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The Study of Vernacular Architecture on the Ping River
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Thesis Topic: The study of Local Architecture in the provinces on the Ping River
Researcher:  Assistant professor Chatchawan Thamasorn

Department:  Arts and Culture

Faculty: Industrial Technology

Institute: Kamphengphet Rajaphat University

Year of study: 2004
Abstract

This study aims at exploring local architecture in the provinces on the Ping River from
Banpotpisai District in Nakonsawan province to Muang-Tak manicipal area in Tak province.

The researcher has specifically chosen communities where houses which retain locality still
remain. The study then proceeds to the community’s history, lifestyle and culture from the past to
the present and how they are connected.

The study uses questionaires and interviews to gather the locals’ opinion toward their
community, and also sets up a seminar for them to share their opinion about both preservation and
development. The population is divided into 6 case studies; with a total of 347 samples and is
calculated for its frequency percentage and moderate arithmetic values.

This study has discovered many houses that preserve the local architectural value, and
yet have different styles as a result of the different professions of each owner. These houses are
gathered as a big group, and also scattered along the Ping River, especially in the market area
downtown and in the countryside community.

The result from both ficldworks and interviews reveal that people in each district still
love and are proud of their own heritage. They mostly are satisfied to live a traditional lifestyle
and have no desire to move, yet want to sec more development in the environment and public
facilities.

The patriotic sense still remains in the relationship between people in the community,
which harmonizes with the community-behavior observation, fieldworks and questionaires. This
also conforms to the idea of preserving, developing and promoting their community to cultural

tourism.
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