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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to explain the process of cultural adaptation of
villagers affected by Pak Moon Dam as well as villager relationships in the domestic
and community contexts, and government’s working approaches and the adaptation
and response of villagers affected by the c hanges. The study employs a qualitative
methodology. Research sites include 3 communities located along the Moon River

_affected by the dam. . .

Results of the research reveal that the construction of the Pak Moon Dam has
affected the ecological system of the river. This change has resulted in community
adaptations in many aspects. Among these are the relocation of the affected
communities and households, household means of production both for consumption
and income generation, social relations, and social movement in response to the
changing situations. Household adaptation has taken place within the community
context with regards to: 1) Community resources that are related to the extent to
which the communities were affected by the dam. The number of households
engaging in wage work in the communities to maintain their resource base are lower
in communities where the dwellers can not rely on their resources. 2) Household
resources such as number of household members, number of laborers, capital, as well
as skill. 3) Relationship and mutual help between households, particularly among
families in the same kinship line facilitate household adaptation in the aspects of both
production as well as income earning and participation in social movement. 4)
Government’s working approaches that put emphasis on the development of overall
growth, while ignoring the impacts on local dwellers’ ways of life as well as
community participation and information provided by the communities.

The lesson learned from this research indicates that changes in physical
conditions have affected not only the ecological system, but also ways of life, and the
cultural adaptation of local people. Therefore, it is important to ensure that the impact
assessment takes these aspects into consideration before making the decision on
project implementation. - Moreover, the resolution of the impacts by only providing
compensation is not sufficient to ensure security of life of the affected villagers. This
study also suggests that the continuity of the problem resolution in this way with
regards to Pak Moon Dam has facilitated “the rupture” between villagers living in the
communities. In addition, this situation has also created mistrust and reduced
recognition between villagers and government officers. The attitude and conflict in
the communities will continue to be deeply rooted as long as the problems are not
solved.
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