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Research Title The Adaptation of Chinese-Thai under Surin-Khmer Culture
Researcher Krisada Pinsri
Charinrat Ingphongphan
Research Duration March 2005 - March 2006
Abstract

This research aims to study the historical background, way of life, and the
adaptation of the Chinese — Thai races under Surin-Khmer Culture in Surin province. The
research methodology was qualitative research. Qualitative data was collected by literature
reviewing, interviewing on the historical background, way of life, adaptation and
assimilation of the Chinese — Thai in Surin province.

The result of research revealed that one main cause of migration of Chinese —
Thai races into Surin province were many wars that occur in China during 1893-1949.
Especially during the World War 2 when Japanese troops invaded China, there were
many Chinese from Guang dong migrated into Thailand and some of them later moved
to settle down in Surin province.

At first, these Chinese — Thai races still obeyed with their original culture. After
that they tried to adjust their way of life in order to assimilate to local people. Till now,
the Chinese — Thai races in Surin province tend to reduce to obey their original culture
and increase to assimilate with the local culture, especially the young Chinese — Thai
generation. It is found that, finally, these young generation may not identify themselves
“Chinese” or “Chinese — Thai” anymore.

However, one thing that these Chinese — Thai races still do and pass on their
young generation is the identity in working hard, helping each other and bringing up
their children to be hard working, patient and grateful persons in order to be success in

economy aspect like their ancestor.

Keywords Chinese — Thai races, Adaptation, Assimilation, Surin-Khmer Culture
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