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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to investigate the local wisdom on the raising of fighting
cocks and to examine the raising of fighting cocks regarding the economic, social and cultural
aspects in Muang District, Khon Kean. Many facets of local wisdom were employed in raising fighting
cocks such as the selection of breeding stocks, the breeding process, the selection of fighting-
cocks-to be, the feeding process ready for a cock fighting, the matching procedure, the trainers of
the fighting cocks and the healing steps after the fight. Fighting cocks were cured and treated by
means of local wisdom.This wisdom that originated from the actual practices through proven
procedures from generation to generation became a valuable local wisdom.

The basic needs of the villagers were met by the raising of fighting cocks including the
household consumption, goods for sale, recreation in forms of completition and a cock fight itself.
Raising fighting cocks economically help make villagers' economy sufficient. The reduction of
expenses and the increase of income became the income geanerating process in communities
leading towards self-reliant communities.

As Thailand was treatened by globalization, the subsistence production was not enough.
"One household, two means of production™ policy was an altemative for rural communities. Fighting
cocks raised for subsistence fiving accompanied with local wisdom would support this method of
production.

Villagers were encouraged to raise cocks (chicken) by private sector in case of cultural
conservation and the preservation of local breeding stocks. Cockpits were operated to help make
value-added products in various Tambons. Raising of fighting cocks was regarded as means of
economic upgrading. in the transitory period of diversified ideas, raising of fighting cocks was
accepted as local wisdom and economic animals as well. On the contrary, it was regarded as
gambling and the torture of animals by the others.

It was found that the existence of the cock fighting cycle depended upon the change of
appropriate processes and trends of those who got involved directly and indirectly. The beneficial
strong point with the minimum effects against the culture and the society itself would be preserved.
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