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Title: Way of life reflects through Khmer folk tales: Case study of Ban Pa Kieb, Tam
Bon Pa Kieb, Amphor Koo Muang, Buriram

Researcher: Nantaporn Potikham
Abstract

The research intends to collect tales which are descended from mouth to mouth,
defines Khmer folk tales according to pattern of tales and analyze way of life reflects
through them. The research was conducted by interviewing 30 local people and the result
shows that

From all 11 tales collected we can define them into 4 patterns which are limerick,
fable, animal tale and old folk tale. Almost all the tales end with happiness. There are
both tales receiving from other region and tales, which are unique in a certain areas.

Folk tales of Ban Pa Kieb villagers reflects pattern of their family, which is an
extended family. In economic aspect, villagers earn a living just for their necessary needs.
There is no big-scale business in the village. The tales also show similarities between
animal and human needs such as food, bleeding to continue their lineage etc. Moreover
they reflect customs, traditions, ritual, religion and belief. It is noticeable that reflections
from the tales mostly get along with way of life of Ban Pa Kieb villagers. Even a
limerick, there sill be a moral lesson, which obviously reflects way of life of the villagers.
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