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The Local Cattle Markets : a Dimension of Reflection

of the Peasantry in Northern Thailand.
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Abstract

The Local Cattle Markets : A Dimension of
Reflection of the Peasantry in Northern Thailand.
By
Choosit Choochat

This Study provides perspectives on the local cattle
markets in Chiang Mai - Lumphun basin and use the markets
to reflect the adaptation of peasants in the areas during 1947
to 1995.

The methods of study are participatory observation by
using personal relations following the local traders to the
local cattle markets, informal interview and documentary
readings during November 1994 - June 1996.

The study has found that the local cattie markets in
Chiang Mai - Lumphun basin have been developed during
1947 - 1957 because the peasants needed the incresceiii
cattles for consumption and work in the rice field. At the
beginning, the products sold in the market were cattles and
the local products. After that many kinds of utensils,
clothes, bicycles and motor - bicycles were sold insteac of
the local goods. The market development can be divided into
two periods : The local cattle markets in the producticn
system for using cattle’'s force in the rice field. (1947 - 1922}
and the production system for selling meat in the city
markets (1983 - 1995).

The traders in the local cattle markets consist o:

peasants in villages. Peasants would take cattle or local
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products to sell in the markets. The middlemen in the city
would take utensils and clothes to sell to villagers near the
markets. Most middlemen who sell the cattles are peasants
who buy the cattles from rural villages and sell to the traders
in the markets. After that the traders sell the cattles to the
middlemen before they are sold to the butchers in the cities.
The profit from trading belongs to the last middlemen rather
than others because they buy a lot of cattles and, therefore,
have more power to bargain than peasants and other
middiemen. On the contrary, the peasants in the villages
who sell the cattles to the peasant middlemen get the least
reward. By letting their cattles be in the forest or rice field
after harvesting, the peasants have saved lowered their
feeding expenses. Therefore, the deficit is not obvious.

At the beginning, cattles supply is the local product.
However, when the markets turn into the product system for
selling meat, the middlemen collect the cattles frorh other
parts of Thailand and some from Myamar (Burma). The
demand for goods is not limited to Chiang Mai and Lumphun
but has spread to Bangkok and other cities too.

The local cattle markets have made the peasants adjust
themselves to many things. For example, they consume
more manufactured products. They keep themselves up-to-
date and occurred the merchant classes in the villages.
However, the peasant have still preserved their identity in
dressing, ideology, customs and other culture. Although
modern technology and economy can make the peasants
adapt themselves they still have identity which can be

noticed in the local cattle markets.
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