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ABRSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to determine 1) the history
and the socio - economic conditions of Thung Luang community : 2) the
current status of earthenware making ; 3) earthenware making methads.
styles, and distinguishing features of Thung Luang earthenware and
pottery ; 4) skilled potters and craftsmen, 5) the socio - economic
impact of earthenware making on the community ; and 6) ways for
promoting and conserving earthenware and pottery as a career for the
people in Thung Luang community.

The data were gathered hoth through field study vsing a
questionnaire, observation, and interview, and throuvgh documentary
research on Tambon Thung Luang Amphur Kirimas, Sukhothai. All the

households engaging in earthenware making were used in the study.

The findings were as follows:

1. The history of Thung Lvang community dates back to
antiquity:; evidence attesti%g its long history can be seen in numerous
stone inscriptions and ancient temples scattered both throughout the
vicinity and in adjacent districts. Like other rural dwellers, most
of the people in Thung Luang were low income paddy - rice farmers and
crop - growing peasants. These people had their own distinctive
culture and traditions derived from Buddhism such as Songkran festival,
religious holiday rites and rituals. ordination ceremonies, as well as
folkplays performed as part of the festivities such as Len Raa,
{Sahaa), Len Chuang, Nang Krok Nang Saak, Mae Sri, Nang Dong, and

so forth. -



R

2. Thung Luang district consisted of 13 villages. Of these.
S villages were engaged in earthenware making villages 1. 2, 3, 4,

5, 7, 9 and 11. One hundred and seventy - three households, with 255
members, were engaged in the trade. Of the 255 members, 69 were men
and 186 wére women, whose age ranged from 20 to 90 vears old.

3. In making earthenware products, clay from Nong Thong
vicinity was used to mix wifh sand in the proportion of 2 to 1. Potting
was done either hy throwingland battering or by using a potter’s wheel.

The following are some distinctive characteristics of thung Luang
earthenware pottery : 1) the clay was not tough: 2) the color was
brownish orange; 3) the design was imprinted with a wooden stamp or
incised with a stylus; 4) there was a variety of shape such as jars.
pots, incised ware such as lamp hases, kitchen utensil ware, lotus-
raising bowls. and large water jars. Other ware products., similar
to those produced at other places., were also available.

4. FEvalnated and judged by their uvnique and innovative style
of earthenware output. 19 out of 255 potters, 10 potters (aged over
80 vears old), were selected to be very highly skilled craftsmen.

5. Regarding its socio-economic impact, earthenware making
was a viable economic activity which provided higher income and better
economic well-bheing to the local people. which in turn led to better
familiar relationship, peace and tranguility in the community, and
bettefwen§ironment.

6. To promote and conserve earthenware making as a viable
economic activity in the c&mmunity, the following actions need to

he taken : more campaign to boost higher prices for the products ;



encouraging potters to form cooperatives in managing the activities
such as securing raw matterials, qualily conteo), marketing, and
training of potters; and the inclusion of earthenware making in a

local school syllabus,
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