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TOPIC KUY COMMUNITY : CULTURAL ECOLOGY STUDIES OF
KUY PEOPLE AT BAN TA KLANG , TATOOM . SURIN

RESEARCHER : MISS NOPAWAN SIRIVEJKUL

COMMISSION: OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL CULTURE COMMISSION

DURATION ¢ 1998 , OCTOBER - 1999, SEPTEMBER

ABSIRACT

Cultural Ecology has become one of the significanity popular issue fo be
studied in the field of Socio - Authropology. This is because ., the cultural
ecology in this area is regarded to ‘cultural activities™ which exposed to
the context of survival , growth and mode of produce of human to their
society. Society which is fransiting from the old era to new creates

inevitable confusion between local people and urban.

this research is based upon a field study of KUY ethnic minority group at
Ban Ta kiang Tatoom, Swrin. KUY people is applicable to analyse the
complex social and cultural constructs of this community. The paper talks
about the main elements of social consture which porfray the unique
characteristics of KUY people which their expert on Elephant breeder.and
trainer. However, the factors which erode their status according to the
changes in confemporary sociely , are also examined , such as the
aspect of their belief , fraditional , moral values. More importantly |, this
paper fries to apply the basis of undersianding from the background of
KUY people . who's imiganted from South region of Loas to Thailand since

the pericd of King NARAI MAHARAJA and located their community in



North East of Thailand. Especidlly In Surin and Sisaket, as well as KUY

community at Ban Ta klang.

According to their expertise and living ., Kuy people has been realised
that elephants are a part of their family, can grasp the real meaning of
their life. The status of elephants and KUY people in Ban Ta klang affers a

complimentary view of their relationship such as

0

relationship as its a cultural heritage

relationship as its a property

a

reiationship as its a member of family

As past of research , this work proposes the approach to analyse to
society ., location, belief , fradition , environment which now cousing by in
dustrial society . The balance of nature has been destroyed and is now
KUY people are facing the problem of the survival both elephants and

breeders.

Finally , | hope that this research would contribute to restoring substative
culfural ecology in Ban Ta klang . Surin and protection of the decline of

tradition and cultural activities.
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The broad strefch of counfry River .which we have spoken of as
the country of the Kul . i far from being uniformly occupied by fhis
people. In all the ampho (disiricts) there are iving side by side with fhe
ki either Thai or Khimey. This iving logether of severdl ethnic elemenis has
led very much fo the dendafionafizafion of fhe kui who, in conirast fo thesr
counirymenin Cambodia . do not respect their own language or cusfoms.
S . a5 we shall see . in 1997 theve were at least a hundred thousand
Kul speaking peopie left.

Generally speaking . the Kul give the impression of being avery de
cadent . dirfy and mordlly low 'sfano"tng lot with some few excepfions .
and their change fo Lao or Khmer kanguage and cuffure does mean a
real advance for them.  (Seidenfaden 1952 : 159}
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