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Lanna Dance : A case study — Princess Dararatsamee

Period (1873 A.D.) up to Present.
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Abstract

The main purpose of this particular study is to show the development of the
Lanna Dance and the conceptualize forms and functions of the dance that had
developed in accordance with ancient Lanna culture. From the study it was found
that within the period of 129 years from the time of Princess Dararatsamee up to
the present, Lanna Dance had gradually developed in the past but within the past
15 years it had jumped very fast. The researcher had divided the duration of the
development into three periods as follows; (1) The early period was between
2416-2478 B.E. , this is the time where the dance in the Royal Palace in the North
was influenced and directed by the King and the princess. Many new dances were
designed and created by the modification of the dances from both the Burmese
and the Central Thai Royal Court dance. These dances were created to suit the
Lanna ‘s culture and heritage. (2) The second period was between 2479-2529 B.E.
This period lasted 50 years since the end of Chiang Mai absolute monarchy
government and the central Thai government ruled over this part of the country. The
Department of Fine Arts had much influence in dance and music through the
establishment of Chiang Mai Dramatic Art College. Many of the ancient dances
were lost and were modified and directed by the Department of Fine Arts from
Bangkok. (3) The last period started from 2530 B.E. up to the present. It is the
globalization and Internet Communication technology period. So many groups had
paid much attention to the Lanna Dance. Studies were conducted in great
numbers, many new kind of Lanna dances were created and designed. Some of
the dances were copied from other regions of the country to suit the trend and the
popularity of the public, for example Rabam Silpachip (The occupationa! dance).
Many new kind of dances were designed with the concept in mind that “Dance is
an Art“ the focus is on the wholeness of the Art rather than the meaning of the
gracious movement. The dance is free to start and end as one likes, and not

according to the styles and forms from Department of Fine Arts. The reason behind



this is that the dance contextual framework had greatly changed. The conclusion of
this study is that the development of Lanna dance should take into consideration
many aspects in regards to its culture, history, identity, uniqueness and other
elements that should be kept in tact, and that we should not mix other's culture into

our dance and forget our ancient Lanna culture,
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