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The Study Holy Elephant and Local Resources Management in Li sub basin

Lamphun Province
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Abstract

The study of Holy White Elephanl Parade and resource management in Li walershed in
Lamphun province was conducted under the theme of cultural space construction in which the
cultural power has been articulated and strengthen for solving problems and providing
opportunities, in the secular life of communities. The contents of this theme intend to
demonstrate that cultural spaces have derived varieties of cultural performances of ethnic
groups, cultural sources of learning, group solidarities, and cullural connectlions. The research
finding showed that there were three main inhabitant ethnic groups in Li watershed, so cailed
Tai Yuan, which comprised of Khon Muang, Khon Yong, and Yang Peang or Poe/Ploong, that
those had Buddhist monks (Kru Ba) as the mutual spiritual person for hundreds years. Although
they were different in term of cultural patterns and social life, Kru Ba were important leaders who
had an influence on the conslructlion of local cullural pallerns, especially the resellling and the
social harmony.

After 1840, there were changes in land use pattern that leaded to the natural resource
and environmental decline in Li watershed by which the forest and lignite concessions,
commercial crop practices, and forest land classlfications for conservation, those that brought
about the transformations of natural resource utilities and environment as well as perceptions of
local people on natural resource values. In 2005, therefore, the Holy White Elephant Parade was
revived, following the ceremony done by Kru Ba as in the past, by local people in ordered to
bring different user groups to meet and discuss on the natural resource decline and related
problems then find out the solutions. Consequentiy, the traditions and cultural events that
served the social solidarity and crealed social space for communities to launch the natural
resource and environmental management activities were searched. it was found that the related
believs, traditions, and cultures were: the belief on spirits of house, village, forest, water,
watershed and mountain; spirits of protection; the tradition of water or river life maintenance; the
ceremony of forest ordination; and the tradition of Hae Kae. The study on those cultural
performances revealed thal there was an explanation on different senses of locality in which
people in communities, local people, and outsiders or the new comers were formulated. For
local people, the senses of locality were varied by different ethnicities which were formulated

through focal narrative histories of each ethnic group that constructed harmonious awareness



among different ethnic groups. It was to say that the local narrative histories served as an
arangement of social relations in this area. The senses of the same group or locality among
ethnicities were originated through local narrative histories of Li watershed communities which
manifested in forms of folkiores, legends, and histories. While, the new comers contested on the
mentioned social spaces by replacing new discursive spaces on the previous ones in which the
land and resources were classified by administration area, scientific watershed classification
methods, utility-based land categorization, for example.

In ordered to counter the contests of Li watershed resource management, local believs,
traditions, and cultures were applied to rearrange social relationships of people in four levels,
they were (1) the household level: feeding ceremonies were done for apologize spirits of
household land and weir in cases that the family utilized the land for agricultures; (2) the village
and community fevel: there were ceremonies of forest ordination, feeding ceremonies for
watershed spirits, protection spirits, the village’s spirits, the village’s soul, and the spirits of weir.
In addition to Hae Kae was a traditional practice on this level; (3) between communities or
villages level: there were ceremonies of forest ordination, feeding ceremonies for the spirits of
weirs, and the Hae Kae. These practices were found in areas that communities had involved in
the common pool resources, therefore the communities' members organized the ceremonies
together; (4) the watershed level: there was the ceremony so called the Holy White Elephant
Parade, which was assumed that it initiated by one Kru Ba namely Kru Ba Sri Vichai. However,
the narrative history about this ceremony was varied articulately by different ethnic groups. Each
ethnic history was more like to indicate that the famous local Kru Ba of each own area was the
initiator, such as, Kru Ba Chak at Wat Tung Pong, and Kru Ba Khao Pi in Tung Hua Chang
district:

Moreover, there were applications of Dharma ethics, for example, the Jataka - one of
five hundred odd stories of former incamations of the Buddha that the ceremonies asserted
Buddha's charity on royal white elephant namely Praya Patjainaken; a lecture on Dharma ethics
called Praya Pla Chon and Praya Khan Khak; those that were inserted in the mentioned
ceremonies which promoted the solidarity values: sharing, sacrifice, and charity for each others

especially among the people inhabited in the same watershed area as well as the nature and

environment.



In sum, this research revealed methods of cultural construction of spaces for
harmonious living among different ethnic groups, and of cultural construction of learning spaces
for next generations to understand natural resource and environmental management values.
Finally, the local thoughts and reconstructed meanings manifested toward the nature and
environment through cultures, traditions, believs, and ceremonies by which local communities
had long operated, were introduced to relevant agencies, organizations, and publics as an
attempt to generate the mutual understanding on the resolutions of natural resource and
environmental declination of local people as well as conflicts between natural resource users,
under the transformations of thoughts and pattemns of land and natural resource utilization, that

would led to the harmonious solutions among stakeholders in Li watershed.

Kusol payaksak
June 2007
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