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E-saan Chain Mhark and Applied for Cultural Product Design

: Case study in E-saan Central
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E-saan Chain Mhark and Applied for Cultural Product Design :Case study in Isan Central
Researcher : Mr.Kham Chaturongakul
Abstact

The provincial E-saan called Chain Mharg in more than one word : example Khan Mharg by each one
special a dialect locality. But same meaning is “a bowl containing betel leaves and areca nuts read for
consumption”. The beginning of the Chain Mharg recorded in 25" Buddhist Century. In King Rama IV, first
Chain Mhark was devised by a carpenter in a small village of Mahasarakham province. And slowly widespread
to the other dominion of E-saan. Subsequently founded wooden Chain Mharg was 2-3 rest of our life or 50-150
years.

The objective of used Chain Mharg for welcomes honored guest. And used to decorated house and as
well used to show social status. The other objective was married ceremonial accessories that ornamental Chain
Mharg to deliver a bride. E-saan Chain Mharg was not founded in other province of Thailand. May be the
craftsman have the wood’s skills more than any materials and often use the local woods to make.

This research have searched in 4 provinces that locate in the middle of E-saan, Khon Kaen,
Mahasarakham , Kalasin and Roi-ed. By interviewing 13 people who know, and consequently discovered two
hundred and four pieces from fourteen places. Then the researcher begins to analyse all of hundred Chain
Mhag’s models and sort them into the groups,Shapes and Patterns.

E-saan Chain Mharg have two forms. About 80 percents are rectangular with 22 x 22 x 21 cm. on the
average. And others are trapezoid (L-Khan) with 25 x 25 x 20 cm. on the average. E-saan Chain Mharg have
four constitution those are called “mouth” (or the top),oftens divided into three parts used to put areca stuffs in.
“Body” often founded out that show the patterns or make the fretwork. The patterns that often used are geometry
and any lines such as serration, triangle, cross lines, rhombus, diagonal about eighty-five percents. Next in rank
is a fret design about forty-three percents, flower patterns about thirty-eight percents and fifteen percents are
freeform lines look like the E-saan mural, for instance the serpent, deva, human, animal, plant, etc. and five
percents don’t have any patterns. The color of body is black by majority about ninety-two percents which made
from the black-vanish tree. But the color of patterns which some haves more than one color, often used white
(51%), red (43%), yellow (33%), green (9%), blue (2%) and no colors.

For 20-30 years ago (2520-2530), the merchants from anywhere came to buy E-saan Chain Mharg and
other handicrafts. Nowadays can founded in the museum, temple, school and the man who collect the antiques.

At present, the new objective of used Chain Mharg are to decorate at home, shop or in the exhibition,
when they become to scarcity but have the native graceful, may look roughness or not elaborateness according
to the royal skill from the capital or the north of Thailand but make them have high individual, strong and
humbleness.

And the lastest is to bring the analyzing results to comprise with the design of 10 cultural products

which appropriate with the lifestyle nowadays.
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