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Local History, Socio-Cultural Persistence and
its Transformation “Namton® BaanMuangkung,

Hangdong District, Chiang Mai.
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ABSTRACT

This research attempts to understand the history and the persistence of
Namton of Baan Muangkung Hangdong District, Chiang Mai. The research, therefore,
requires the cooperation with the community by gathering the Muangkung historical
knowledge and study the transformation of cultural perspective, ways of lives, and
persistence in Namton community upon the changing. The research is to study the
history of Namton community, how the community transforms and adjusts itself in the
midst of economic and modern society.

Baan Muangkung is situated at approximately 10 kilometers away from
Chiang Mai downtown along the Chiangmai-Hangdong Road. This place was once
called itself “Baan Namton” or the place which makes the backed-clay water containers.
Baan Muangkung is one of the communities which have their history relate to the iegend
of Chiang Mai for over 100 years. From the status of “Namton” (or water containers) and
baked-clay pottery (with the local wisdom) crafismen village, the people in this
community are all Tai in origin which were hired to become the experts in molding
pottery since the beginning of King Kawila's ages.

In the past “Namton” (or water containers) were the house wares which relate
to human. For people in Baan Muangkung, over ages, Namton is not only essential in
everyday life, but it also has the social relation as the exchange goods, present to the
monks, souvenirs for leaders and guests, and including to show the social status. The

forms and roles of Namton towards Baan Muangkung have changed upon a time.



Namton is not only variety in the usages, but its processes of producing are also change
with the use of modern technology machines. Moreover, the materials used in the
producing process aiso change according to the times.

Namton has been reduced its roles and become the cultural product which
can be varied from the demand of cabitalism markets, so it is, later, become only the
souvenirs and decorative items. Community has a huge range of transformation upon
the press to become the model of OTOP villages, for example, landscape readjustment,
building reconstruction, the giant Namton (largest water container). These changing
results the village becomes known from the outsiders. At the present, Baan Muangkung
has an extremely change in the productions, materials, styles of the containers which
vary from the demand of the markets, and even the community transformation for
becoming model of OTOP villages. These developments bring about the pride,
unigueness, and strength of the community in order to deal with the capitalism society.
Having long history is the key factor to lead Baan Muangkung become contender in the
model of OTOP villages' competition. The press to become the model of OTOP villages
strengthens the community and be ready to handle with the upcoming transformations.
The right adjustment of the community results to the persistence in identity of Baan
Muangkung and to empowered the cooperation and united which turn back status of the

community.
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