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ABSTRACT

The main objectives of this research are to study the adjustment
process of the families that do not allow their daughters to enter prostitution, and
to examine the factors contributing to their refusal to enter prostitution. This research
combines both the qualitative and quantitative methods and wuses a theoretical
framework which comprises five concepts as criteria; the concept of dignity, the
concept of family and community survival, the concept of socialization,the concept of

social expectation and control and the concept of behavioural deviation.

Three important issues have been observed through this research.
Firstly, There are obvious differences between prostitutes and non-prostitutes in terms
of family, worldview and living condition. Most of the prostitutes under study come
from poor families in which the parents have low education and are usually treated
as inferiors in the community. Most of the prostitutes are eldest daughters with
many siblings to take care of and thus are brave enough to take chances.
Moreover, the prostitutes do not belong to any of the six major clans from which
non-prostitutes have been raised, with strict family discipline and socialization, by
parents who are hard-wording and co-operative and have a tight relationship with all

the family members and relatives.

Secondly, the two factors that prevent young women from entering
prostitution are internal attachment ({ a good relationship among family members,
relatives and community members )} and sufficiency of food supply and other
necessities as a result of good family management, diligence and patience. The other
methods observed include doing extra word, avoiding unnecessary expenses, reducing
consumption and sharing help among relatives; in the meantime, the community

organizes some alternative projects to campaign against prostitution, to encourage



young women whc have completed mandatory education to further their studies on
scholarships, to bring an end to the admiring attitude towards home-returning
prostitutes and to promote self-reliance based on the potential of the individual,

family, kinship system and community.

Thirdly, four factors have been observed that enable young women
who do not enter prostitution to live decently in the community. First, a strong
kinship system is an effective mechanism against prostitution. Second, the belief that
spirits and sacred beings will protect well-behaved women still prevails. Third, a
kinship bond helps to create a warm and safe family atmosphere that will make
problem solving easier. Fourth, fellow community members usually attempt to help
young women to seek better alternatives than prostitution and to have moderation in
food supply and other necessities. This research has also discovered that most of
the young women who refuse to enter prostitution live their lives either as farmers,

students o¥ workers in the labour market.
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