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Abstract

Cultural office of Surin Province : A Participative Study of Ruem Trod (a Khmer Dance)
in the Kae Jad Festival of Tram Dom Village, Lam Duan District, Surin Province by Community
and Cultural Network for Cultural Management : Advisor Asst. Professor Dr. Phasawadee
Nitikasetsoontorn 111 pages

This study has as its objectives : 1) To promote the cooperation between Cultural Office
of Surin Cultural Council and its Community and Cultural Network 2) To study the role or the
influence of Ruem Trod in the milieu of Tram Dom community, Tramdom Sud-district, Lam Duan
District, Surin Province 3) To study Ruem Trod in the boundaries of 3.1 its history, forms,
stages, and factors in the Ruem Trod divertissement 3.2 the villagers’ beliefs in relation to the
Ruem Trod divertissement 3.3 the factors that help Tram Dom village maintain this custom
4) To trace the development of the role or influence of Ruem Trod that came about from the
beliefs of Tram Dom Village, Tram Dom Sub-district, Lamduan District, Surin Province, in the
boundaries of 4.1 its role on both family level and community level 4.2 its role on religious
structure 4.3 its role on economic structure. The samples were village Knowledgeable men,
monks, teachers, representatives of the local administration, pupils, students, youths,
community leaders, old people in Tram Dom Village. Data collection was done by interview,
observation, social dialogues, studies of concerned literature, and qualitative analysis of data.
The study team had meetings to listen to, talk about and exchange the collected data which
had been written down, or recorded in electronic forms before doing the collective analysis and
synthesis.

Result of the Study

This study promoted the cooperation between Cultural Office of Surin Cultural Council
and its Cultural and Community Network though setting up the study team composed of cultural
scholars, the speaker of Surin Cultural, the speaker of Cultural Concil of Lam Duan District, and
the members of executive committee of Surin Cultural Council. Besides, during the field work,
the team got full support from local teachers, representatives of the local administration, civil
servants, pupils, and people. They all willingly gave information to the team. It was found that
the Ruem Trod divertissement is a way to preserve the traditional Ruem Trod field play of

the traditional Kae Jed festival. It is a Khmer amusement to raise money for the construction of



public buildings such as Dharma preaching halls, and temples. Ruem trod is a medium in
building relationship, love, unity, sacrifice, and generosity among the people of the community.
Moreover, Ruem Trod is a way of creating entertainment, and a release of tension in both the
audience and the performers. It also encourages people to create artistic work for the
performance, for example, the choreography, the music playing as well as handicraft work such
as silk weaving for the costumes of the dance troupe. Lastly, Ruem Trod helps preserve the
local Khmer dialect since the words in the singing (Jarieng) is in Khmer. It was found that

the strength of the community of Tram Dom helps preserve the Ruem Trod amusement in

the Kae Jad festival. The villagers of the Tram Dom community are Khmers who uphold their
local customs and traditions. Their leaders are Knowledgeable. They realize that local customs
and traditions are media in creating love and unity and so they incorporate and preserve them
in the policy of the village administration. In another aspect, Ruen Trod is used as a bond
between the villagers and the temple, the people’s spiritual center. Tram Dom Village has
Jariang teachers and Kantrum bands which always put highlight on fiddle while playing. Fiddles

are indispensable in the Ruem Tiod entertainment.

Project Head Mr. Wacharanon manjai ProjectHead ...........ooooiiii
Medium Performance AQVISOr. .o

Fiscal Year B.E. 2551 COo-aaViSOr. ..o
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