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ABSTRACT

Research study report titled the community way of life in relation to buddhist pulpits in Isan.
The objectives were: 1) to study characteristic, pattern, and principles and beliefs, decoration and
adornment, and principles and beliefs in building the buddhist pulpits of Isan people, and 2) to
study relationship between community way of life and buddhist pulpits in the occasion of using
buddhist pulpits by document information gathering as ﬁlajor thing. According to field trip study,
the researcher classified buddhist pulpits into groups based on outside concrete appéarance. Data
were recorded by taking photograph of buddhist pulpits and observing tradition of using buddhist
pulpits. The interviwed was done with the builder of buddhist pulpits, experts, monks, and related
villagefs. Components of the buddhist pulpits were analyzed and reported the research findings in
descriptive form with an illustration of photograph and dotted line according to the rule of
qualitative research in work of art and anthropology in cultural aspect.

According to the research findings, found that the buddhist pulpits discovered in Isan was the
built architecture built for using as sitting place for the right principles preaching by the monks in
national macro merit. The structure of fﬁe buddhist pulpits were wood consisting of 3 major
parts: the base part, buddhist pulpits body part, and roof part. Most of them included 4 major
posts, 6 major posts, or 8 major posts. But, there was only one post in some place. The popular
was planned in square with the average length in each side 124.6 centimeters. The average height
of the body of relic of buddha 136.1 centimeters considering the appropriateness for sitting by the
a monk as a major goal. The whole structure of the pulpits was decorated by sculpture and wood
craft. In some place, fretwork was done and adorned the surface with painting. The instrument
and material built for pulpits was the traditional form which villagers already had and applied
with the local material.

The content study in the pulpits showed the reflection image of buddhism beliefs in Wessandorn
vJataka which focusing on content as major point in decoration and adornment. For the minor
content, it included way of life, folk tales, and sculpture of important persons such as giants, gods,
animals like a snake like being of Hindu lore inhabiting the oceans, turtle, lion etc. Many dots,
stripes, flowers or other designs reflected beauty, relationship of community and pulpits in Isan
Region. Most of them associated with many rituals according to traditions such as the fourth
month merit or bun pawet. Some places used in the sixth month merit and many kinds of

entertainment depended on favors in each locality as major point.
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