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Abstract

The Upper Wang Watershed Youth Network was established, simultaneously with the
establishment of the Upper Wang Watershed Network, Northern Farmer Network,
and so, as a part of a social movement protesting the Thai state’s conservation policy.
The network select four Pakakeryor cultures, i.e. sword performance (Rum-dab),
traditional sing (Eu-Tha), traditional vina play (The-na), and Pakakeryor alphabet
writing, to be descended to the youths as they can reflect Pakakeryor’s identity,
ideology, and value. The descendent process is a strategy to create negotiating space
for Pakakeryor culture, so that ‘Pakakayor’ can be acknowledged in social space.
Morover, Pakakeryor youths will be proud of and dignified to their culture and have
more self confidence to determine their ways of life.

Compared the progress of the Pakakeryor culturally descendent processes between of
Thoongluang community and of Pong Noi Khow found that the Thoongluang youth
group had more advance activities than the Pong Noi Khow youth group had. Both
communities have transforms their production system. However, there is an
agricultural promotion project in Pong Noi Khow community. The youths are hired to
work for the project and have less time for communal activities. The Pong Noi Khow
community selects a single representative to coordinate with the networks, but does
not support the youths to participate in the networks’ activities. In negotiating to state
agencies or outside capitalists, Pong Noi Khow community was assisted by NGOs
closely thus the problems could be solved in short time. Consequently, the villagers
had not an opportunity to learn from the problems.

The Thoongluang community has more numbers of the youths living in the
community and they do not work for development project, but work in their own
farms. Hence, they have plenty of time to participate in communal activities. Also, the
community leaders, who work as a group, usually support the youths to participate in
all activities and in the processes to solve communal problems through the discussion
among community members. Moreover, many outside organizations have started
many pilot projects at Thooonlaung community before extending to the other
communities. This develops learning process of Thoongluang villagers and as a result
to the advance of the youth group and its activities.

According to several activities of the network, the youths in community, watershed,
and across watershed levels can organize collective groups, activities, and learning
process effectively. However, it is just the beginning stage thus the youth have not
changed their ways of thinking and life yet. In long term, we can estimate that this
network and its activities will be developed furthermore and the participated youths
will have clearer view for determining their ways of life and have important roles in
developing the community.
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