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THE STUDY OF VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE IN
NAKORNSAWAN PROVINCE
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ABSTRACT

This study on Nakornsawan Local Architecture: Case study of Temple and
House Building was financially supported by government budget under the
. administration of National Cultural Committee Division, Ministry of Education, 2002. The
research spent 3 months for accomplishment, started on 1 July, 2002 and finished on
30 September 2002.

The project work plan was divided into 2 stages:

Stage 1, was a month field work to collect data on historical and architectural art of
temples including their historical background, general characteristics, cultural formation
and housing design patterns of various ethnic groups settled in the target area.
Stage 2, was 2 months running research work in data analysis of the field work
documents related to forms and technique of temples and houses construction,
including the final report submitted.

It was found from the study that Chinese migration into Nakornsawan
Province not only caused the changing to local people’'s way of life, architectural
elements of temple construction, but also influenced their housing design that accepted
the Chinese row house style. This widespread impact on architectural design could be
easily noticed in other provinces of the country as well.

More than anything else, the rural housing design in Nakornsawan had
been developed to from differently from conventional Thai house of the central area.
However the bedroom plan still kept the position of laying two spaces of posts in either
rectangular or square shapes. The inner raised floor was widened. The signicant
feature of housing design was keeping house and toilet apart. Only wealthy people
could build the house by using wooden wall called Fahpakon or Fahlukfug. Before
performing main post laying ceremony, the before-hand wooden walls made by
Chinese craftsmen had to be prepared.

The various ethnic groups clustered in Nakornsawan had their own
housing styled. They lived among their own people in each village. It can be concluded
that no matter how much influence and changing the people conformed and accepted,
they still kept their concept on Thai architecture that consisted of belief, design,

construction techniques. The main concept of Thai architecture was maintained among

Nakornsawan citizens.
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