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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research aimed to promote participative processes of Office of
the Nakhon Ratchasima Culture, The Cultural Council of Nakhon Ratchasima and
community in local cultural management as a case study of Thai custom “Sukhuankao”
at Phomarat Village, Tambol Toom, Pakthongchai District, Nakhon Ratchasima
Province from the past, the present and hands down to the future and to study roles of
“Sukhuankao” for developing life quality of local youth and people in aspect of
economic, social and culture.

Samples were selected by purposive sampling method from community
leaders, ritual organizers, scholars/philosophers, villagers/senior people in Phomarat
and adjacent villages as well as children and youth in Tambol Toom, Pakthongchai
District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province with sampling size of 30 persons. The research
tools were seminars, open-ended and non-structured interviews, and participative
observation forms. Data and information was analyzed with descriptive method.

The research results revealed that:

1. For the conclusion of objective 1, the study found that there were 4 steps of
work participation, as participative decision, participative operation, participative
evaluation and participative interest, in the cultural network of Office of the Nakhon
Ratchasima Culture, The Cultural Council of Pakthongchai District, Tambol Toom
Administrative Organization, Wat Phomarat and community

2. For the conclusion of objective 2, the study found that:

2.1 History of “Sukhuankao” began from the time of villagers’ ancestors. In
that old days the ritual was taken placed at their front yard or rice field. This ritual was
for making their auspiciousness, paying worship and asking for forgiveness from “Pra
Mae Posob” (Goddess of rice) and also celebrating rice outcomes before keeping in
the barn. Nowadays, it was taken place at Wat Phomarat in Maga Puja Day or in the
15th waxing moon of the 3rd lunar month. It's the same time as the annual festival of
Buddha footprints worship.

2.2 Value and importance of this ritual from the past until today was to recall
of Pra Mae Posob’s kindness, ask for her forgiveness, praying for rice productivity and

enhancing unity among family members.



2.3 Status of Sukhuankao — it was as native media in aspect of ritual belief
and celebration of Pra Mae Posob. At former time status of this ritual is very strong,
but in the future it would have been in low status because our new generation won’t
appreciate how importance it is.

2.4 Patterns of Sukhuankao — In the past it was a ritual of celebration to be
held din each family as personal rituals at its own rice field, but today the pattern of
this ritual became a community or social one that took place at Wat Phomarat.

2.5 Procedures of Sukhuankao — It was composed with a ritual organizer and
villagers, ritual materials, a Thai string assemble and native performances. The ritual
was started by a meeting of village for setting dates and steps of the ritual. In that day
the ritual organizer began to pray for god and goddess to gather in the celebration,
then he read the Songkarn prediction announcement, read a raining prediction and
appropriate dates for growing.

2.6 Guidance for carrying on Sukhuankao — It was cooperation among
villagers, Wat Phomarat and its school as well as Tambol Toom Administrative
Organization to promote this ritual to their children and youth for good knowledge and
awareness of its values and importance. It was utilized as a part of instructional activity
in local curriculum. Moreover, villagers should bring their children to participate with
this event and also told them about rice growing, the importance of this ritual for
fostering the kindness of Pra Mae Posob.

3. For the conclusion of objective 3, the study found that:

3.1 Roles of Sukhuankao — It could enhance productivity for the next coming
year that more than the year before, could sell their rice with good price. It also
expressed their belief in Pra Mae Posob, caused them had good moral,
auspiciousness, unity as well as way of life.

3.2 Utilizing its benefit for developing quality of life were as in aspect of
having good quality rice, full productivity. The villagers has followed H.M. the King’s
philosophy of the Sufficiency Economy that made them had good living, strong
community, sacrifice, generousness, love and unity. It also reduced the big problem of

drugs and led their children to learn about virtue, morale and unity.
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