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AN ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS

Miss Kulwadee Charcensri Master of Arts

(Name of Student) : (Degree)

Social Development)

(Major)

Title: The Impact of Rural Electrification on Social and Culture

Changes in Amphoe Hangchat, Changwat Lampang

Approved by: ﬁ@‘/ 4 sl );»GZGLA({, | 24 Al 2624 ;;[
1954
(Chairman, Thesis Advisor) (Date)

The purposes of thé thesis are: 1) to study the impact on
social and cultural patterns related to customs and beliefs among
the villagers of Hangchat community in Tambol Hangchat, Amphoe
Hangchat, Changwat Lampang; 2) to examine the relationship between
rural electrification, socio-cultural change derived from both dis-
personwand succession change proceéses; 3) to investigate the trend
of social and cultural changes influenced by eléctrification

innovation.

216 respondents are sampled from Mooban Punngang, Mooban
Pae and Mooban Pangmung in Tambol Hangchat, Amphoe Hangchat for

interviews. In addition, the anthropological method of key



informant interviews as well as observations and participation are

employed.

The findings suggest that traditions aﬁd beliefs of
Hangchat community people are related to many factors such as

supernatural; value, worldview; norm, and community environment.

Lastly, it is found that the more electricity is perceived
as energy resource essential for the development and increase of
production and income the less people become attached to traditional
beliefs and practice. A reverse pattern dogs occur when‘electri-

city 1s perceived necessary for leisure activities and comfort.
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