Greal’s
fifth cycle birthday anniversary, 1987, - While traveling to collect the information on the oid folk utensils,
I was lold by some elder people aboul their experiences concerning toys, and I found some toys
whick 1 had never seen before.  These were an inspiration 1o seek more knowledge for my own
benetit and in turn for the public. Moreover, Sgt.Dr. THAWI BURANAKHET, a scholar of
the Institute for Study and Research on the Culture of the Lower Northem Provinces, Srinakharinwirot
University al Phitsanulok, (now the Research and Development Institute of Naresuan University),
slarted 1o collect some folk toys in his private museum. Dr. THAWI himself is a resource of
knowledge and has dedicated himself 10 sharing this knowledge with all. 1 was, thus, inspired
1o work on the Encyclopedia of Old Folk Toys by defining each one, the trails of invention,
the dame and its development:

The Thai folk toys are the cultural materials reflecting the living conditions of Thai people
in the past.  Financial suppert from government and private sectors helped complete this research
and must be regarded as one of the mos! significant ways in conserving the folk culture through
writing about it for the younger generations to study in the future.

I would like to thank Lt.Dr. PRACHAKSHA SAISAENG who provided general advice,
Miss SOMSI INGKHANINAN who franslated from Thai into English, Dr. MARY SARAWIT
who ediled the English version, Mr. PRATHUM MOPHUNAG, Mrs. RATANA SUKSENA,
Mr. SURASAK KONPHRAI, Mrs. SOMSUAN MANKHONG and Mr. KLAILERT NAMNIT
whe coordinated the materials and look photographs.

Moreover, thanks is expressed 1o my wife, DARA KHRUTMUANG and my two sons,
DITHAWUT and DITHANON, who motivaied me (0 accomplish this work. Finally, 1 thank
the publishing company (hat did the job as you see now

\SMM’IAAA;Q

(Mr. Sanom Khrulmuang)
Chairperson, the Commilee for the Encyclopedia of the Old Folk Utensil Project
NARESUAN UNIVERSITY
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

KRADING KAMPU ( ﬂia‘:ﬁdﬁ’?&ly)

The leg was tied with a string and inserted in the claw with a space for the leg 1o move when the wind
windy. It was usually hung for a baby in the cradle 10 look at. or hung in some other places.
Some villagers called it PU KRADING {crab bell).

Usually it was hung in the HANG-NA (field cottage) because some land crabs in 1he rice
fields had big claws and ruined Ihe young rice planis of (he rice plants that were seeding.  Farmers
had to watch their rice fields closely. In the day time, the crabs came up from the waler becausc
the waler gol hol.  Farmers caughl them 10 make some (ood because the crab claw meatl was
very good.  Children loved this meat.  They had to break the claw or pull the meat out of the claw.
Then they had emply claws 10 make the bells (or children, or 10 lisien 10 when il was windy.

Construction: A big empty claw was used as a bell with a leg used as the striking part.
The leg was tied with a string andinserted in the claw with a space for the leg 10 move when the wind
blew. A piece of a palm leaf was tied either on 1op of the bell, or at the tip of the leg. 1l helped
move the bell more when it was windy. If there were a few bells like this hanging when ihe
wind blew, a pleasant sound in chorus occurred.  The bells on the temple rool might come from
the same principle.

11
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOVYS

KRABOK RABOET (A3&UaNIiIA)

KRABOK RABOET (a pipe explosive] was a [olk 1oy made by the boys and male
teenagers rom a bamboo slem loaded wilh lighter fuses which bursl with a loud noise. I was
played during TRUT THAI (a Thai tradition on the Thai New Year’'s eve) ceremony.

A burst with a loud noise could be made by siriking the fuse gas, hilting (he bamboo
siems, using explosive bamboo pipes and gun shooting. Villagers believed that they had 10
make a loud noise early in the mormning during the TRUT THALI tradition which always starled on
Ihe 14th waning day of the 5th lunar month fill the (st waxing day of the 5th funar month.  The
TRUT THALI tradition was continued wilh the Songkran (New Year} festival on which villagers
offered a lot of food and something else 10 the monks.  There was a food competition in cooking
KHANOM-CHIN NAM-YA (Thai noodle with ground fish curry), NAM-PHRIK (another kind ol
curry 10 put on the Thai noodle). and KHAQO-NIEO-DAENG {a Thai dessert made of slicky rice
wilth coconut milk and brown sugar). While adults gol up early in the morning to prepare Ihe
food, the voung and old men would play KRABOK RABOET, siriking the gas fuses, or firing
some guns. Those loud noiscs were meant to chase out all kinds of house spirils 10 1he ncarby
temples so the spirils would get the merits offered by their relatives.  Those merits were believed
to help them 1o be reborn.

Some people comment that the results of making such merits provided a chance for
villagers to ry their muzzle-loading guns wilthout being arrested.  in a Thai lilerary work NIRAT
DOEN SI (Poern of the 4ih Lunar Month). it mentions aboul the shooting tradition on the TRUT THAI
iradilion as follows:

Upon the fourth lunar month is the new TRUT

Unable o find my love as desired

Noisy firing. shooting and bursting heard

All around the compound ol 1he palace.

Belore making the KRABOK RABOET, villagers say that they had made RABOET
MAI-PHAI (a bamboo explosive) by using a shorl bamboo siem with 2 joinis at bolh ends.
The upper joint had a small hole made 10 pour in some waler, then the hole was closed tightly.
Then il was burned uniil the steam made il bursl with a loud noise. Later when villagers knew
how 10 use canned charcoal gas 10 make lights at night, or to find fish and frogs. they uscd gas
charcoal 10 make explosives.

Construction: A big size SISUK bamboo stem. about 3-4 joints long, was smoolhed
oulsidc and small holes were made at ils lower part.  All the inside joints were removed wilh
some 10ols.  The only joint left was the last joint.

Game: The bamboo stem was placed far from home because it was very noisy. It was
set on the ground at a 45 degree angle. [t was then filled with gas charcoal and water. The
gas charcoal would boil with the water. Then fire was put into the opening and it exploded.
The lower part of the siem was shaken so thal the lower gas charcoal kept on exploding uniil it was
burned up.

we no longer see (he KRABOK RABOET or the RABOET MAI PHAI because people
have siopped playing wilh them and they will finally disappear.

14
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

KLONG KING (A@aJy)

KLONG KING [means a small drum wilh side strings) was a musical toy thal sounded
like a KHIM (a percussion instrument of Chinese origin, constructed on a similar principle 10 the
piano and played wilh two sticks) and a PHIN (vina or lyre).

Il was made of a big and fal bamboo sicm, with 2 strings of cords made from the siem
iself on the 2 sides. It was considered a musical mstrument for children, easily made of a hig
and fal bamboo stem between (wo joints.  Sometimes a [ew bamboo stems were used (0 meke
a set of KLONG KING drums.

Construction: A fresh, long and big bamboo siem was selected.  The high or low
sound depended on the size of each stem: if it was shorl and small, the sound would bce a high
pitch.  After being cut fresh, the bamboo siem would be cut f{or the lengih between two joints.
The stem was then smoothed wilh one side much decper than the other.  This deeper side would
be aboul 3-5 cms. wide and would be used as the face of the musical toy.  Right in the middle
ol the stem, a square holc was made 1o vibrale Ihe bealing sound. — Aflcr the slem was smoolhed
and the hole was made. a sharp knife with a pointed end was uscd 10 make 2 striings beside the
squarc hole by digging the strings out of the bambaoo 1exiure.  Bamboo wedges or shims or MON
ipillow) were made 1o insen both ends of the bamboo sinngs — These wedges or shim or MON
would sieeich the sirings.  Then the bamboo sticks were made 1o heal the sinngs 1o make the
sound. A low or high tune could be nyade by adjusling the size of the hole on the drum (KLONG
KING) face.

Game: This 10y was plaved withr other musical 1oys or instruments like cans. cocontut
shells. pots and jars that people had left around after using.  Bovs always acled as musicians
or singers.  And it somie girls paricipated, they would dance imitating the local folk dancing.

" -y '_'jil
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

KLONG NANG KoP (NA89A#yN1)

KLONG NANG KOP (a drum made ot a {rog skin) was a musical toy for children to
play for fun, made of frog skin. 1t might originate from other kinds of local drums like KLONG YAO
{along drum), KLONG LI-KE (a drum used mosily in playing folk drama LI-KE) or KLONG PLAIN
(another kind of local drum used mosily to call the monks for meals). Those local drum faces
were made of buffalo, cow or tiger skin.  The frame was always made of hardwood with unlimited
sizes. but the wood should be holiow 10 be easier to make the frame. From the local method
of making drums, the parents, relatives or even the children themselves developed the KLONG
NANG KOP.

The frogs were easily found, especially in the rainy season. When it began 10 rain and
Ihe fields were flooded. villagers would hear the frogs’ sound. Villagers caught them for food
orforsale.  Butin summer, frogs stayed only in deep holes and they were called KOP-CHAM-SIN.
When villagers and children went out 10 caich frogs, they had a tool called KHO (a hook) or
KHO YAE KOP or KHO DUNG KOP (a hook 10 pull or draw out the frogs from the holes). They
used thid hook 10 put into a hole. When it fouched d frog which was soft, the hook would be
twisted.  The sharp and curved end of the hook would pierce the frog. when the hook was
pulled out, the frog would be on il. If the hook was put into a crab hole, it would touch something
hard. 1f it was put inio a snake hole, the snake would curl around the hook. These indications
tell the villagers what they will get from each hole.  Villagers also notice the opening of each hole
1o identify if it is a frog or a crab. I it is a shinning opening, it is a frog hole. The crab hole has
a muddy opening.  And sometimes, crabs and frogs live in the same hole.

The frogs from the holes were usually big and good for making soup with herbs and
lime or stir fried with chillies and basil leal. Some people pulled the skin off and used the skin
10 make the drums KLONG NANG KOP.

Construction: A big irog skin was used (0 cover the Iwo ends of a shorl bamboo
stem without a joint.  Then the skin was pulied until it was fully siretched and a string or a rubber band
was used 10 tie it tighlly.  Some people used both sides of the drum faces by atlaching a siring
and a weight right in the middle of the bamboo stem. When the stem was swung, the weight
would hit the drum faces left and right and make the sound like that of KLONG PONG PAENG
(@ small drum that makes sound on both sides by the weight hung from the middle part of the
drum).

This KLONG NANG KOP was used with a stick to beat on it.  Children would sel up
a small musical band on the ground floor of a house or under a shade tree. Besides KLONG
NANG KOP, the other musical instruments might be cans. coconut shells or old tin or aluminium
pois and pans. They beal or made sound on those musical 10ys for itheir own enlerfainment.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

KA cHom (RETN)

KA CHOM was a kind of headgear used by children when they played LI-KE or drama.

Al a village or temple fair, children always walched LI-KE and learned how 10 play it.
They later acted it out among themselves.  The KA CHOM was the imitation of the LI-KE headgear,
but it was a litlle dilferent because it could be worn. Il was lied up on the top by bamboo sirips
so it could be worn as protection from the sun.

The elders said the KA CHOM was worn by 1he nonleading aclors and actresscs, while
lhe real headgear in the LI-KE performance was worn by the actors and actresses of high rank
or the leading ones.

The KA CHOM was also worn in the performance of LA-KHON CHATRI or LA-KHON
KAE-BON which was the Thai folk dancing offered at a lemple or at a sacred shrine. In this
performance, actors and actresses danced in pairs, about 5 pairs or 5-10 people in a group. They
were dressed up and waited 10 be hired by people who came 10 the lemple or Ihe shrine and
wanled 1o offer entertainment 10 the spirils or gods.  These people believed (hal they got success
or prosperity from the inspiration from those spirils or gods and they wanled to return their gratitude
by offering the LA-KHON CHATRI entertainment.  Some of the performers wore the KA CHOM
made of cloth embroidered with gold and silver linsel.  Childrén (hen imitaled the KA CHOM
used by the LI-KE and LA-KHON KAE-BON by using leaves instead.

consfruction: A few large mango leaves were each folded in quariers.  They were
attached to each other with MAI KLAT (bamboo pins) and curved in a circle to fit a player’s head.
The other end of the mango leaf which was nol folded was placed on top and every end would be
tied together with a bamboo strip like a top knot on a hat.

Game: Boys and girls of the same age who were good friends set up a performance

imitating the LI-KE or another play they had seen. Each performance lasted about 5-10 minutes.
Every player wore (he KA CHOM, ’
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

KA LONG (NZ@V)

KA LONG was a oy for girls 1o carry things on their shoulders with MAI KHAN., It was
made of coconul shells.

The KA LONG migh! be an imitation of KA LO (a bamboo basket used by adults o carry
items) because the KA LO was made of bamboo strips woven in a thick pattern similar 10 a small
basket with a narrower opening. It was painied with lacquer.  And it needed lime and skill 10
weave one KA LO. Therefore, adults might not have enough time to make ihe real KA LO
as a 1oy for their girls.

The consiruction of the KA LONG using the coconut shells might be made by the children
themselves for their own fun. They thought of themselves as buyers and traders.  Mostly the
traders were female who carried baskets or containers of items 10 sell 10 the buyers at their hormes
during summer or winler when villagers stopped farming and came home. The traders sold
Thai deserts like KHANOM PLAKRIM, LOT CHONG, THUA DAM, KHAO NIEW and KHAQ
TOM-MAT.

Girls imitated the adulis in carrying things on their shoulders for sale witn MAT KHAN.
They used coconul shells as the containers.

Construction: Two coconut shells of the same size were selected (0 be the containers
of the items.  Four holes were made on the edge of each shell to tie the strings which were placed
on the MAI KHAN.

Game: Each girl carried the two KA LONG by the MAI KHAN on their shoulders.
In the KA LONG, there was some gravel, dirl or flowers which were supposed 10 be Thai deserts.
The buyers pretended 10 eat those ilems and paid or exchanged items. The traders prepared
panana leaves or other leaves or coconul shells (0 be the food containers.

The game was not only for {un, recreation and unily, but also practice in trading using
leaves and paper as real bank noles.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

KALA KHAO KHWAI ( ﬂ&’ﬁ?&ﬂ?ﬂ?’)ﬂ)

This loy was sometimes called KKAWI KALA or KHAO KHWAI KALA ("KALA”
means coconut shell, "KHAQO KHWAL” means water bulfalo/bull horn). it was a 1oy for two boys
(o play against each other by spinning one to crash inio the others. If the KALA (coconut shell)
was broken or the tip of KHAO KHWALI (buffalo horn) was broken, the owner of that toy lost in
the game.

Construction: This 1oy was made by either the boys or adulls. 1f it was made by
the boys, the toy would be simply made and not strong nor durable.  They would use a coconut
shell which had been cul in two halves already.  ‘ihcse halves were cut and shaped like a buffalo/
bull horn. The spinning axle was made of a mid-rib of a banana or coconut leal. Il the maker
wanied 10 make this toy nicer, he would pay more aliention to selecting the coconut shell and
wood 10 make the horn and the spinning axle respectively.  The coconut shell had to be thick
and strong, the wood was hardwood or bamboo. A hole was made in the spinning axle to insert
the horn. If the horn was loose in that hole, hot sticklac would be poured into the hole 10 hold
it tight.  when the sticklac cooled down, some small nails could be used to hold the hom light
agdin. Children simply used the coconut shell in the horn shape 10 insert in the spinning axle
made from the mid-rib of a banana or coconut leal. To make insertion easier, the hole could be
made larger with a knife. The coconul shell horn had (0 be at the same level as the olher one
owned by the opposilion. The spinning axle or the handle was usually one oot high.

Game: Two boys participated in this game, acting like iwo waier buffaloes fighting
each other. The boys would sit on the ground face to face. Sometimes they drew two circles
close together, each big enough for the 10y 1o spin and crash into one another.  Some players
dug two deep holes to spin the toys in.  The players used Iheir palms 10 spin the axles or the
handles. (he toys would be spun and dash out from the force 10 crash with one another like two
fighting bulls. 1If any 10y was broken in the hom area (which was made of a coconut shell),
the owner of that 1oy would lose in the game. If nothing crashed or was broken, they would
look for traces on the axle or on the horn itsell.  This game iS no longer seen in the country area.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS
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KALA KHAO CHANG-WA ( nzmmm’"v'z)

KALA KHAO CHANG-WA (coconul shell percussion) was a musical 1oy 10 be shaken
and played with other musical insiruments (0 keep Ihe beal and rhythm.

Children usually played music among ihemselves as the villagers called TI-KAO-KHAO-KALA
{beating bamboo and coconut shells) or TI-EKAQ-KHAO-MAI (beating bamboo and wood) because
they liked to play. sing and dance among their close friends. The KALA KHAO CHANG-WA
was a part of the percussion instruments like beating drums and TI CHING (a pair of small Thai
percussion instrumenis).  Children also used cans, coconut shells and the KLONG NANG KOP
(frog skin drum) as the drums and other metal itlems [0 sel up a musical band for Iheir own eniertainment.
This kind of musical band might imitate a folk musical band which also used animal skin drums,
CHING and percussion instruments.  Therefore, coconul shells were used to provide procussion
instruments.

Construction; A coconut of medium size, not 100 young, was husked out wilh a BUNG
(a folk file) and polished with sandpaper. A chisel or a pointed knife was used to make a hole
on the top part.  This hole had the same size as a handle. Then the coconut meat inside was
removed with the pointed knife. The emplty coconut was dried in sunshine and later filled with
some 20-30 small pieces of gravel. The handle was attached in the hole. This handle v.as
smoothed with a knife or a plane. The handle was tightly atached by KHRANG (a siicklac).
The KHRANG was mashed and boiled unlil it became walery, then it was poured in the coconut
hole. Sometimes the handle was nailed 10 the coconul shell.

The KALA KHAO CHANG-WA was shaken to keep the beat and rhythm in some
songs and music. It has been developed 10 be a musical insirument called SAK (maraca) now.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

KANG HAN (N9%%)

KANG HAN or the windwheel was available in quile a few styles. They were named
from tiie material used; for example, KANG HAN BAI PHEKA (windwheel made from a kind
of leaf called PHEKA), KANG HAN BAI LAN (windwheel made from BAI LAN (palm) lcaf).
KANG HAN BAI TAN (windwheel made from BAI TAN (another kind of palm) leaf), KANG HAN
DOK MAI PHAI (windwheel made from bamboo flower). and KANG HAN MAI PHAI (windwheel
made ;om bamboo iiself).

Construction: The original KANG HAN was KANG HAN BAI PHEKA, made from
a kind of tree which has long, black pods. A pod was cut off at the head and end, then separated
into 1wo halves and seeded.  One half of the pod was cuf through 10 make a hole for the other
hall 1¢ be inserled and form a cross shape. In doing that, I1he 1wo halves of the pod formed
a propeller wheel.  There was a hole in its center 10 insert a wooden axle.  One ¢nd of the axle
was made as a handle.

KANG HAN BAI LAN and KANG HAN BAI TAN were made the sarie way as above
but the propellers were made of BAlI LAN and BAI TAN (two different kinds of palm frees).
The KANG HAN (windwheel propeller) itsell was made of 4 bamboo strips woven in LAI SONG
patlern. Il was woven by lolding at the right angles.  There would be 8 ends of the woven wheel.
Right in the middle of the bamboo woven propeller, there was a hole to insert @ bamboo stick.
when ‘he wind blew, the wheel propeller or KANG HAN would also spin.

These three KANG HAN above were held by children while running along 1he roads
or in the fields. They were not noisy.

KANG HAN MAI PHALI (the wheel propeller made of bamboo) was usually made by
voung men or adults during the harves! time because Ihey would detect the wind direclions from
this kind of KANG HAN. Farmers would look at the spinning of this KANG HAN 10 winnow
the rice grain in the middle of Iheir fields 10 gel rid of 1he dirt.

The KANG HAN MAI PHAI was about one meter long, its body was made of a hig
piece f bamboo. Right in the middle of it, there was a big hole to insert a big wooden axle 0
spin the big wheel. At the two ends of the wheels, there would be LOT SIANG or LOT {mieans
sound pipe) or WU SIANG (an emply pipe 10 make sound). The LOT SIANG or this sound
pipe was made from a small bamboo stem with a wooden wedge.  The pipe would be glued at onc
end using the hot lac. Il it was big, the sound produced would be loud. If it was small, he
sound would come out at a high pitch.

Villagers used a kind of grass called YA KHA (rall grass in the field] 10 make the tail
for this KANG HAN. The 1ail would spin around in accordance with the directions of the wind
blowing. But the KANG HAN that had the LOT SIANG (sound pipe) would be aitached (0
anoiher bamboo stick which would be tied up 10 a tree in the middle of a ficld or 10 a ficld cottage
so thal Ihe noise would not bolher the neighbours.  All the KANG HAN were more popular
among, boys than gitls.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

KANG HAN MUN (1199 %98/3%)

KANG HAN MUN or a hand propeller is another folk toy which -was made similar to
BAN BU by using a rope 10 spin it rapidly.

Il was called KANG HAN MUN (spinning wheel lilerally) because the propeller, made
from a flat piece of bamboo, looked like a wind propeller when blown by the wind or being carried
away by the children. But this toy did not depend on the wind, rather il was spun by a rope
bound around the axle of the toy.

Construction: The propeller was made from a flal piece of bamboo, about 10-15 cms.
long and 3-5 cms. wide. Another bamboo stick was used for the axle of the propeller which
would be pul in a bamboo stem. The bamboo slem, aboul hall a foot long and smoothed,
had a hole through it to insert a rope which was bound around the axle of the propelier.

Game: A thin rope, usually made from a banana frunk or a thread, was bound and
wound around the axle. Sometimes a player used his fingers to wind (he propeller up at the
same time as the rope was wound around the axle of the propeller.  The end of the rope had a
knot or was bound 1o a small handle so it would not become loose easily. A player would hold
the lower part of the bamboo siem in one hand, while the other hand would pull the end of the
rope. The force of pulling would spin the axle and the propeller at a high speed at (he same time.
while pulling the rope 10 the last round, the player would let it losse so the rope would automatically
wind 1he axle back again. Pulling the rope with the appropriate force would keep Ihe propeller
spinnini! because the rope would wind the axle up from the spinning force.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

i

KHA YANG ( 2!7%5\7)

KHA YANG was a folk 1oy made of two bamboo stems for walking as two tall legs.
Il also had olher names like KOK KEK and THOK THAEK. The KOK KEK might come from
its sound while walking on the legs, or the action of a walker. THOK means long or a man with
long legs. THAEK means awkward or walking awkwardly because of having legs that are
100 fong.

The KHA YANG game was similar to Ihe KALA walking game, and the elders conciluded
that both games might have been played for a long time. The two games might originate from
the old way 10 solve lhe daily problems. For example, catlle was raised on the ground floor
of a house and it was too dirty to walk in that area. They than used the KALA (coconut shell)
walking. This walking method was replaced by the KHA YANG in a very muddy area.

In the old days, villagers in the Nakhon Thai district of Phitsanulok province walked with the
KHA YANG in the iraditional ceremony PAK THONG CHAL (to install a viclory llag) which was
on the lath waxing day of 12th lunar monih each year. They walked toward CHANG LUANG Mt.
and competed when they walked on the plain.

The PAK THONG CHAI folk tradition was arranged to preserve the Thai customs.
it was said that the Nakhon Thai district was originally an ancient town called Bang Yang, ruled
by Pho Khun Bang Klang Thao who collected Thai refugees from the army of King Phrom the
Great. They came to live in Bang Yang town under Pho Khun Bang Klang Thao who overcame
the natives who might have been the Khamer, Mon, Laotian or Lawa. The f{ighting between
the new comers and the natives was persued to the mountain CHANG LUANG where PHO KHUN
BANG KLANG THAOQO was victorious. The king then tied a loin cloth at the hillilop as a victory
mark. The villagers in that area go there every year on the KHA YANG to celebrate the tradition.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

Construction: Two strong bamboo poles, 2-5 meters long, were smoothed bul the strong
branches were left on as resls while walking.  If the branches were not durable or strong enough,
a hole was made on each pole (in the same level on both poles) to put in a piece of hardwood
for stepping.  For more comfortable siepping, the branches or Ihe hardwood pieces were covered
with cloth so 1hat the walker would not hurt his feet. The KHA YANG players had to be over
10 years old, since it mighl be dangerous for smaller children.

Now some government agencies iry o preserve the KHA YANG walking by arranging
competition in some fairs, or the hilltribe people arrange a competelion of the KHA YANG walking
in their annual sports contest.  They call it KHA THOK THAER walking or running using a pair
of the KHA YANG made of bamboo poles, about 3 melers high, wilh slepping rests about 50 cms
from the ground on both poles. A player has 10 use ihe pair of KHA YANG 1o walk or run
about =0 meters (o the victory point by stepping on the resis all the time. If he {alls. he must
slarl al the beginning again.  whose body line gets to the victory point first is the winner.

The game is slill played in some folk traditions. It is an importani game worth studying
and preseving for younger Thai generations.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

KHWAI CHON (A1812%)

KHWAI CHON (a fighting buffalo) was a folk 1oy of which there were three kinds. The
first one was made of mango leaves and was more popular among giris than boys.  The second kind
was made from a branch of a palm tree and the third one was made from a branch of a coconut tree.
The last two kinds were more popular among boys than girls.  The players could be of any age
and they always played in compelilion.

Construction: 1. The KHWAI CHON which was made of mango leaves needed Ihe
leaves that were not too old, or too young. A leal was pulled apart at the mid-rib for half a length.
One end of the two tips was placed on top of the other to make the head of a "buffalo”.

Game: Two players sat face 1o face, each had a KHWAI CHON in one hand. They
pulled the mid-ribs of their toys 10 move them and hit each other. If any 1oy was ruined. the
player lost.  The loser could bring another toy (o carry on the game. After the game was over,
they checked and counted the number of ruined toys.  Anolher game was played by (wo players
first and 1he first loser would be dropped out 10 let the next player in.  The winner-was the one
who slayed in the game the longest. _

Construction: 2. The KHWAI CHON which was made of a dry branch of a paim tree,
about one meter long wilh a bigger end siretched oul in a shape of a buffalo’s horn.  The leaves
were cut off and the length could be shorter 1o make the body of the KHWAI CHON.

Game: Two players slood above each KHWAI CHON, their hands holding tightly
ihe front parts of the 1oys that were supposed to be the buffalo’s hom.  They moved face to face
to hit each other. The first to run away was the loser.

Construction: 3. The KHWAI CHON, was made of a dry branch of a coconut tree
with all the leaves cul off. The bigger end of the branch had a piece ol coconut shell inserted
10 make this pan the “buffalo horn”

Game: The same as KHWAI CHON made from a palm branch.

The las! two kinds could be used in racing and they were called KHWAI KHAENG
{the bull/buffalo racing).  The players would stand in the same line first and run out with their KHWAI
to the victory point; whoever reached there first was (he winner.

when comparing the games between the girl’s and the boys’. the girls’ game seemed
0 be gentle and didn’t use much energy, while the boys’ game required a lot more strength
and energy.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

A A
KHRUANG BIN (b@3891/%)

KHRUANG BIN (an airplane) has just become a toy recently. Before that it was a 10y
in a bird shape because the airplane had not been seen and the only thing that could fly in those
days was a bird NOK.

People knew a lot about birds and it was supposed that a toy bird was made because
il was so [amiliar to the people. People then modified the bird shape to make a toy for their
children who were also accustomed to birds from their childhood.  There were many old Thai songs
about birds; some of them were used as Thai nursery rhymes.  Therelore, a toy bird had been
used as a folk toy for a long time.

LLater technology progressed and with human beings always thinking and inventing new
things something that people thought very strange happened-flying machines and airplanes could
fly like birds. People then thought about making a toy airplane which can be seen all over now.
The toy birds are slill seen in some stalls at a lemple fair or in a toy shop, but there are not as
many as loy airplanes.

Construction: The KHRUANG BIN toy was made of MAI SON or MAI RAKAM
wood because of their light weight. 1t was cut as a stick, about 3-4 inches long. and rounded
10 a | 1.5 cms diameler. Both ends were made smaller, one end 1o be the head and the olher
1o be the tail of the airplane.  The tail end was parted with 3 inches depth in 3 sections: 2 on
the siides and another on the upper parl. A piece of paper was cut and made like the wings and
put inio the side sections. A lail was made similarly to put on the upper section. The tail was
parted about a half inch deep o insert a piece of tin, cut from a milk can.  This fin piece was cul
in a tnangle shape with he bigger side folded up and the angle pointed.1o the head of the airplane.
The higger side also had a hole (o put in @ wooden stick, about 7-10 cms long.  Another hole was
made at the head 1o insert another stick with a piece of paper or palm leaf on one ¢nd.  This airplane
toy had a string lied loosely rom head to tail with a handle to swing it.

Game: This oy was held 1o move around or hung in the air.  When ihe wind blew,
the round tin piece would spin and hit the pointed-part and make a sound 10 entertain the children.

In the old days, this toy was in a bird shape wilh designs on the wings. [t was hung
for beautly along the edge of the ceiling and it sounded when the wind blew. The popular bird
made was NOK ANG AEN (a swallow) [rom which the toy got the name NANG AEN LEN LOM.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA QF OLD FOLK TOVYS

cHA-RA-CHE-MAI (35249 [R])

CHA-RA-CHE-MAI (a wooden crocodile) was a toy for children to ride on, or il was
hung over a cradle for the haby to see.

with regard 10 the making of this toy, it was related by some older generations that in
the old days when Ihere was THOT KATHIN ceremony (l0 present new robes 10 the monks)
at a temple, people usually made boat trips more than travelling on the roads hecause it was
more convenient. A temple was always built near the river.  Some people not only participated
in the THOT KATHIN, bul also in the PHA PA ceremony in a few temples. The offerings for
the monks included a hanging crocodile, made of hardwood or teak, about 100 cms long. The
reason for including the wooden crocodile in the offerings came from (he belief that the crocodile
was fierce and might endanger the people that travelled by waterway to the ceremonies.  There were
crocodiles all around in the rivers.  To protec! Ihe people from the crocodile, the villagers brought
along the wooden crocodile so that it would get the blessings in the ceremonies.  When the ceremony
was over, the wooden crocodile was brought home for ihe children to ride on or just {or hanging.
In laier days, the crocodile was painied more ofien on a piece of paper than being carved.

Construction: A piece of hardwood or teak, about 50-100 cms long and 30-50 cms
wide, was used to draw a picture of a crocodile.  Then it was cut and carved with a knife and
chiselled to make a crocodile which was later decoraied.  Adults would make it more beautiful
and neater.

Game: Boys more than 10 years old rode on the crocodile in groups. They ran out
from the starting point when they got the signal.  The one who got to the victory point first was
the winner.  The competition was compared 10 (he crocodile swimming contest.

Moreover, a mobile crocodile was hung over a cradle so that the baby in the cradle
could enjoy watching ils movement and not bolher the adults by crying.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

CHO NANG (98%34y)

CHO NANG (or a movie screen) was a Thai folk toy which was popular among the
5-10 year old boys and girls. The shape of CHO NANG was similar 10 a frame of a real movie
screen. It could be played with by two children or more and could be used compelilively sometimes.

Construction: A kind of grass called YA HAEO MU which was fat and straight was used.
The two players sat face 10 face and used hands o hold the grass and pull its ends bit by bit.
Then the grass was pulled apart in equal lengihs, the grass finally became a square piece which
lookec: like a frame of a movie screen.

Game: The CHO NANG could be played in a few forms as follows:

I. When there were 2 players, they heiped each other make the CHO NANG and helped
lell whatever slories they could think of, or whatever slories they had read or seen before. They
moved their hands which held the CHO NANG for fun while telling the stories with no compettion.

2. When there were 2 players in compeltilion, each would {ind the best YA HAEO MU
grass frst.  Then both players with the same amount of grass, about 5-10 stalks, took a turn
10 plav first by pulling the grass into CHO NANG. Each player could have a pariner. but they
could not pull all the grass because sometimes the grass came out in different shapes.  The player
who could make the most out of the grass would be the winner.

3. When there were many players in a competition, the game would go on as when
there were two players, bul each player would compete to make CHO NANG one by one.  The
winner would stay until he became the one who could make the most of the CHO NANG.

The joy of this game depended on the players’ ability to pull or make the CHO NANG.
If he could do it well, he would be very pleased.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

CHAK-KA-CHAN (9N7%)

CHAK-KA-CHAN (a cricket) or OT-OT was a folk toy originated by voice imitation of
an cricket, and made by adults for children’s enterfainment.

Construction: The CHAK-KA-CHAN or OT-OT was made of clay in a cylinder shape
about 1.5-2 cms in diameter.  Clay was available in the old days and did not cost anything. The
clay cylinder was cut into big rings, dried in the sun and fired so the clay became hard and was not
broken easily. Colored paper was cut into bigger rings, then glued to each clay ring. A hole
was made in each paper ring 1o insert a small bamboo stick.  Another bamboo stick about 7-10 cms
long had one end glazed with YANG SON and tied to a siring, or a horse or cow tail which
was casily found in the old days. The other end of the string was lied 1o the smaller stick in
the clay ring mentioned belore.

A horse tail or cow tail gave a betier sound and swung belter.  More colors could be
put on ihe clay ring to make it beautiful.

Game: The clay ring was swung and the siring was rubbed with YANG SON causing
the OT-OT sound.

About 60-70 years ago, the Cantonese immigrants from China made these 1oys for sale.
each for one SATANG (old Thai currency), and children loved 1o buy them.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

CHING NONG (99%%a1)

CHING NONG was a folk musical oy played by blowing bamboo and lapping at bamboo
rhythmically. It had another name: NING NONG.

The CHING NONG blowing disappeared some lime ago, bul an old man named Mr.
Run Mo-phuang still recalled a short poem about making the CHING NONG using matured bamboo.
The poem says:

Tobacco smoker has 10 seek for banana leaf,

CHING NONG player has to find mature bamboo,

Those who love cursing must be careful of prison,

The drinking people have to find Chinese coflee shops.

Construction: A mature bamboo with between 3 joinis was selecled and used.  There were
two types of CHING NONG:

I. The CHING NONG in a flat shape made of a flal bamboo piece. Half of it was made
thinner than the other half.  This flatter or thinner half had some oval-shaped holes for blowing
while tapping its end.  The blowing sound harmonized with the picking.

2. The CHING NONG in a stick shape was made of a long bamboo stick with the same
holes for blowing like in the flat shape.

Game: Blowing was made al the holes on the flat bamboo piece or slick while using
one’s fingers to pick the flat or small end. The sound occurred when the air passed through
the holes.

This toy was played by children over 10 years of age, teenagers and young men. The
game ot only showed one’s ability, but also was a technique to court a girl.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

CHADA LIKE (Zf)1840)

CHADA LI-KKE was a toy made of leaves from a jackiruit, mango, or rose apple tree.
The leaves were sewn in strips and shaped as a crown or tiara 1o be worn when playing LI-KE
(a Thai folk play with a lot of singing and dancing). Therefore, it had another name as CHADA
YI-KE ("CHADA"” means crown or tiara or headgear, "LI-KE” or "YI-KE” means a Thai folk
play).

Construction: The CHADA LI-KE might originale from going to see a LI-KE (a folk
play) which was brought into a village or a fair during some festivals. LI-KE was the main performance
or entertainment in some meril-making aclivities like ordaination, SALAKAPHAT (random drawing
for alms giving during the Buddhist lent), Thai house-warming ceremony, LOl KRA-THONG
(Festival of Lights) and the annual temple fairs. Hosls or hostesses or the temple committee
would provide a LI-KE performance for the villagers.  Adults would tell their children to take a nap
in the daytime so that they could go and waich the LI-KE ai night. The children then imitated
the acting by playing among themselves. There were heroes, heroines, villians, comedians, elc.
The children who weren’t daring enough to act would make music by beating or striking sticks
which were supposed to be drums, PI-PHAT (Thai xylophone) and other kinds of Thai musical
instruments. The girls would dress up and wear a CHADA (a headgear used in the LI-KE costume).
This CHADA was made easily from leaves of a jackfruit, mango or other trees. 1t was held in
a round shape by tiny pins made from the mid-rib leaf of a coconut or bamboo tree.  The forehead
part of this CHADA would be higher than other parts signifying that it was the top of a crown.
The face make-up was done by using a local powder called DIN-SO-PHONG with a piece of
charcoal 1o make the eyebrows darker and some vegetable seeds (called LUK PHAK PRANG)
which had a violet red color 1o add color 1o the lips.

To perorm LI-KE, the children would use shorter verses or more conversations than
the original one which mainly played on the royally subject. They would play for a short period
on the ground floor of a house or in the garden behind a house. They did not want to perform
in front of adults because of bashfulness so they would only play among close friends.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLP FOLK TOVYS

/

pap (A1)

A DAP meaning a sowrd, was a kind of weapon used in fighting at short distances.
Ii was a very important weapon in combal. In the old days, a DAP was considered a major
weapon for a Thai soldier in fighting againsl the encmy.

In the pasi, each Thai m.n had 10 be a soldier devoling himsell 10 the counlry. He
always had a DAP (sword) as his personal weapon and the owner was always armed with it.
Even in time of peace when there was no enemy, the Thai soldiers kept praclising swordmanship
lo be ready 1o fight at any time.

Later, the time intervals beiween wars were very tong; therelore. the soldiers’ preparation
and training lacked consistency.  To rid training of its tiresome aspects. drill methods and preparation
were improved and now provide fun at the same lime.  The conlesis reenacl Ihe fighling atrnosphere
of the ancient inie.  However, the contests are arranged within proper regulations and the tradition
of Thai fighting in time of peace so one can practise and be ready for war al any lime.

During the drills. wooden swords were used instead of the real swords uniil one was
skilliul encugh 10 use he real one.

b



ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOVYS

A DAP for the children was also only a wooden replica of ihe real sword for reasons
of safety. Adults made the wooden swords for the children 1o carry around for fun and to play
with cach other as the adulls did in the fighting drills.  And the children looked up to the adults
as the brave and respectable ones.

Construction: A mid-ib of a banana leaf or a piece of YANGPHARA (rubber) tree
was used (0 make a wooden sword because of its light weight.  The latier was white and stayed
resh long bul was scarce. The former could be found easily but could not last long and withered
quickly. Usually the mid-rib of @ young and curved banana leal was selecied and leafed off.
Its lengin was unlimiled. It was divided into two sections; the handle which was shorter and
the sword which was longer.  The longer part was trimmed until it had a curved end like the
sword tip leaving 1the uppcr part thick and thinning out the lower part 10 serve as the blade of the
sword. The handle was also trimmed to fit the size of the owner’s hand.

If one wanted 10 make the handle nicer, it could be covered with a thin bamboo stem
with some designs as on a flute. This bamboo cover would make the handle ook prettier.

Sword play or drill in the old days was meant for military preparation or precaution.
It was considered beneficial play, but it had 1o be played under some regulations.

Now we rarely see this kind of playing. Today it’s only found in shows or as an aclivity
in a selli-defence course in physical education.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

& &
TA-LAEPKAEP (AISBNLILAIL)

TA-LAEP-KAEP was a toy made ol coconul shells, bamboo stems, match boxes or
cans. The items were tied on the same string to make a communication line with a listener
using a receiver 10 listen 10 a sound.

The name of this toy might come from the word “telegram” heard from adults but
the accent and pronunciation were nol clear enough. Later the word was recorded in Thai as
THO-RA-LEK. The lelegram has been used in Thailand since the end of King Rama 1V’s reign,
and the telegram cable system was staried in the reign of King Rama V.

The TA-LAEP-KAEP toy might come from the misunderstanding that it was a
lelephane or THO-RA-SAP because THO-RA means far and SAP meands sound. Therefore,
the TA-LAEP-KAEP meant a sound {rom a faraway place. Children then made a telephone
receiver and speaker out of some ilems they could find.

Consftruction: Two bamboo stems, medium size and about one foot long each, were
smootlhied and the joinis removed. A piece of cardboard was cut in circles 10 wrap and glue
around one opening of each stem. A siring, about 4-5 meters long, was inserted into a small hole
right in the middle of the paper circle with the knot inside.

Game: Two players stood at each end of the string, each held the bamboo stem with
a straight rope in between.  One player spoke into the stem without the cardboard circle, the other
lislened wilh (he stem al his ear. They took turns 10 speak and listen.

The game is still played, but the materials may be changed to either milk cans or match
boxes. The game not only provides enteriainment, but also brings about group unity.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS
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e Qs o/

TUA CHAKACHAN (139732

TUA CHAKACHAN (a cricket) was a Thai folk toy which was called differently according
fo the local tones.  The name might originale rom the spinning sound of this toy. It was a toy
for both boys and girls. and could be played with one or more persons, or in compelition without
limiis as 10 Ihe age or sex of ithe players. .

Construction: It was made from a {resh coconut leaf about 20 cms in length.  One end
of the leal would have two tips which were made as the head of TUA CHAKACHAN (a crickel)
by binding the two tips together. A mid-rib of the coconut leal was curved (o link the head and
the body (the olher end of the coconut leafy or TUA CHAKACHAN. Aonther mid-rip. longer than
the firsl one. was bound (o the head at one end, the other end would be spun while playing.

Game: A player would spin the mid-rib attached to the TUA CHAKACHAN in a circle
around the player's head. By doing that, the toy would make a sound like a crickel’s sound.
In a competition, the children would compete in making the sound and in spinning TUA CHAKACHAN.
The one which sounded the loudest and could be spun the longest would be (he winner.

i
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOVYS

THANU (5%)

THANU (a bow) was a toy imitating from (he adult bow used 10 shoot small-size animals,
but Ihe bow toy was usually used more in competition or shooting contesis

The THANU was a mulli-purpose folk weapon, for example; self-defense, huniing and
fighiing ihe enemy in a war.  Therefore, the THANU was used in almost every home.  Children
macde a THANU toy for their fun more than shooting animals.

Construction: There were four main pans of the THANU:

t. LUK THANU (arrow)

2. KRABOK KEP LUK THANU (a container lor the arrows made from a bamboo stem)

3. KHAN THANU (a bow)

4. SAI THANU (a slring)

The LUK THANU was made from a bamboo stick, about | foot long, smoothed and
rounded, with one pointed end and the other end inserted with a leaf or a small piece of paper
1o control the direction. :

The KRABOK KEP LUK THANU was made from a bamboo stem between two joints.
The upper joint was cut off, a hole was made to inserl a string (or carrying.  The arrows were
pul in this bamboo slem or container.

The KHAN THANU was made [rom bamboo, about 2-3 1. long, smoothed with a knife
to make the 2 ends smaller than the middle part. A niche was made al cach tip of the two ends
10 lie the string lightly.

The SAI THANU was a slring thal was tied between the two ends of the bow, it bent
the How also.

Game: Children with bows they made themselves or made by adulls competed to shoot
atitems at different assigned distances.  The one who shot the nearest to the target was the winner.
Besides, children used this toy to shoot fruit and small-sized animals like birds, lish, frog. elc.

The THANU was a dangerous toy and adults usually scolded the children when they
played with it, or sometimes adulis closely supervised the children’s game to help prevent accidents.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

NOK KRARIAN DOEN (WNNII58%1A%M)

NOK KRARIAN DOEN (a walking sarus crane) was a toy in a bird shape that walked
by using strings tied 10 paris of the bird and then pulling those strings tied 1o a stick or a handle.
wher the stick or the handle was moved, the bird was also moved.

Construction: The NOK KRARIAN is a bird with long legs, long neck and long beak.
It always walks in shallow water 1o look lor fish.  Adults then invented a toy to imitate this bird.
Firsl they used dry MAI SON wood cut in short pieces. Then a string was used 1o insert those
MIA SON pieces making parts of the NOK KRARIAN. Later, they used CHUCK PO rope woven
as a bird which could walk. At present, they use yarn or wool o knit the legs and neck of the
bird. The body was made of egg shell or plastic, and the body could be covered with colored
yarn or wool 10 make it more beautiful. The beak and the legs were made of coconut shell or
plastic.

Four ligament strings, each about half a meter long, were used 10 lie the legs, head and
body The other ends of the strings were tied to the 4 ends of a cross slick or a cross handie.

Game: One’s hands were used (0 control the cross stick and move the legs of the bird
as a walking bird, and the neck was moved as if it was searching for food.

The NOK KRARIAN DOEN is played on a flat ground. Now if is produced with some
developments and sold for profit. 1t is therefore a lasting folk tay.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOVYS

NOK BIN (#nilw)

NOK BIN (a flying bird) was a folk toy made of clay which was fired 10 make it stronger.
A hole was made at the bird’s head 1o insert a rope. Then it was lied up to a tree so that the
clay bird would move downwards like a flying bird.

The body of the bird was made of clay, but the wings and tail were made of a palm
or coconut leal or some pieces of paper and tin.  When clay was used for the bird’s body. the
sculptor would use a knife to make a place to insent the wings and tail later.  The clay body of
lhe bird would be dried in the sunshine and fired to make it stronger.  Aller that the prepared
wings and tail were inserted into the prepared grooves. The clay bird could be made more
beauliful by adding more colors 10 il. The NOK BIN made by villagers as a oy was usually
a waglail, sea gull, sparrow or a dove.

After the body was finished, a hole was made at the head (o insert a rope which was
tied tightly to a bamboo stick about 1wo feet long. This stick looked like and was used as a
fishing rod.

To play with this toy, the bird was pulled to the 1op of the stick which had a rope tied up.
The bird would move slowly downwards because the stick was held like a fishing rod. The bird
would shake while moving like a real flying bird because the rope was tighily stretched down with
the bird’s weight.  Children always competed on how slowly each bird could come down. The
slowest was the winner.

The NOK BIN was another creative work in which Thai people tried 1o find a technique
and method 1o invent loys for children’s entertainment but which is scarcely seen nowadays.

69



ﬂv‘:'rqn‘:uzla\ua'u#uﬂ’ruT*nu‘lunﬁ'm

~
wniin

a < , X v ¥ o a A & a o §_a a4 a_ v
UNRIA Lﬂumadmuwuu’]uﬂu@nUﬂuL%uU'}Lﬂugﬂun’ﬁu@@]’]\j Bl laﬁﬂanﬂqﬂwqduﬂQ:NL@U{W\'}qﬁﬂﬂ

A a A a
938078 wnnIa
¥ a o a4 v a € a do w a a A 8§ v
myduunwialusdbnauworaiuduuumsUssfvdunnlanmawnaisdnunielan:  waldid
a ] L% ] 1 v A 1 o 4a Aa [ t 1 A a \
luﬂammmmluqﬂﬂaguu vis whdaiuutsduiivn n3mn whidwny whmsHnvesgnise wazih
2w Y a | ™ A ¢ a & ) o« A
Tuamaras  dudu  rndhwoninaiadnrevdizdaUszaeningevendn g day o W luasauion
(-] 1 @ a Il L% o A U 1 I} i 1 Q(
ﬁamlﬁgnwmumumnﬁmu LLiﬂwud%aqmwws:mamﬁmmuﬂnamw “ag//uruasiligae
E o ¥ 2 s (L, 4 I o v o | A v [V
Uudaup e vignyiuau mwmmmwagﬂ‘lmw Tonduthulesdosmmmniantsamuing udua
54 tA‘ v Y o @ -1 =3 1 A 14 IAI ¥ a r=3 [ 1 @ A 1
n1stuisves g rwsmldiauiu Anedumasauunuatiimiy nMstuisasieaudainiuinginiiw
Y ¥ v £ a a ¥ a o d ave a ¥ & = a a v a
msﬁumw:ﬂugﬂamw@maqmaﬂuawaﬂﬂmmiﬂ Waigfufatuiugiunfianadnisfein il
\ a ) | v | a v A a a ad v v [ ad a
Juawmlauunuas wnihasTessadnsld Jaldmeanismalduniaslddisssumaniuis
- b4 a 4 4 a 4 1
D1 ltfwwilndowdn g TuilugUunsilandasms unfimathulouds iou wndy woin
unnaziy undny unidas sy Swmsvesunazinniugd 9 Hutesnimealdinzgammaduu
A a a ¥ [l a a a A Aa Y ¥ P ¥ o | : a r=1
HeaNaudwnioudms nandhaziiRssdmIauiaz lmanewimselusssndenndudmidns miawnis
whil
a1 ¥ o ! a y A ! | e
ALAB  EnszarnsmunauDwnusonmdimn w3aiwawn e afusSamastn  lag
a 1 a 1 Aa a v Vo i A A 1 "
wamm@lmunmlm:mmmmamd'lmmmw wiaudualasznandu
¥ = v a ra 1 z 1% ¥ aw A d ¥ a |
mytuwwnwladmodulilnmasuauiuim wszamnosogyliwmed Gilifvinadudwi

[

¢ a I a v ¥ v d a A
Eﬂ A3 FIVEIN 9§ WSE]ﬂ’l‘Smean'L&JLﬂu'UEldﬂ‘S:anm’mu



ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOVYS

NOK wiT (%N%3)

NOK WIT (a whistle) was a folk toy, made of clay in bird shapes and sounded by
blowing air at its tail. ~ The sound came out like “WIT, WIT” and thal’s where the name comes from.

The clay whistle in the old days might be the origin of the plastic or metal ones now
being used in various activities such as in sports compelilions, games, scout raining or traffic
work.  Villagers always made small items when they had spare time for household use or for
children’s entertainmeni.  in a book called SUPHASIT PHRA RUNAG, there is a proverb saying:
Keep busy when staying with someone else like making clay cows and buffaloes for the children.
This means when staying with someone one should not be idle.  Rather one has 1o make oneself
useful o the host, even making clay toys for the host’s children as a return of gratilude.  Clay
was casy 10 get and could be made into various animals and items. And when they made clay
birds, they thought of the way for the clay bird 1o sing.

Construction: A small lump of clay was made inio a desired bird like a quail, dove,
pigeon and a teal. s fail had a small oval shaped hole with an opening part on top to let the air
_through and sound when blown. Sometimes a small piece of coconut or banana leaf was used
to put in the hole as a reed of a pipe. It was dried in the sun.

Game: Children playéd with it in a game of hunting for birds by blowing the air into
the tait nole 10 compete (0 see which clay bird would sound betier or louder.

This game is not seen now and may have disappeared a long time ago. only the clay
animals or clay items and wood carving are left as souvenirs.
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ENCYCLOPEDI!IA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

BANBU | 17'1653)

BAN BU was a Thai folk toy which was also called KAROK. The name BAN BU
might come from its spinning sound or might come from a Northern word PAN PRU which recalls
the fast spinning and winding of a thread. This toy was played with by both boys and girls,
but it was more popular among boys. It could be played by one or more persons.  And sometimes
there was a compelilion without limit of age or sex.

Conslruction: Thai people eatl a lot of mangoes either fresh or preserved as jam or
desert in slices or pieces. Therefore, each house would have a lot of mango seeds left. Two big
and round seeds of the KALON wild mango were selected.  One of them was headed off and
hollowed out. A hole was made on one side (o insert a string. The other seed was inserted
on a bamboo, teak or hardwood stick right in the middle. The other end of the slick was put in
the hollow part of the first seed. There was a space, aboul | cm wide, between the hollow seed
and the other seed. A string was bound in the middle of that area and the other‘end of the string
was inseried into the hole of the hollow seed. After that the string tip was bound with a tiny
piece al wood so that the string would not get loose.

Game: wind the string around the slick and then pull the tiny piece of wood to unwind
the string.  Then wind it again with the same pulling force.  The mango seed on 1op of the stick
would turn around and make a sound. In a competition, the one whose BAN BU turmned around
the longest would be the winner.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

BAN (11%)

BAN (a house) was a toy made by children using joss sticks or mid-ribs of coconut
leaves or bamboo strips bent at an angle and constructed in tiers as the frame of a house.

Some elders provided information about the construction of the BAN concluding that
in the old days, the Buddhists really believed in their religion. They were devoted and believed
that merit making at the temple or in any religious ceremonies would be the highest blessing for
them. People then crowded at the temples on Buddhist days and for religious ceremonies.  Adults
always 100k along their children to the temple.  While the elders were listening to the sermons or
praying . children enjoyed themselves with games on the ground floor or the yard so that they did not
bother the adults.  Some children were too shy 1o go down to join the others, they had to find
their own games and most of them were girls. They were given the old joss sticks and taught
how 10 inake the BAN which could be hung in the temple hall for a beauty contest also.

Construction: Joss slicks were bent at an angle, each had two tips bent up. Each
stick was in a [rangle shape with two tips up in the shape of small friangles. Each tip was used
as a hook to hang the bigger friangle stick. One plain stick was sluck tightly into a temple wall
or on a pole to hang the first friangle whose tips were used (o hang the others, The joss sticks
were hung down in layers. There was a compelition for the most beautiful BAN also judging
from the number of levels made and the neatess of making joss sticks into a friangle shape.
Therefore, in the old days, the BAN was a beautiful decoration in the temple. This indicated
that Thai girls were trained 1o make nice things with patience and for beauty’s sake. It was not
only fun for them, but it also prevented them from making trouble.

This game is not seen now and there may soon be nobody to recall the story.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA GF QLD POLK TOYE

pPoNG PAENG (Llaouils)

PONG PAENG was a toy believed to have come into Thailand at the same fime as
the Chinese immigrants because this 1oy was originally the sign of a Chinese cloth-dying man
who carried 2 cans with a stick on his shoulders providing cloth-dying services along the street.
He kepl the PONG PAENG in one hand swinging it and making a sound to signal his service.

The name PONG PAENG might come from its sound and wherever he went, children
paid more attention to his PONG PAENG. Therefore, an imitation was made for children’s entertainmerit.

Construction: A piece of tin or cardboard, aboul 1.5-2 inches wide, was rnade inio
a circle 1.5-2 inches in diameter. Or a piece of flat bamboo was made in a circle as menfioned
before. A transparent paper or plastic sheet was cul in two bigger circles 1o be glued to the two sides
of the (in, paper of bamboo circles.  The side could be decorated with colored papers, Two holes
were made on the side in opposile direclions. A string, 5 cms long, with one end tied with a
piece ol wood, was put into one of the holes. The other end of this string was tied with some
beads, wax or some (in. The other hole was made the same. A handle was made from a small
bamboo stick. It was put into a hole between the two holes made previously. This new hole
had to fit the handle which could be inserted through the other side of the round PONG PAENG.

Adults made the PONG PAENG for small children 1o hold and run around with, while
the bigger children could make their own.

Game: It was held and turned so that the two ends of the strings which had beads or
tin would be swung (o the round surfaces made of transparent paper of plastic, and then sounded
PONG PAENG.

The PONG PAENG may slill be used in some up-country areas by the people who offer
cloth-dying servite, but they are Thai, not Chinese.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

pr (1)

PI (pipe or flute) was a folk toy which would make a sound when air was blown into
il. It was made of rice paddy stubbles, or palm, banana or coconut leaves.

Construction: PI SANG KHAO (pipe or flute made of rice stubbles) was made of
some rice paddy stubbles after harvest. During harvest season which was usually a summer
vacation for children, most children would go to the fields to help their parents in various field
jobs like harvesling, piling the hay for animals, elc. Some children were trained to harvest so well
that they became a great help 1o their parents.  After working, the parents let them stop for a while.
Children then made PI SANG KHAO (o entertain themselves. A paddy stubble was cut near
its oot with one joint left on one end. The joinl area was cut in half and made in an oval shape,
the half cut area was made as aLIN PI (the reed of a pipe) which could sound when being biown.
The LIN PI could be made narrower so that the air blowing through it would sound out. If a high
or low tone was needed, the player could use his hands 1o close it up and move his fingers to
adijust for better sound.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

PI BAI TAN (pipe or flute made of palm leaves) was made ol some young palm leaves
which were placed and folded on top of one another to be the opening of a pipe. They were placed
and [olded to be smaller for the blowing part. A LIN PI (read of pipe) would be attached to this
blowing part which could be squeezed smaller also so that the air would be pierced and sounded.

PI BAI KLUAI (pipe or flute made of banana leaves) was made of shreds of banana leaves,
placed on top of one another and folded like the P1 BAl TAN. The blowing part would be
squeezed smaller.

Pl BAl MA-PHRAO (pipe or flute made of coconut leaves) was made of shreds od coconut
leaves. placed on top of one another and wrapped around like the PI BAl TAN.

All four pipes above could produce many variations of tones by using one’s hands
to cover the blowing parts and moving one’s fingers (0 the rhythms wanted while blowing the air.
The high tone would sound if the blowing hole was made narrow. Children could make the Pl
easily because the materials were available around their houses.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

PUEN NANG SATIK (Uunshoain)

PUEN NANG SATIK (a sling gun) was a ool and a toy. Some people made it like a
muzzle-loading gun using an elastic or rubber band. It was called NANG SATIK (sling rubber
band; and used 1o shoot both land and waler animals wilh some kinds of round [ruit like MA-MUANG
imango), MA-PHRAO and KRA-THON as the balls or ammunijtion. Children and teenagers
used the PUEN NANG SATIK to shool largels in competitions. 1t had different names depending
on he local dialects, for example: PUEN MAI (a wooden gun), PUEN NANG YANG (rubber band
gun), PUEN LUK DOK (a gun wilh clay ball ammunition} and PUEN DIN NIEO (a clay gun).

Construction: It used hardwood piece, about 5-10 cms thick and 1 meter long. with a design
ol a long gun on it drawn in charcoal or pencil. The wood was made into the long gun shape
with an ax or knife and smoothed with a BUNG (file) and sandpaper. Then it was chiselled on
the upper parl 10 make a small groove for the LUK PUEN (ammunition) 1o run on. It was also
chiselled at the handle area (o make a hole for the KAI PUEN (trigger) which was made of wood
or metal. The upper parl of KALPUEN was like a lock to hold the elastic band. when the
KAI PUEN was moved or pressed. the band got loose and shot out the LUK KRASUN or LUK PUEN
(ammunition). This rubber band part that held the LUK PUEN was sel at the upper KAI PUEO
part and! it was called NANG RONG LUK PUEN or NANG RONG KRASUN (a pouch for ammunition).

Game: A player held the PUEN NANG SATIK between chest and waist level.  He pulied
the elastic band from the front end of the gun to the back part of Ihe KAI PUEN which had the
NANG RONG LUK PUEN (pouch} at its front. A LUK PUEN (a clay ball) was placed in the
pouch which was on the groove. The player aimed at something he wanied (o shoot and (urned
the sling gun'in that direction also. A finger was pressed at the KAIPUEN. Hs upper lock
would be moved down to release and shoot the clay ball along the groove.

This toy was not only used 1o shoot small animals, but also to compete in shooling
the clay balls placed in rows. The one who shot the best would get the LUK KRASUN (clay
balls) a5 a reward. The PUEN NANG SATIK was more popular among the boys and leeagers.
It was useful 10 shoot what.they wanted and it brought about group unity and enteriainment also.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

pLE DEK (1UAbAN)

PLE DEK (a cradle) was a toy, made of bamboo that imitated a real cradle, bul was
of a very small size so Ihal the children could swing it [or fun.

The PLE DEK or cradle, wooden or woven, was used in almost every house. In a rice
planting season, the parenis had 10 lake their children along to live in HANG NA (a temporary
cottage or shelier in the rice fields). If the wooden or woven cradle was not available, they used
a long piece of cloth (loin cloth or PHA KHAO MA used by men in bathing), a blanket or a 1owel
10 make a lemporary hanging cradle. Therefore, a cradle PLE was necessary to put children
to sleep and the swung cradle made a child sieep long, comiortably and not feel warm.

When children were between 3-10 years of age, they were interesled in playing with 1oys
made oy adulls.  Most toys were or boys because boys were usually naughly and always thought
of making (oys. The girls were usually well behaved: their toys were nol often invented.  They did
the sewing and weaving.

Adults might make PLE for girls to swing for [un by imitating the real one, but in a
smaller size.

Construction; Thin bamboo pieces were used 1o weave in a light pattern from the
bottorr. part.  When it came (o the top edge, a thick bamboo piece, rattan or wire was used 10
tighten the opening part. A wooden frame was made 10 hang the cradle by using 4 strings 1o tie
the 4 comers of the cradle with the frame.  Another string was lied 10 one side of Ihe cradie 10 be
pulled while swinging.  Children who played wilh this cradle 1oy would sometimes put their dolls
inside or used their clay dolls 1o sleep in il.  They also sang the same nursery rhymes they had
heard from adulis.

The cradle toy was more popular among the girls than boys and it was often made by
adults.  Now some children still play with it and it is made more beautifully and for sale.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

¥ YV 5
MA KAN KLUAI (87101%Nd7¢8))

MA KAN KLUAI was a very popular (olk 1oy 1aking a mid-rub of a banana Ical 10 make
dilferent paris of a horse such as; head. ears and tail. A rider or player stood on it and ran with it
like a horse rider.  Somelimes, they role played as cops and robbers, or they compeled in racing.

It had another name as MA KLUAI {banana horse). It was an exercise toy for good
heallh and was easily made without any cosl because each house had some banana Irees as in
an ol¢ saying “Plentiful like bananas”.

Construction: A big banana leal was cul and left with only a mid-rib with a small
end (o make a horse tail.  The middle part was supposed (o be the horse’s body.  The biggest part
was made 10 be the head by slicing on both sides for about 5-10 cms deep and bending he resi
down o make the head with the sliced paris standing up as the ears. A string was tied loosely
from fiead 1o 1ail and this string was on the rider’s shoulder when he was riding so that he did not
have 10 hold it and could use his hands in fighting 10 hold a 10y sword or loy gun made of a
banana mid-rib also.

Game: Children rode on the MA KAN KLUALI as if riding on the real horses making
a horse sound. Some held whipes, rope, toy guns and swords in fighting each other. Il any
horse was broken first, the rider lost.  Boys played this game n groups.  Sometimes they raced 1o find
ihe fasiest one called MA RAEQ.  This game was a ol of fun and was good exercise for children.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

ROT BANTHUK (301377)7)

ROT BANTHUK (a truck) was a toy made of wood imitating a real truck. 1t was more
popular among boys. They pulled it along a road.

Children could make it in dilferent designs depending on the wood available. If they
used a cotion (ree, they would choose a big branch to cut in parts to make the body. the front
engine part and the wheels.  They used a knife and chisel to cut and carve it like the front engine
part ¢f a real fruck. The middle part was made like a gas (ruck because a cotton branch was
naturally round. The body and the front parts were inseried with wooden axles for wheels. Two
long bamboo axles were made and smoothed, one to insert the front wheels and the [roni engine
parl, the other (0 inserl the rear wheels and the truck body. There could be 4-6 wooden wheels
made by a saw. Children would use a rope (o pull the front of the ROT BANTHUK and make
a sound like a running lruck.

Some ROT BANTHUK were made as long trailers using teak or hardwood to make the
front part. Some were made as dump lrucks having the real parts to load dirt or sand.

Children enjoyed playing with the ROT BANTHUK in groups competing 10 see whose
could go fasler. Somelimes they told stories and pulled the ROT BANTHUK back and forth
while talking.

The ROT BANTHUK made ol wood cannot be seen now.  Children usually buy the plastic
or metal toy truck manufactured and run on a motor.  Therefore, creative homemade loys nowadays
have decreased and adults have to spend a lot of money to buy expensive toys.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

ROT SAM LO (FO&INAD)

ROT SAM LO (tricycle) was a oy for children 1o ride in with other people (0 push fiom
behind. Il was played with in the fronl yard ol each house or along the road.

This tricycle toy was created by some adulls and might not imitate the SAM LO we are
using now because the shape and the construction were different.  The only similarity is that
both kinds have 3 wheels which are the main reason why they are called ROT SOM LO (ticycle).

Construction: The construction of the ROT SAM LO was developed from the construction
of LO LAK (a pulled carriage with two wheels) which had 2 wooden wheels and a bamboo or
wooden framed carriage with two shalls o pull the wheels.  The puller held the shafts and the rider
sal o a seat in the carriage. Il urned in whalever direclion desired.  The ROT SAM LO had
the following parts:

Wheel: There were 3 wheels made of woad, cut or carved with a knife or an ax (o make
3 rounid wooden wheels. Each had a hole right in the middle (o insert an axle.

Wooden frame: The frame of the ROT SAM LO was like that of a bicycle, but it had
a seal and handle to control the front wheel when (urning.

Game: This ROT SAM LO could not be moved by the rider’s [eet pushing the wheels.,
but it was moved by lhe pushing of a friend or an adult from behind.  The pusher used a bamboo
stem 10 push the rear part of the ROT SAM LO, while the rider would turn left or right.  Sometimes
children had a racing compelition by dividing in groups. Each group had a rider and a pusher
who had a strong piece of wood or a bamboo stem o push (he rear of the ROT SAM LO. The
ROT SAM LO was moved ahead by the pusher, the one thal gol 10 (he viciory point firsl was
the winner.

The ROT SAM LO could be shaped like animals or somelhing else (0 make il beaulilul.
Now the wooden rame of the ROT SAM LO is not seen because plastic or metal has replaced it.
They are manufactured beaulifully and they are convenienl to use.  The wooden ROT SAM LO
then does nol exist any more.

99



ﬂ’)‘:’)t,n':uﬂaata'uﬁuﬁ’)u'Zny'luaﬁm

SORRDANE

) < L e 4 v oA | P v < a o
Tovaeady LHureaswdnnldliwiasul imuorng snaaa@vl,"ﬂugma@mmumumammua
v A ' A 4 I4 o 8w v a A a 4 4 ) v
eunaaadwilaydenindeafivyuuuaziilivaoad sl undensnds Jusunirsonseaiy
v o L -~ Q Y ¥ a -} 1 T Q Qo 3 1Y (-] 1 1
milFdwdimivbuindnfevsesinds  feduluomsrdgosenuiidmuiion Wl
g1 awne asewliingeinmeiemin liesidfuiuin maufi@sd matusuagn
v
mydsznavardw assasumsduindnfaslunsdne axdwdnndgeinimasivantadanydrismgy
Tunmsdudedh damedsrasltluadnion aufldfuannaniudmonses Foliudn 9 #11Wuiunaes
v v v v < Y a o v a Y v Y | X v a
oliy vasadwldsluisfefatureveie  welddonuendar  waeadoan 9 asfisrirelasnaly
s Twnadimnd Twd e sanws s Tunla wazouunsawlsziumemavesia 1ludu Wi 9
§17 9 3N TWAUTBUWINRIANUAIT T TN RIR R mmv{aaﬁanwaaqummuvﬁmmwmumm
a < e e oo 44 R 4
Ussfatszaonufvesgindaiig g nislddeisdermdniuatsiussldiulanialy weaadod
ﬂw ¥ 3 o - 5 1 v -3 1 v v ¥ v | v ¥
s naziludszdw g iuveasulduanosfia 1w dowseade daa1n uszsonsoade udw weaade
= wA o a 4 o § v v o w a
iwlFauacFan snaﬂa’guu"lwaa@mummnwmamn
= o | . Py )
BN sovseadwasinldoe  Rsudinseady  prormitadu uasldmSaauln 19
¥ v o YV o ;‘: Y v ¥ 2 ¥ 1
aammﬂﬂlugma@mu dueliingu 9 manalituguseadiuduasaiudy - 01l linaun 9
sulngdovaulneearuoe umganlillawdemadoiu sunssimnaindonadiniu
as s v a P v o4 X d a a A
Ao1aw zdsonsonseadnlsldauiuldwTanugunTutey indemasesguamoni
° 8w v a Y Y a d v o« @ a v Ve A =
mlwaa@mmﬂﬂmmmawmmﬂmwmqju'b 1@n 9 TnazinTovsaad outstiiu lasRansmanuia
WRTNNTINT8 4T 0NRaANEI1 aala TS ldlnan
o ﬂv 1w 1 v a Vv 3 v =3 a v
lugadeaiull wnuazlifidndusonaendednuds muimseadiofimenn n1udanssady
i o a ;‘: 1 Qu Qs 1
iAnunlnssanwudaduwni v dudgununsanentéy Q:uummusnma@ﬁwumuum:gzymﬂ

"|,1J1u'ﬁ"sgm

100



ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

9/
ROT LOT DAI (30AA8AAE)

ROT LOT DAI (a vehicle made of a spool of thread) was a toy made of a spool wilh
a slick or a chicken hair (0 spin the rubber band tighily around (he spool. When the spool was
left on the ground, it ran out like a vehicle-that’s why it was called ROT LOT DAL

Sewing was considered one ol The main jobs of the Thai female who would be taught
10 do all housework like cooking, taking care of her husband and children, working to earn money,
and sewing in her spare time.  Therefore, girls were Irained to sew and weave or make handicrafts.
They then used thread or yarn which was wound around 2 wooden spools attached each other.
Moreover, in some religious ceremonies like THET-MA-HA-CHAT (the annual Buddhist sermons),
the beginning or the end of the Buddhist Lent, the THE WO (big food offering ceremony to the
monks|, young people used a lot of thread in various temple decorations. The spools were left
around and children used them to invent many toys like the LO LOT DAI (a wheel made of a
spool). the LO LAK (a pulling wagon wheel), and the ROT LOT DAl. Those spools were in
black and white colors. Now the spools are made of piastic.

Construction: It was easily made ol a spool, a rubber band and a stick or a chicken
hair to insert the rubber band into the spool hole.  Another short stick was used (o bar one end
of the spool hole, the other end could be barred by a bamboo strip. but mostly a chicken hair
and a rubber band were used. The chicken hair was spun in the same direction until the rubber
band became tighlly spiral.

Game: The spool was released on the smooth wooden or cement ground, the spun
rubber band would unwind and push the spool lorward until it was completely unwound.  Children
played with them against one another and judged them for competing speed. ~ The ROT LOT DAI
which could go the longest dislance was Ihe winner,

Now the ROT LOT DAI is not seen any more and the wooden spool is difficult to find
because today Ihe are made of cardboard. Therelore, the ROT LOT DAl game will finally
disappear. '
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RANG TAKATAEN (T9GNUA%)

RANG TAKATAEN (or the grashopper’'s nest) was a Thai folk toy which was more
popular among girls Ihan boys. The players were between 7-10 years old.  They could play
alone or in groups and it could be played in a competition somelimes.

Construction: A few YA HAEO MU stalks of grass were selected and the tops cut off.
One slalk of grass was placed in the palm at the last joint of the fingers. Then more stalks of
grass were placed upon it between two fingers, but at the ends of the fingers. A new stalk of
grass was pul on (op of the other four stalks of grass. Then the end of the first stalk of grass
was pulled over the last stalk of grass with the end inserted downwards.  The fingers were used
to keep the grass all together.  This was done until the size of ihe grass weaving of a nest RANG
TAKATAEN was satisfied. At last, one stalk of grass was used (o tie up all at the lower part
and the fingers were gradually pulled out.

Game: This toy could be played alone, or in group, or in a competilion. The one
who cuuld make Ihe besl or the most beauiiful nest RANG TAKATAEN was the winner.

This game was not only for recreation, but also provided intricate working ability and
finger «oordinations.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

rua (158)

RUA (a boat) was a toy which could float in water using the inner tyres of a bicycle
or car. It was tied to the propeller of a boal so tighlly that the propeller was spun very fast.
when the RUA was placed in the water, the propeller was tumned and the RUA was moved.

Children loved to play with the RUA that had a propeller and the RUA was divided
ino 2 kinds: RUA MAI SON and RUA RAEO.

The MAi SON is a light wood lhat could be lound easily in a rice field. Children could
use it (o make many loys like dolls, swords and guns. Adults used the SON flowers 10 cook
and used MAI SON o make fishing pontoons.

Construction of the RUA' MAI SON: Children made it themselves because il could be
made so easily. They took two branches of MAI SON, each 10-15 cms long. They were placed
in an angle to form a boat head. The tail was made of a bamboo stick used like the 2 MIA SON
branches mentioned before. A piece of bamboo, aboul 3-5 cms long, was made as a propeller.
Shreds of inner tyre were tied up o the bamboo slick for the boat tail.  The bamboo propelier
was tied to the inner tyre shreds. The propeller was spun lill the shreds were tighily spiral.  The
boal was put in water, the propeller was released and the spiral shreds spun back quickly which
resulted in spinning the propeller 1o drive the boat forward. Children had compelitions with their
RUA MAI SON among friends to see whose could go faster.

The RUA RAEQ (a speed boat) was made Dy carving ieak 1o make a small boal.  Adulis
made it for their children because il needed skill in carving or chiselling teakwood. -The flat par
of the boat had (o be nicely flatlened so that the boat had good balance. There was a nail under
it, this nail was benl to tie an elastic band to a propeller. The propeller was made of a tin piece
cut in a small propeller shape using a wire as an axle.  When the children wanted the RUA RAEO
10 move, they wound up the rubber band, then they put the boat in the water.  The propeller
would turn for a while and move the boat ahead. The name of RUA RAEQ came from ils shape
and in some areas it was called RUA BU. )
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

~ e/
RUA KAP-MA-PHRAO (§39N1UNENTTI)

RUA KAP-MA-PHRAO (a boat made of a coconut husk) was a folk toy using a coconut
husk as a boat with sails and a rudder to help navigate the boat using the wind.

Children made he RUA KAP-MA-PHRAO in the rainy season or al the beginning of
the rice planting season because there was a lot of water flowing in the canals and rivers. In
the old days, farmers depended only on the rains 1o plant rice and they usually planied it once
a year. When it started to rain, the fields were flooded. Villagers prepared their food supplies 10
move (o five in their rice fields. They buill HANG-NA (a temporary cottage in the fields) and
prepared the soil.  They would return home when they finished planting.  Therefore, they would
leave the village with all supplies in a wagon or by carrying them on their shoulders.  Only the
older people were left (o live in the village.  During this period, Ihere were so many kinds of food
supplies that there was no need to buy anything. Villagers could get frog, crab, fish and any
vegetables from the fields.  They needed coconut when they cooked some curries and villagers
had coconut trees at home. They also used coconut husks (o put in a fire using its smoke to
chase away the insects. Children used the husk fo make some boats called RUA BAI and
RUA MON. '

RUA BAI KAP-MA-PHRAO was made ol a coconut husk with the desired width, cut in
a boat shape and with the lower part flattened. The boat had a long and pointed front with some
sails an some bamboo sticks stuck firmly in ils middle part.  The sails were made of some leaves
like BAl TAN (a palm leafj, BAI TONG-KHUANG, and other leaves. Al the boat tail, a flal
bamboo piece was made to stick to it.  Then Ihese boals were placed in the waler to compete
to see whose could go fasler and longer.

RUA MON KAP-MA-PHRAO was made of a big sized coconut husk by using a sharp
knife to remove the hard part.  Somelimes a half size husk of a whole coconul was used because
it could slay well in the running water with its big curved section.

Construction: Children might have seen the big size RUA MON which had a deep
and wide slorage area. They then used a big size husk to make the same kind of boat with a
rudder. These boats were put in the waler and tugged in rows.  We no longer see these boats.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

RrUA BOK (158UN)

RUA BOK (a land boat) was a folk toy which was very popular among the children
in the Bang Krathum district of Phitsanulok province. Il might imitate the adulis’ boat racing.
And it was more popular among the boys than girls because it required a lol of energy in running if.

The RUA BOK was made of a bamboo stem of a mid-rib of a coconut leaf, about
5-10 meters long. It was smoothed off by a knife and then curved into a boal shape.  The ends of
the boat were tied up with a rope so (hat the head and the ends were bent up. A piece of cloth
and some flowers were lied 10 the boat head.

Game: A few groups of some children would compete in a running race while carrying
the RUA BOK along with them. There was a releree (o judge and give signals. The children
stood in a row and held the RUA BOK tightly with their hands and had the curved or the bent
par hit the ground while running. They usually played the RUA BOK in the rainy season and
on a muddy ground so that they wouldn’t get hurt when they fell.  Both players and viewers

slipped in the mud and enjoyed the game. If they played in summer, the ground had 1o be
fairly smooth. Children stood in rows. They could have as many RUA BOK as they wanied
in a race and each one would have the number of players as previously agreed.  When everyone
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was ready, Ihe referee gave the go signal.  The one hat reached the viclory point first was the
winner. If the string was broken or any player [ell, that RUA BOK lost at once. Or if any player
tried (0 cheat the other playeres, he or his boal would be judged as the loser also.

The children’s RUA BOK was an imitation of the annual traditional racing of the adults’
RUA BOK al wal Neonkum in Bangkralhum disirict, Phitsanulok province. It was adapled rom
the long boat racing. The villagers of Wat Neonkum say that every year in the lith lunar month.
the termple would have the robe presenting ceremony 1o the monks calied THOT KATHIN. There
would be many kinds of entertainment like LI-KE (folk play), boxing, RAMWONG folk dancing
and the lolk games. The long boat racing was one of Ihe highlights.  Each village would send
a long boat for the racing.  Later the river got shallower and villagers built boathouses and ordinary
houses in the river: therefore, the boat racing was not convenient or possible.  The temple commitiee
agreedl 10 arrange the RUA BOK racing instead.  They used a bamboo stem, about 8-10 meters
long. with nine players as the rowers.  They stood over the siems and ran back and forth for about
100 melers in each race. The winner of each race would go into the final round. They used
a green flag or green signal as (he go signal.

The RUA BOK competition of the children then imitated the adult one.  1t's good exercise
and an economical game.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

rUA BIN (V501%)

RUA BIN was a more popular toy among boys than girls in (he old days. The country
peop'e liked to call it RUA BIN instead of KHRUANG BIN which literally means flying machine.

There were three kinds of RUA BIN: ihe lirst kind could be hurled and would glide
in the air, the second was usually hung and the third was drawn along.

RUA BIN CHANIT RON (the airplane that could be hurled and would glide):
the children used branches of sugar cane flowers, planied all over by villagers, to make the bodies
of the RUA BIN. Each was aboul 20-30 cms. long. Each airplane would have its front wings
longer than the rear ones. These wings were made of palm leaves, the rear ones would also
have steerage. They were inserled into the body and were a little bit curved while being hurled.
The back part of the RUA BIN body would be used to dart it into the air to make it glide. il the
head part was 100 light, a*piece of wood would be inserted right into that pan.

- =1
- b .

g

RUA BIN CHANIT KHWAEN (the airplane that was usually hung): The children
usually used MAI SON wood 10 make the body of the RUA BIN which also had a spinning
propeller. It would be hung on the ceiling or under the house above the ground floor.  When
the wind blew, the propeller would spin.  Some adults would make the RUA BIN body from
hard wood wilh a tin propeller for their children to look at.  Another kind of RUA BIN would be
hung in the temple halls. It was delicately made by young people on the occasion of annual
Buddhist sermons like THET-MA-HA-CHAT or some important Buddhist days like the beginning
or the end of the Buddhist Lent. Their objeclive was to decorate the temple halls and 10 amuse
ihe children when (hey came to make merit there.  This kind of RUA BIN was made quite large,
about 1-2 melers long for the body, with a bamboo frame. Colored or transparent papers were
used to decoraie the body and the wings. Usually the young men made the RUA BIN while
the young children were busy making garlands and other flower arrangements.

RUA BIN CHANIT LAK DUNG (the airplane which was drawn along): it was
made with cotton pods which had to be young, green and oval. A palm leaf was used 10 make
Ihe wings and the tail. The colton pod was cut through to insert the wings and tail. A small
propelier was allached at the head.  The four wheels were also made from the cotton tree. It was
drawn along a smoolh path. The propeller would spin when the wind blew.

Now this toy is rarely seen. but the plastic and motorized ones or the remote-conirolled
ones are available and expensive.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

Lo (A8)

LO (a wheel) was a toy which had different names due to the rpalerials used, for example:
LO MAI (a wooden wheel), LO KALA (a wheel made ol coconut shell), etc.

The LO MAI was placed on the players’ shoulders and was pushed forward. It was
divided into two kinds:

I. LO DIEO (single wheel)

2. LO KHU (double wheels).

The LO DIEO had only one wooden wheel which might be in the shape of animals
or somelthing else like LO MANG-KON (a wheel in a dragon shape), LO KAl (a wheel in a
chicken shape), LO HAN (a wheel in a goose shape) and LO ROT-FAI (a train wheel). This
kind of LO (wheel) was made of hardwood or teak, about 1-3 inches thick. 1t was cut in a round
shape, smoothed with sandpaper, and a hole made in the middle to put in the axle.  Then a small
size bamboo slem, 1.5-2 meters long, was parled at one end fo put the wooden wheel in between.
Those bamboo ends had holes to insert the same axle the wheel had.  The other end of the bamboo
stem had a short stick nailed in a cross shape. When this end was placed on a player’s shoulder,
the cross stick would be al the chest level of the player.
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ENCYCLOPEDIAL. OF OLD FOLK TOYS

Some players made this toy like LO ROT-FAL (a train wheel).  When the wheel moved,
the sticks that locked like pistons of the wheel would move up and down. The animal-shaped
wheels would look like running animals when the wheels were moved because the sticks allached
(0 the wheels moved at the same time.

The LO KHU was made of a pair of wheels, with a hole in the middle of each 10 insen
an axle. A bamboo stem, 1.50-2 meters long, was parted al one end and holes made 1o insen
the wheels with an axle. At the other end, a spinning wheel was made 1o conirol the directions.
The LO KHU was sometimes made ol 2 coconul shells which had holes 1o insert a wire and

it was drawn around on the ground.
Now these LO cannot be seen easily and will finally disappear.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

LOLAK (AO8N)

LO LAK (a drawn wheel} was a folk toy in Ihe past being pulled around a village for
fun. There would be a puller or a pusher 10 move it forward, while another person sal on il
10 rotale later.

Construction: it might be a copy of the KWIAN (a wagon wheeh which villagers
usually called LO. The LO LAK was probably made by adults so that children could pull it
for fun, or for loading and carrying things around. The easy LO LAK could be made by children.

The LO LAK lor loading things might be imitated from the adults’ wagon wheel by some
adulls. They made 2 wooden wheels. each about 20-30 cms in diameter and a hole in the
middle 1o insert a steel or wooden axle. if they wanted 10 load something heavy, a steel axle
was needed. A frame was made on 1op of the wheels (o load the things. The pulling part was
made like KHOM WUA or KHOM KHW Al (a carved wooden piece placed on the animal‘s neck 10
lie with the pulling rope).  When a child played with this 10y, an adult would put it on another
child’s shoulders.  The second child was supposed to be the animal.  Another child who would be
a rider sat on the LO LAK and conirolled the directions.  Sometimes there were a lew riders,
the pulling handle could be made as KHAN MAI (a long wooden piece which was used o tie
to the animals with a big size rope for pulling the wagon wheel). Children pulled them ahead
in a race for fun. The LO LAK for loading was not only a toy bul also a tool used by villagers
10 carry short logs (or firewood or charcoal.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

o/
LO WONG KLOM (38739Na)

LO WONG KLOM was a folk 1oy that a child used as a stick to hit a wheel 10 move

forward. The child kept hitling ihe wheel 10 move lor fun. Il was used in competition and in
racing «lso.

The LO WONG KLOM (a wheel) was also called TI LUK LO and the wheel with a
stick.  This toy was made easily and economically. It was useful for physical exercise and

for fun because it was played in a group.

The game might be formerly played with any round items that were available like a
round cdge of a tobacco baskel, or olher kinds of baskels. They had to be round and strong
ilems in a wheel shape. Children used some slicks 10 hit these round wheels in compeltition.
wheels were then made 10 be toys without waiting for the lefi-overs of the old round items or
the edges of the old baskets.  Some big children could make this loy themselves.

Consfruction: A bamboo siem, about | meter long, was parned into sections. Each
section was about 2-3 cms wide. It was parted into strips, the inside paris of the strips were made
lhinner.  When the whole section was (hin enough 10 curve in circle, it was tied up lightly with
a string, bamboo slrip or a wire.  Then a slick 20-30 ¢ms was made from a branch or bamboo.

Game: Children played it in the front yard or on the road using a stick to hit the wheel
on and on. The stick was used to control the direction ol the wheel as desired.  They competed
as in racing. (

Later the bamboo wheel was replaced by the bicycle wheel (hal was no longer useable.
This game is rarely seen any more though it’s good for physical exercise and promoling unity.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

e/ e/
LO LOT DAI (Aa%aanng)

LO LOT DAI means a wheel made from a spool of thread. It was a popular toy among
the boys for playing around with and racing. From some empty spools of (hread they made
wheels in various styles.

This toy originaled from the sewing handicralls which occupied Thai female villagers
when Ihey had spare time, especially after the harvest season or before the rainy season.  Women
or housewives who had sewing skills would spend Iheir free ime weaving and repairing clothing.
Those who had special skill even tailored clothes {or themselves or for trading as a second occupation.

Thread was needed for many (hings. For example, the women needed it for sewing,
the men for fishing rods, animal nets, traps and kite string.  Thread, bound around a spool. was
available in the market. After the thread was used up, the spools were left around under he
house or in the garbage. People then simply made a toy called LO LOT DAI (a wheel made
from a spool) for children 1o play with.

Construction: Two-three spools of thread were used as wheels wilh a wire as a shall
inserted through the centre hole of each spool. Then the (wo ends of the wire were placed al
right angles with Ihe shaft wire so the spools would nol gel loose while revolving.  Somelimes,
a propeller was put on the spools so that il spun around at the same speed while the spools
moved forward. A long handle was made for the toy from a bamboo slick bound 1o Ihe shafl
wire. Usually the spools were made of soft wood, later plastic was used.

Game: Boys had 1o move this toy on a smooth path because it had small wheels.
The children enjoyed running this toy on dusty ground to make traces on it.  Playing with this toy
was considered major exercise for children.  And it was group play creating unity among the
children as well as self-initiative. :
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

LING CHAP LAK (899U%an)

A LING CHAP LAK (monkey on a pole) was a flolk toy for both children and adults.
it was tied to a pole or some palm or coconut trees and was pushed or pulled upwards with
a rope like a monkey climbing up.  When il gol to the top ol the pole, another rope was used
1o ease the monkey downwards like a monkey climbing down.

Some adulls made ihis 1oy 10 lie 10 a pole or a tree in front of their houses. It was made
lo eniertain the passers-by who stopped to drink water in front of each house where there was
a small jar of drinking waler in a small shelter or under a shade tree.  The water jar was a gesture
of villagers” hospitality for the tired travelers who had to walk all day long in the old days.

Construction: The LING CHAP LAK was made of teak or hardwood. cut and carved
with a knife or an ax to make the LING or the monkey life size. The four legs were nailed 10
a thick wooden piece which had some grooves or rollers. A rope was lied 10 the monkey’s neck,
and the end of the rope was tied 10 the upper end of the pole which the monkey would climb up.
The upper end had a puliey with an axle 1o pull the monkey up when the rope below was pulied.
when the monkey reached the pulley, the player would release the rope so (he monkey could back
downwards slowly.

The passersby of whatever age would enjoy this toy when they slopped 1o relax and
drink water at the shelter or under a shade tree in front of a house.

This toy LING CHAP LAK is no longer seen.  Some older people who recall its conslruction
can only give suggestions for the younger generations 10 make it as a sample for the future.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

LUK FAT (gn#la)

LUK FAT (a round spinning piece) was a oy in which one used his two hands 10 spin
a wooden axle with a round wooden piece on top of it. The LUK FAT that could spin longer
was the winner. It had another name, LUK PHAT, because it required spinning energy from
two hands so that this toy would be swung and spun with speed.

Some elder people say the LUK FAT was formerly made of clay in a round shape
with a wooden axle in the middle and when the clay piece dried, it became a toy called LUK FAT
in competition.  Sometimes, it was made of some round-shaped fruit LUK TAKO, LUK MA-KLUAI,
LUK CHAN, and LUK TA-KHOP. However, the LUK FAT, eithcr made of clay or round-shaped
fruit, did nol last long and would be ruined easily. Therefore, the wooden LUK FAT was invenied
and it had two important parts as foliows:

1. LUK FAT (the wooden round piece)

2. KAEN MUN (the axle).

Construction: The LUK FAT was made of a piece of hardwood, about 3-4 cms. thick
and 45 cms long, cut with a saw. A circle was made with a pencil on the wooden piece, then
Il was cut into a round shape with a knile, an ax or a saw. It was later smoothed with a file or
sandpaper. In Ihe middle, a small hole was made to insert an axle KAEN MUN. Some villagers
used the small pointed end of red-hot wire to make the hole in the wooden piece.

The KAEN MUN was made of hardwood or bamboo, 12-15 cms long, smoothed to the
size of a pencil but a litle bigger than the hole made on the LUK FAT piece. To insen the
KAEN MUN, a hammer was used to nail lhe KAEN MUN into the hole.

Game: A child used his two hands o hold the axle, KAEN MUN, a little bit above (he
ground and then swung il oul. The LUK FAT would spin with speed on the ground. Children
played with it in groups 10 compete 10 see whose could spin the longest. They always played
wilh it in (he front yard or on the ground which had a smooth surface.

Now this game is not seen, but it has been developed to become a plastic 1oy for competition.
This plastic 1oy is often found in a candy package lo attrac! the children’s atiention.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

‘e SeNe

e

wao (773)

WAO (3 kile) is a 1oy for both children and adults. 1t is supposed 1o have been played
for more than 700 years. The general WAO were separated and called WAO I LUM, WAO 1 TUI
or WAO DUI DUI and WAO CHULA.

The siory of Thai kite (lying is recorded since the Sukhothai period.  Inthe PHONG-SA-WA-
DAN-NUA (the Northern chronicle), it was said that PHRA RUANG (a Sukhothai king) loved (0
fly kites. And in the book TAMRAP THAO SI CHULALAK describing a royal ceremony BUSAYA
PHISEK (a bathing ceremony when the moon was passing a group of slars called BUSAYA
PHISEK). it was recorded that, ”In the second lunar month when there was the royal
ceremony BUSAYA PHISEK, the royal cows were offered food at the opening, the
court ladies waltched series of Kites and listened to voices around at night”

Laterin the AYUTHAYA period, there was a royal restriction that ordinary people could not
fty kites over the royal compound. LALOUBERT, a French envoy who lived in AYUTHAYA wrole
that the Thai kite flying scason was very joyful and the King’s kites were flown every night during
that season. In other reigns such as in King PHET RACHA's time, kite flying was also used in
a war. It was said PHRAYA YOMMARAT (the ruler of Nakhon Ratchasima town) tried to rebel
" against King PHET RACHA. King PHET RACHA had senl some soldiers (0 suppress him
for two years in vain. Finally, the King’s commander thought ol a trick to set fire (0 the (own
first by using a big pot full of black dynamile flown across Ihe lown wall by a WAO CHULA
kite with a long fuse.  After it went across. the fuse was set a fire and the pot exploded.  Villagers
were very (rightened by the big fire burning their houses. The King’s soldiers then could take
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

over the town with success. Later in the RATANAKOSIN period, there were many more styles
in making Thai kites and there were kite competitions for money. In the reign of King Rama V,
the kite flying sport was promoted with annual contests. The popular kite flying area in Bangkok
is known as the PHRAMAIN GROUND or THONG-SANAM-LUANG. In the up-couniry areas,
they fly kites in the front yards, on the streets, and in the fields.

Adults and children have always been skillful in making various kites, but the folk kites
were WAO I LUM, WAO I TUI (DUI DUI), and WAO CHULA.

To make a good kile required good parts for construction and the skill of a kite maker.
When a kile was flown and stayed slill, it was not as good as the one that could ﬂy steadily in
the air.

The WAO I LUM was more popular among children than olher kites because it was
easy to make and fly. It looked like WAO PAK-PAO, but bigger in size.  The frame was miade of
SISUK bamboo because this kind of bamboo has a belier texiure fo withdsland a strong wind.
The size of WAQ 1 LUM depended on the length of each bamboo stem which was parted first
and dried in the sun. The wings and the main body paris were first made and smoothed. The
ends of the two wings made smaller.  The popular length of the wings and chest was ”"wing six,
body five” which means il each wing is 6 inches long, the body must be 5 inches long. The
measurements could be in any system depending on the size of a WAQ. Then a string was
used to lie the wings to the body and the head. The lips of the two wings were bent down and
lied to the end of the body frame. When the whole frame was ready, it was glued with paper,
SAI-SUNG weighis and tails. .

The WAO 1 TUI (DUI DUI) got its name from a palm leaf attached to KHAN SIANG
(@ bamboo piece making a vibrating sound when il hit a sirong wind}. il was made (o stick o
the kite head.  When the Kite was blown against a strong wind, the palm leaf vibrated and had a
DUI DUI sound.

Construction: It was a big size kile, somelimes it was bigger than the size of a man.
The reason for making it big was the KHAN SIANG which attached to it 0 making a sound
when the wind blew strongly. The KHAN SIANG was made of bamboo in a bow shape with
a palm leaf atiached lightly to the two ends of the rope that were used to bend the bamboo bow.
This rope was waxed and then would vibrale the palm leaf when the wind hitit.  The WAOQ 1 TUI
had 2 pairs of wings. The upper pair or the head pair was about iwice as big as the lower pair.
Therefore, the two pairs of bamboo wings were made with the body pan that was used as the
handle to fly the kite.

The WAO 1 TUI was usually flown in the morning or late afternoon in winter.  Adults
preferred 1o fly the Kite very early in the morning, especially when they saw the north star when
they got up to water lobacco plants. The pleasant sound made by the kite indicated the maker’s
skill, Therefore, villagers held a competition for the WAOQO I TUL.  Children preferred to [ly Kites
late in the afternoon, or after school. They always played in the fields or any wide open area.

The WAO CHULA was somelimes calied WAO NGAO because of ils KHAN SIANG
sound when it flew in sirong wind. The construction of WAO CHULA is more difficult than
that of WAO I TUI, WAO PAK-PAO and other kiles because the WAO CHULA have 10 fly
really like a big bird. Therefore, the kite maker must be skillful. ~ Children cannot make this kKite.
The WAO CHULA needs some lead (o balance he head and Ihe tail so Ihat it can fly in a wide
area. The more it flies, the more the KHAN SIANG attached 10 its head will be vibrated and
sounded.

The Kite consiruction and game has been continued and the styles vary. The Kite game
is popular among adulis and children all over the country. 1t is @ Thai expression in entertainment
when hey have free time.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

WIHOK SALFA (3MA&18H)

WIHOK SAI-FA (a fast hird) or KAR YON (a lhrown (use cap} was a toy which was
lhrown inlo the air.  When it came down to the ground, the inside gas was hil by melal or wooden
pieces and then burst.

To play with this toy, children used fuse caps that were used with a muzzle-loading
gun or fuse thal could easily be found in a village. Al the early stage, children played with it
simply by placing Ihe fuse cap on a piece of wood and then used another wooden stick to hit it
and it burst. In some villages where there was a small train 10 transport sugar cane or firewood
lo manufacture sugar, children placed the fuse on the rail tracks. When the train passed, the
fuse burst. The development of fuse playing varied. At the first stage, they used 2 metal pieces,
lied to each other with rubber bands. A fuse was put in between the 2 metal pieces which were
throwr: in the air; when they came down on the ground, the melal pieces hit each other and so
the fuse burst and caused a loud noise.

Construction: The WIHOK SAIFA or KAP YAN was made ol a small melal (ube
from a bike (yre-it was called CHUP. A blunt nail was put into this tube CHUP, and iied tightly
wilh a rubber band.

Game: The tube was filled with fuses and covered with a nail. The toy had a rope
tied to it. It was thrown inio the air and when it came down to the ground, the fube and the nail
had more weight than the rope, so it hit the ground and burst.

This toy WIHOK SAI-FA or KAP YON was popular among boys who would compete
for whose 1oy burst louder.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

NON DOEN (Vi)

NON DOEN (a walking worm) was a loy using a rubber band and spools with a string
1o pull the spools forward.

Insect or animal toys were made in various styles with different maierials, for example;
insects made of leal wrapping, grass-hoppers made from the mid-rib of a coconut leaf, birds made of
palm leaves and fish made from coconut leaves.  Clay was used (0 make cows, bulfaloes, snakes
and insects. Leaves and other leli-over materials were used to make other toys. However,
toys that could not move did not attract much attention. Both adults and children then lIried 1o
make mobile foys using wheels and spools for small animal or insect toys.

Construction: The NON DOEN was made from a spool wilhout thread, with a rubber
band 1o insert into the middle hole of the spool with the two ends tied 10 a frame of the NON
(worm). The worm was made of a piece of bark or a leal or a piece ol paper cut in a worm
shape and [olded in worm rings.

Game: A rope or a string, about I meter long, was lied 10 the spool. A hole was made
on the upper side of the worm. For walking, the spool was spun lill the rubber band became
spiral.  When the worm walked, the end of the rope was pulled and released respectively.  The
spool would spin by the swing of the spiral rubber band and the worm would walk or move.
Somelimes when it was difficult to find a spool, a clay or cement spool was made.  The construction
of NON DOEN has been developed into an occupation which not only promotes an individual’s
economy and economy of the country as a whole, but also helps to preserve a folk heritage
as well.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

Y e/
MO KHAO MO KAENG (MN@Y1INNauHNJ)

MO KHAO MO KAENG (pots and pans) was a lolk game more popular among girls
than boys. It was also called LEN KHAI KHONG game which was not only for fun, but also
for physical, mental and social developmenl.

Gitls prefered this game more than boy because they were closer 10 their mothers or
the fermale who had the duly 1o prepare lhe family food. Therelore, girls imitated the routine
for fun.

Construction: They used items that were easily found like coconut shells, shells and crab
shells as (he containers or pols and pans.

Game: Dirt was used as rice, leaves were used as food. They were chopped and
put in a coconut shell or a "pot or pan” with water. They slirred it like the cook or a housewife
did and put it in a coconut shell of a “dish”. They used a bamboo strip as a spoon.  And they
pretended 0 eat.  They used paper in a round or square shape as money to pay lor the ”food”.

Laler, the pots and pans were made of clay, they were fired so they would become
hard and not leak. The clay pots and pans came in many shapes. The ones with a handle
were used for boiling and stir {rying.  Those without handies were used 10 cook the rice. They
also rade a clay stove using lhe same technique. The serving ilems were made of coconul
shells

It is quite rare to sce the game with the folk utensils today and now Ihe plastic pols and
pans ar¢ manufactured.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

HUN MAI SON (%% lsilaw)

HUN MALI SON (puppel made of MAI SON wood) was a mobile toy for children to look at.
when the wind blew, the HUN MAI SON would move. If it was made as a pair of boxers,
swordsmen or club fighiers, they would move as if they were fighting against the others.

The construction was the same as KRADING KAMPU (a bell made of crab claw) which
had = propelier wrned by the wind and sounding like a bell. The HUN MAI SON could be
made in different styles like a bittern bird or heron. A piece of MAI SON wood was cut and
made like a billern or heron, then il was hung. When the wind blew, it moved like a bitiern
searching for a fish.

Anolher kind of the HUN MAI SON was the HUN Tl KRA-BONG (club fighter puppel)
which was made by adults for children to look at. 1t would be hung above a cradle or from
a ceiling.

Construction of the HUN TI KRA-BONG: Two big pieces of MAI SON, about 8-10 cms
long cach, were carved as (igures of 2 men holding 2 clubs.  Sometimes they used small bamboo
sticks tied to the hands of the two MAI SON figures which could be painled black, red or blue
10 make them more beauliful and to indicate that they were not on the same side.  The two figures
were hung from a ceiling.  They were attached to a propeller made of a piece of paper or tree leaves.
These propellers were attached to strings, above the figures, and were blown by wind 10 make
the figures move as if they were using clubs to fight each other.

The construction of the HUN MAI SON indicates the Thai creative identity proving their
inventiveness as toy makers. [t also indicates the use of Thai people’s spare time. Children
paid more attention to the mobile HUN MAI SON than to crying.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

HUN NAM KHAT KHAO (1;7’%%%7&/5@55’))

HUN NAM KHAT KHAO (puppet made of a tree spike) was a folk toy using banana
leaves 1o wrap around a spike of a tree called KHAT KHAO as a puppel.  This puppet was played
with for fun.

People might have seen the puppet used in some fairs.  They then imitated them 1o make
puppet toys for children to play with for fun. the spikes from a KHAT KHAO iree were curved
like a buffalo horn. This tree was grown at the fence of a house to prevenl robbers or animals
breaking into the house. the spikes were in pairs with pointed ends. The leaves were fried
to eat with chilly peste.

Construction: A stem of KHAT KHAO tree was cut, 7-10 cms long, with spikes on
the ton 1o make the shoulders of a puppet. A banana leal was used 10 make as a blouse for it
by using the spikes themselves 10 keep the banana laaf in a blouse form.  The puppets were
made in difierent colors depending on the colors of the banana leaves.  Each might be supposed
1o take various roles in a play, such as: a hero, a heroine, a king, a comedian, a villian and
a soldier.

Game: it was played in two ways as follows:

1. One player operated a few puppets as in a play or a LI-KE ({olk play) that he had seen
before. He used one hand 1o hold the puppet up and move it, while he was singing or lalking
lollowing a play script.

2. A few players helped each other 10 hold the puppels and move them. They sang
or lalked lo each other in short verses.  The players were close friends and were not shy.  When
they wanted 1o take a rest, they sStuck the puppets on a short banana trunk.

This game cannol be see now and the siory about it can only be told by some elders.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLY FOLK TOYS

wor (1n2a)

WOT was a toy made of small-size bamboo stems, glued together with lacquer or tied
around by a siring. Air was blown in bamboo holes to make a sound WOT. This loy was
sometimes called WUT.

The WOT was developed from a wind instrument to call animals. For example, in
taking care of elephants, the mahout used a hollow cow horn to blow air in and made a sound.
The elephant leader heard and recognized the sound, he then led his followers back to the keeper.
Other wind instruments 10 call wild chickens, doves and other birds were all made from bamboo
(o imilate bird sounds. When the birds heard the sound, they moved closer and would be trapped
or shot with bows or guns by hunters.  The WOT or WUT might have developed from the bird
calling instruments.

Construction: Some 5-8 small size bamboo stems, in various lengths were used.  This
small size bamboo was called PHAI-PRAQ. Each had only one joint left on the stem fo make
a hole in the middie. This area was rounded with a knife. One of the stems which was the
biggest was put in the middie as a handle. This bigger stem was sometimes tied with a string
10 swing to make a sound also. Lac was heated until melied, and when it started to cool, it was
used 1o glue all the bamboo stems together with the holes on the same side. Some lac was
put on some holes to make them only half open and by doing that, they would make a high pitch.

Game: The air was blown into the holes at the same time and the sounds came out
in chorus from the holes. Somelimes when a louder sound was needed, a string was used 10
tie (o the bigger stem [or swinging.  Only boys played wilh this toy and competed to see whose
WOT was the loudest.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

1k0 (8l12)

1 KO was another folk toy in the old days. Children and teenagers used this oy 1o race
when walking and running. It had different names due 1o regional variation. For example,
it coulit be called KOP-KAP-KUP-KAP, I-KUP-1-KAP, KOP-KAP, PA-KAP, KOP-KAEP, KO-KA,
KO-KEK, I-KOP, RONG-THAO (shoes) KALA and MA (horse) KALA.

The different names might come from the sounds heard while walking or running.  Or
they might come from the way this 1oy was used or played. It was more popular among boys
Ihan girls.

Construction: The 1 KO was made of empty coconut shells that were left around.
Two coconut shells with natural holes on top were selected.  Their sizes should be the same,
rather big and flat so a player could siep on them comifortably wilhout hurting his (eet or slipping
off. Some players would polish them with a BUNG (a flok/local file) or sandpaper to make them
smooth. A rope or string was inserted through the natural holes, about 1-2 meters long. If the
holes were 100 small, they could make them bigger by using a knife or a nail. The two ends
of the rope or siring were knoted so that it would not slip off the holes while walking or running.

Game: The coconut shells were turned upside down on the ground and stepped on.
The rope would be between the first and second toes, the rest of the rope was pulled up 10 the
height of a player’'s waist or chest. While walking or running with these coconut shell shoes,
the rope had 1o be pulled high all the time, or the player would fall down. When children were
skillful in walking with 1 KO, they would compele in races and in pairs.  Some up-country schools
are still using this kind of game in their activities. Sometimes five players competed in each race.
They lisiened 10 the slarting signal and raced to the victory line.  The one who reached the victory
line first would be the winner, but his feet could not touch the ground and he could not fall off
ihe 1 KO,

This 1 KO game was fun, economical and good exercise for coordination of the feet
and the hands. It also created unily indireclly among the groups of players.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

1ot (980)

I DIT was an lolk toy made by adulis for their children to play with.
strong, il became a weapon or a hunting (0ol

accusiomed [0 i1S use.
NA MALI (bow and clay balls. bow and arrows).
hear about il from some elders.

If it was big and
Adults made this toy (0 have their children become
It was said that the I DIT was the origine of our KHAN KRASUN and
We cannot see the I DIT any more and only

Consftruction: It was made of wild bamboo called MAI PHAI PA which had no spikes or

MAl PHAl SANG (bamboo found only on the mountain). There were two kinds of I DIT as
follows:

1. 1 DIT RANG
Parls:
1. DAM THUA (shall)
2. KHAN DIT {bow)
3. KRA-DUANG (irigger or lock)
4. RANG (groove 10 place an arrow)
5. LUK DOK (arrow)
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

Game:

I. The bow was pulied (0 the trigger, an arrow was put in the groove.
2. It was aimed at the targel, then he trigger was pushed to spring the bow.
3. The bow release the arrow toward the targel.
2, I DIT KRABOK
Parts:
1. DAM THUA (shaft)
2. KHAN DIT (bow)
3. KRA-DUANG (trigger or lock)
4. KRA-BOK (groove 10 place a clay ball)
5. LUK KRA-SUN (clay balls) or LUK HIN (stones).
Game:

I. The bow was pulled 10 the irigger, a clay ball or stone was put in the groove.
2. It was aimed al the targel, the trigger was pushed.
3. The bow would release the clay ball or slone toward the target.

The 1 DIT game was played with in competition at a temple fair or in some Yestivals
like ”Songkran” (Thai New Year) and Buddhist Lent. The reward was the fun and the fame.
The players were moslly leenagers and boys because they might use it in their daily life.

155



. . -
Fr31ynsuvaviaunnuniiiuwinsgluedn

— t-'l+
elije)

A A o 1 v o Vv oa -l a g: A 1A A g: A d‘ Ve dl v Q.
fila Lﬂumaat,aul’umu WA N3 ATam I aIa L RoIN beDwile ldsns fuaw

ad A a ' 4 ca
SHaLIEnUAS N wanndand
A = 1 d‘ o 1 3 3 o 1 1 a 1 1}
900 Dwreaauiin{die idin 9 feunsnild TaglrldliwTamwurulinneiia daulwy
@naztioud W dnuTuddonnniwiuld wsei ldhessm laazainni
1 Fid. A 1 A
FuU5nauadied 2 8w Ao
1 YV
1, LLuu’lwqu
YA ar
0. \Wiedy
r- K 1 ¥ o ( L 1
/M Lmu'lwqu il avwen 1 UFesld wledsziao 1 Wa e Tilying
9 a Y Y 4 o v v A ' W A o ) -3
anunusznm s-s ufwns wzgunldduladumisdmiufasgnibon winliun g Aduldmwi
A ! v 1 e A QI/ ¥ 4' 4 A v 1 !
wm:’tmm:ﬂm Lm:lmﬁmuﬂmu“lmuﬂamwa;&nmman‘lmmu
194“ s | A A v A A ° v o A
A0V i I i Uszanm 1 wat daoSeandanldisey vneiena lddadufianuen
a = v 4 £ @ A Q dﬂ.
winsidnfaud mivdutalunamyudidie
A o \ Y (Y s w v a v ( @ a v @ W A
mamuuuﬁwguuaziumaﬁmmmmaﬂm’nansamgum‘lumuma;&nmnmaﬂmu'lu Usedan
-1 v Qv Q- va Qv v -}
Snenudianudanliledu Wwrenazidszanm 1 v{‘cﬂ

ada 1 ad | a ) A AT vA a | 4 w P w
A 800 asiaunSmaIuunsen s lﬂnuammmyuuwﬂumﬂwqumuaﬁmzamu
A Qv J A ID ﬂ.:
LLuu’lﬁnmmuﬁwmmmﬁ]:ﬂ:mnuam A RDIImIonsate Lamﬁmum:a%ammmnamu

A a v L A A a Q- 1 A ! Yo a ° g A
LW@@\LWQ%I%LLHHULSN LLSZSUE}"UENIV’\SLﬁﬂd@\dﬁﬂWLS’\:’,ﬂ’)’\ fmmmw;dmummmmmlumsmmuwmw

156



ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

4
18U (3ia)

I BU was a spinning 1oy which made a sound when it was spun in the wind and the
name came from the sound. In some places, il was called MAK BU.

The I BU was an easy (oy that could be made by children using bamboo or pieces of
any kind of wood. But most children made il from bamboo because it was easier and more
convenient 1o gel. 1 BU had two important parns as follows:

1. a piece of bamboo (0 be spun

2. a wooden/bamboo handle.

Construction: A bamboo slem about | foot long was divided and sliced to make a flat
piece about 3-4 cms wide. A hole was made at one end 1o insert a string.  Or sometimes one
end of this flat bamboo was made as a nich for the string 10 be tied.

For the handle, a one-meter long bamboo stem with one end smaller was used.  Sometimes
a shorter handle was used. The siring [rom the [lat bamboo piece was tied to the handle. The
length of this siring was about | [ool.

Game: Children played 1 BU on the ground floor of a house or in the open ground by
spinning I BU above the player’'s head. When the flat bamboo piece was spun quickly through
the wind, it made a sound which amused the player. The loudest I BU was considered the best.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

180 (81T

1 BO (bamboo gun) was a toy played with by children (o fire at each other making a
loud noise. Some called it 1 THOP, BAK THOP, BONG PHLO, BOK PHONG, PANG PLO,
PUEN YAT BO or PUEN MAI PHAL

Consfruction: it had two important pans: a cylinder barel and the shaft and a small
bampoo siem with 1-2 cms diameter.  The smaller size provided better sound.  The type of bamboo
used was called MAI PHAT KHAT which was found on the hills, or MAI PHAI RUAK or MAI
PHAI LIANG. The bamboo stem used was about 1 foot long or the length between two joinis;
the op joint was removed, It was divided inlo two paris:

The barrel was made of the bamboo stem without the joint, almost three fourths of the
whole length. It was cut off and smoothed.

The shall wds made of the rest of the stem with the joint. about 10 cms long and smoothed.
A small hole was made on the join! (o insert @ bamboo slick.  This bamboo stick was made
ihe same lengih as the barrel. 1t was stuck into the hole tightly.




ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FOLK TOYS

Game: The oy had to use LUK KRASUN (ammunilion) which was the nuis or seeds
like LUK PO KRACHAO, LUK KHAT KHAO and LUK KHI THAO. These LUK KRASUN
were usually a little bigger than the barrel, but they were pressed down by the shaft to bar the
air gelling out and (0 make a loud noise when firing.  When one LUK KRASUN was down
in the barrel, another was pul-in al the lop and Ihe shalt was pushed in with force and speed.
The air pressure caused the bursting sound. The LUK KRASUN or DAT was released (rom
the barrel by the same air-pressure and could hurt someone also. Later the LUK KRASUN was
rade of soaking paper which made the same loud noise, but did not hurt anyone.

This game was played lor fun.  Children might divide into a good side and a bad side
to fire al each other. They played on the ground floor, in the yard or the fields. They also
used this 1oy (0 shoot lizards or insects 1o lesl their aim.

Now the construction of the 1 BO has been modified to make a gun called PUEN AT LOM
using the same air-pressure design, but the “ammunition” may be made of MAI SON wood
or wooden corks
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1op (818y)

1 OP (a frog sound) was an old toy in which a hand was used 10 rub the waxed thread
causing a frog-like sound.

Frog was one of the main animals in a village and used to cook many dishes.  Frogs
were easily found and caught in the rainy season, while the villagers were planting rice.  In summer,
frogs were difficult to find and they lived in the deep holes.  The frogs in the holes were called
KOP CHAM SIN. The frog’s sound was very familiar to that of the children. When adulls using
KHO KOP (hook) went (o get frog in summier, they had (o imitate the frog sound to call out the
frogs irom ihe holes.  Upon hearing the frog sound, ihe frogs responded and the villagers knew
where they were.  Besides making frog sounds by mouth, the 1 OP was used. The I OP game
was played for fun among children and in competition.

Construction: A gmall hole was made at the lower part of an empty match box to tie
a thread with a knot inside. The thread was waxed until it shone.

Game: A player held the match box in one hand and the other hand rubbed (he (hread
downwards, the sound vibraled in the match box and became a frog sound I OP.

The competition of playing I OP was divided into the sharp and base sounds.  They might
judge themselves or have a middle man as a judge. This game is not played any more and
will finally disappear.
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