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Abstract

The Yawng people of Buakkhang sub-district,San Kampheang District, Chiang Mai
migrated from Muang Yawng, Burma. From archeological study and oral history, this Yawng
inhabited area was the ancient and properous community since the period of Hariphunchai and
Lanna. However, we can not be sure whether the inhabitants were Yawng. The evidence showing
the migration of the Yawng is the record of the Buakkhang temple in mulberry papers. During the
period of “Kap Phak Sai Sa Kap Kha Sai Mua.ng”, a large number of people migrated to Lan Na.
The Yawng moved to settle down in Buakkhang sub-district which is the adjacent area between
San Khampeang district and Ban Thi sub-district of Lamphun, one of the largest Yawng
commnunities.

The Yawng adjusted themselves very well with the Lan Na structure due to the
cultural similarities of the Yuan of Lan Na. Their cultural identy is the Yawng language which
makes them different from their Yuan neighbors. From the past to present, there was no serious
conflict between the Yawng and the Lan Na people. Changes in Yawng society occurred
simultaneously with the other groups’ in Lan Na. The factors of changes were both external and
internal. From the Bangkok centralization during the reign of King Chulalongkomn, the coming of
the Western capitalism and modernization, the local development planned by the Thai government
to the rapid growth of tourism and industrial investment in the present, paralleled with the
agricultural problems of the community, the location whidh is close to the center of tourism and
handicrafts and the educational development, the Yawng people adjust their ways of life,
substitute their old culture with the Bangkok and the Western ones. Some local institutes which
slower the changes are the temple which has much influence on the elderly people, the housewives
clubs which carry on the local ceremonies and the supplementary occupations which keep the
people working in their own villages. The Yawng who still make their living on agriculture and
the supplementary jobs still have time to participate in the local ceremonies and associate within

their own people. Thus, helping to maintain the old Yawng culture.
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