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Conservation of shadow show and how to develop the art of shadow show to be
a local curriculum of Dong Bak Noen Sawan Community, Nong Phai Sub-district,
Nong Han District, Udon Thani Province.
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Udon Thani Cultural Office : Participatory Action Research of Culture Network and
Communities in Cultural Management : A case study on conservation of shadow show and
how to develop the art of shadow show to be a local curriculum of Dong Bak Noen Sawan
Community, Nong Phai Sub-district, Nong Han District, Udon Thani Province.

Advisor: Assistant Professor Dr. Phasawalee Nitikasetsunthorn
Abstract

Udon Thani Cultural Office has an obligation in promoting and conserving
disappearing cultures. At present, the popularity of shadow show is falling a lot because
there are so many entertainments take its place. This varies through era. The way to
conserve Isan shadow show to be existent requires cooperation from all parties concerned.
Searching into information about local wisdom in various fields, Udon Thani Cultural
Office found that there are two communities which still conserve the art of Isan shadow
show. The communities are Ban Nong Lak Community in Chaiwan Sub-district, Chaiwan
District, owned by Mr. Khamta Inseeda, and Ban Mek Dong Ruang Community in Nong
Mek Sub-district, Nong Han District, owned by Praphan Prasomsri but the show has not
performed for a long time. Nowadays, people scarcely find heritors to conserve this
priceless cultural heritage. Children, adults or any units do not even know that there is
local wisdom in their own communities. In order to conserve and inherit the disappearing
culture so that children can learn the art of performance and help conserve and inherit it,
Udon Thani Cultural Office therefore cooperates with Cultural Council of Nong Han
District and Ban Dong Bak Noen Sawan Community to study how to develop and conserve
the art of shadow show and to develop it to be a learning media.

The purposes of the research are: 1) To study how to develop and conserve the art
of Isan shadow show of Ban Don Bak Noen Sawan Community, Nong Phai Sub-district,
Nong Han District, Udon Thani Province. 2) To study the cooperation of how to promote
and develop the shadow show to be a local curriculum for schools. The sample groups
comprise of 1. Ten students of Ban Dong Bak Noen Sawan who are performers (perform
and make shadow figures). 2. Three teachers of Ban Dong Bak Noen Sawan
School/wisdom teacher (narrator/script writer/story/makers of shadow figures and passer of
performance) 3. Twenty villagers from two villages — Ban Dong Bak Community and Ban
Noen Sawan Community.

Collection of information is made by questionnaire and discussion meeting. Information
analysis is made by content analysis with some pictures.

Results of the research:

1. Considering the context of community, it is found that people still cling to tradition
and culture of original Isan people that is to follow “Heedsibsong Kongsibsee”
(YYear round Isan ceremony traditions)

2. Regarding development and conservation of the art of shadow show, all sectors are
willing to cooperate in conservation of the art of shadow show because there is a
local wisdom that used to perform the shadow show before and wants to revive the
tradition and to pass it to new generation.

3. Regarding cooperation of how to promote and develop the shadow show to be a
local curriculum, all sectors agree to give cooperation to develop the shadow show
to be a local curriculum.

In summary, the development, the conservation and the making of shadow show to
be a local curriculum has started since the year 2006 and is continuing until today. Ten
stories developed from the shadow show have already been made for the kindergarten
school children. Now the communities are cooperating to keep on producing shadow
show for primary school children and to further present to be a local curriculum.
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