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Abstract

This research focuses on social interactions and negotiations for socio- cultural
space construction of Tai migrant labors who working in agricultural fields and households
in Chiang Saen district, Chiang Rai Province. An Identity of displaced people is used as a
conceptual framework to understand the process of negotiation amidst marginalized
situation that Tai migrants have been encountered.

The study reveals that aithough local Thai realize to the importance of Tai migrant
labors to Thai economy, both agricultural and household migrant labors have been placed
as “the Others”. However, some differences can be observed between Tai migrants who
stay with their employers and those with their relatives outside their working places.

The migrant labors who stay with their employers have limited social networks and
social interactions with their relatives and local people in Thailand. Since their life's security
highly depends on their employers, they are barely able to negotiate in any aspects with
their employers and always face restricted working conditions.

On the other hand, migrant labors who stay outside their working places are able to
access to social networks and some assistance from their relatives and local people. The
level of dependency to their employers is lower than the other Tai labor groups. These
labors can negotiate some aspects with their employers and do not face the critical
situations like those who stay with their employers. These labors also have more condensed
social interactions with local people than the first group.

In the current situations, Tai migrant labors have been advancing their negotiation in
various forms for socio-cultural space construction. They maintain social relations with their
remote homeland in Shan state, Burma by sending money and going back to their home. In
Chiang Saen, they represent their “Thainess” via their Buddhist practices and their
faithfulness to the King of Thailand. Some Tai migrant labors are attempting to construct a
sense of home in the settled place they live in. Moreover, they also define their new
identities: as an invaluable labor to Thai economy, as a “modernized labor” and as a labor
who has capacities for consuming modern goods. The negotiation of Tai migrant labors
bring to an emergence of various identities that are reproduced and constructed

dynamically under their historical contexts and on-going situations they have encountered.
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