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Marriage: of Women in: the Northeast of Thailand
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Cross-cultural Marriage of Women in the Northeast of Thailand
Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the impact of cross-cultural marriage and
community cultural change, comparing between marriage of women with the Easterners
and the Westerners. The study selected a ‘western’ community that as women married
with western foreigners more than ten percent of the households in that community. Six
households that their members married foreigners were selected as the case study. As
the study can not find the community that women married with eastern foreigners more
than ten percent of the number of the households, 6 households that their members
married easterner were selected from 3 communities. The methods to collect dater were

based on gualitative methodology. Findings of this research are summarized as below.

There are different pathways to enter into cross-cultural marriage. These include
unplanned met and let to marriage, networking arrangement, seeking in tourist sites and
through marriage agents. Women who married the easterners were generally unplanned
met their couples. In contrast, women who married the westerners had an intention and
plan, using more diverse pathways to get marred than those women who married
easterners. Although most of women who married with foreigners are in deprived groups,
they are not the poorest group of the village. Change in material resources and social
cultural status after marriage is evident. Women who married easterners tend to invest
on improving material resolrces such as building house more women married
westerners. There is no serious discrimination or severe negative attitude of the villagers
towards women who married foreigners. But villagers in the community feel
uncomfortable with some behaviors of women married foreigners, such as the way they
dressed, or involving in gambling. Women who married with westerner give high value to
individual freedom more than women married easterners. Both cross-cultural marriage
groups maintain and continue their relationships with community, with some aspects of
relationships increased.

This research suggests that the broader of knowledge regarding cross-cultural marriage

that need more research are three points. Fist, there shall be comparative research



between regions of the world that why cross-cultural marriage appeared in some region,
whereas other regions are not. Secondly, there shall be researched cross-cultural
marriage in groups of women who have higher socio-economic status. Thirdly, there
shall be researched of men of the developing world marring foreigners. In respect with
policy, this research recommended that the local government organization shall obtain
capacity building to deal with the growing plurality of local culture. It ailso recommends

to regulate the transfer that could have negative impact on welfare of the host countries.
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