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Abstract

This research aims at studying Boonniyom System in Réjadhani Asoke
community, Ubolrajathani on the development, perceptions and methods, and the value
of the system of this community. _ ' '

As it is a qualitative research, the team of researchers went fo live there for four
months (from May to August 2006) to observe its’ social conditions and interview the
residents taking charge of the following 12 work-bases around the community: finance,
consumption, administration and politics, "education, communication, community and
environment, commerce, culture and custom, health, religion and community industry.

The findings show that Boonniyom System stems from 4 basic beliefs: power of-
grbup or group process, power of religion, power of Dhamma, and power of acts or
.deeds. The Boonniyom society is developed from the sangha society living togethér in
the age of the ‘Buddha wh’én monks' lifesfyle was in the complete public ‘property
system, which means all things and food were suitably shared fo serve each monk's
needs without any sense of personal belongings. . '

This lifestyle was part of the virtues for fraternity living (Saraniyadhamma 6)
which consists of six items: being amiable to others in (1) deed "(2) word (3) thought
and (4) sharing gains with others (5) keeping witHout blemish the percepts of conduct
' along with others ahdﬂ(B) being endowed with right‘views along with others. '

The last two items mentioned above  which ' the residents in Rajadhani
Asoke community or Baan Raaj practiced were measured with the' following 4
standards: Sila (precepté), “Asoke disciptine‘sr community disciplines, and community
culture. These standards encouraged individuals to develdp themselves to the 4 higher
levels of Boonniyom system which means they contentedly work and get paid less than
official rates. And if they are in higher levels, thgy.'will get just' adequate or less than -
their modest needs or even work for free if they are in the highest level.

The Boonniyom system is composed of eleven aspects: being opposed to
capitalism, having supramundane .virtue. difficult to practice, possible to follow, true
dhamma, giving is gain or profit, aiming at individuals’ spiritual development, leading
people to supramundane levels, all property belongs to public not . individuals,
challenging to be proved through practicing, and Boonniyom absolute aims are: freedom,
fraterhity,'peacé, efficiency and integrity. .



Practicing Dhamma in Boonniyom society goes along with these activities:
Organic agriculture
Arts to free oneself from defilements
Boonniyom education encouraging people to develop their virtue and morality
and enjoy hard WOrking
Boonniyom communication producing meaningth .medias to Iead people to
the truth and value of life .
Using science as a bol to increase humén's efficiency in producing and
spreéding products so they can reach truth and value of life
| Boonniyom economy focusing on Sadharanabhogita which means everything is
common property , individuals should contentedly take little and accumulate less .
Boonniyom finance should spread as much many as possible to 'cr_eate work
benef' cial to society. '
Consumption in Boonnjyotn society: members should leamn to consume only
what is necessary, safe and good for hiealth. They are free from quurlous consumensm '
Boeonniyom public health should focus on preventlon and gmdlng people how
_to balance  their . health aooordlng to the foIIowmgs. practicing 4 paths -of
accomplishment, hé.ving good food, clean air, positive emotions, adequate relaxation,
- right livelihood, a regular exercise and detoxiﬁ_cation. . |
Administrators in Boonniyom system should be a devotee in supramundane
level, working hard for free and consume little.
Boonniyom religion must be atheism.
- All Boonniyom communities are connected like a pyramldal web so that they can

support one another around the oountry

. 'i'he Bobnnjyom ’sys'tem was proved to be much valuable to the community
develdpment both in spirituality and materials. Community residents not only treated
one another with loving — kindness in thought, word and act, but their behavior and
opinions were in common as well. The resources of community were equally allocated
to serve individuals' necessity and prosperity went public. Thus, the residents with.

peaceful mind and materials will be ready for going on development.
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