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Abstract

This research work entitled “an adaptation of Buddhist rituals for the proper practice : a case
study of the funeral ritual arrangement of Ban Tha Khon Yang community, Tha Khon Yang Sub-
district, Kanthara Vichai District, Maha Sara Kham Province™ has been done for the sake of studying
the funeral ritual arrangement of people in five villages of Ban Tha Khon Yang community in the
points of expenses and philosophical essences of the arranging funeral ritual, and also for the sake of
writing the manual of proper funeral arrangement to be applied, as an example, to the community.
The study in this time begins with the study of related documents, and then collects direct data
through the field works of interviewing individuals in the community and participate in the
occurrences of arranging funeral ritual.

It has been found from this study that the funeral ritual arrangement of Ban Tha Khon Yang
individuals is of the same characteristics with that of general Isan people, but it is only different at
the points of putting the dead’s body coffin making dead’s head point to the Eastern direction and
preferring to set the dead’s body coffin for the sakes of four monks’ praying and giving alms to them
at the dead’s home for three or seven days before taking dead’s body for cremating at the
crematorium of the monastery in near the community. In each time of the funeral ritual arrangement,
money as expenses of arranging the funeral ritual is found to have been used at the minimum of
70,000 Baht in the case of general common people, but, in the case of the dead being an official or a
former or pensioned official, the higher expenses in the funeral ritual arrangement appear to have
been at about 200,000 baht. The most of expenses have been used for foods and drinks, specifically
alcohol drinks have been brought and given service to relatives, friends and guests in funeral rituals.

In the points of philosophical essences of funeral ritual, it has been found from the survey
that the most of Ban Tha Khon Yang individuals do not understand the essences of the arranging
funeral ritual in each step of the rites, they only understand that the funeral ritual arrangement is to
do good for dedicating it to the dead, the living people come to take part in the funeral ritual
arrangement to be an honour to the host and the dead. The causes of this understanding may be
because the leaders in doing the funeral ritual do not understand the essences of rites, they only do
their duties of advising the host to do the funeral ritual for the dead rightly, while the monks in the
community, sometimes, do their duty of delivering some discourses to the host and guests in the

funeral ritual, but they do not emphasize on explaining the essences of the ritual at all.



To apply the manual of funeral ritual arrangement as the example of application is found
that there are some problems occurred to make unable to apply fully as the researchers have set the
purpose. The problems come from many limits, that is, general villagers of Ban Tha Khon Yang
community are not yet conscious of problems about the funeral ritual arrangement together, they
prefer to neglect the problems to be a task of the host who arranges the funeral ritual to solve by
himself or herself. When the funeral ritual are already arranged, there is rather no one to take care
with the expense task occurred to the funeral ritual hosts, some of whose gain debt, but some of
whose remain some money, if they gain some donations of helping money or do the Cremation
Assistance Money. Yet the most of funeral ritual hosts, as found, gain the debt after arranging the
funeral ritual to be bound to pay afterward. Furthermore, in the step of applying the manual, to work
difficultly proceeds. The group process could occur only in some groups, the activity could not be
moved to the most of individuals in the community. But this movement may be operated by the local
office, that is, the Office of Local Administration, by being hoped to give an importance to the
sufficient funeral ritual and then to put it in the local development plan.

The problems and obstacles of this research work occurred from the limit on the period of
working. Specifically speaking, the practical project is necessary to proceed slowly to adapt and to
take part to co-learn with the community, because the funeral ritual is a belief existing in the deep
part of individuals’ mind. To operate to the purpose, the local office and leaders, particularly monks,
have to come to participate in operating about the sufficient funeral ritual better than being at the

present.
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