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Abstract

This research is the study to describe a social process by which dances
can be understood or valued. It is an investigation of the understanding of dance
and what ways is dance valuable ? In this context the “dance” is like the tools
for evaluating an idea and meaning of its people who call themselve “Phuthai” of
Raenunakorn district. This way of reflection on social contexts are shown in liminal
period which stay out of the ordinary life. Values and meanings in these senses
are more distinguishable. They are capable to look and evaluate an ethnic identity
in transitional period, which has been introduced to the outsiders.

Meaning of dance brought about to local people by confrontation with
sensational feelings as same as the strangers who came to face with exotic
moods. The impact of dance is maintained by social relations which were
changed by the time. The different meanings is suggested in different ways of
life. In the peasant time, people could find their “play time” in dances. A man
could move his body to draw the significant status. The people in urban setting,
recognized a dance as the way of show that expressed their ethnic identity to
others.

Today Phuthai dance is ordered movement that has been changed by
many groups of people. They have established the network of relations and
participations, such as, the relations between dancer and choreographer, the
dancer groups, the dance management and tourism business. The dance groups
learn to live with various kind of relations and situations. Meanwhile, they dance
by the meaning and carry the way to keep their social ground.

The dance can be reflexivity of peopie. In these moods, people can
impose their own ideology and depress the contradiction of ideas by constructing
performances. The dance can be understood as representing social process from
the relation of people among dance networks. Of course, Phuthai people can
realize their lives and social experiences by practicing the dance. it is the
dynamic of society like the drama, in which people tell story of tranquillity and
conflict. This story is elucidated in memory and embellished in soul ; that can be

said “ideology” ; of which people dream for the best life.
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M Inqada (Proto - Tai)

ngaln (Thai Grouf:)//”/—\nq'u’fm (Tai Group)

n (Thai) a1 (Lao) 1auau (Tai Yuan) lanaa9 (Tai Luang) laudnialadn
Anusow lawdias Jlolwg) (Chinese Tai)
nle (-\Fealnai Mantin /\
nennly Jnana -lnuan Egee Jadn 1a%u 1 lo3u 2
dngla wey -uwg Jlouas Nladae lod
“Inlde “iw) Jawm Aaliée Adesnne
JAnwau Aedie Aatman Aatnan
- :E'ln : Jadu Jafiowan Jlaazd
nneide Aadna adetin Jarin
unsln Aeamu lagy
daly ladin
Aaus Aowen
damua
lagaan
4aY
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unwndinmsudemsiinnauaziuanidaslauas wad and e iian
{(James R. Chamberlain 1975 : 50)

U (¥ -1 i »
m#Innguazinanisela

nguEda (P group) ngusUA (PH group) *A 1-234
*A1-234 *ABCD 123-4 *BCD 123-4 *BCD 1-23-4
| | B=DL B=DL B(lDL

e nén nowena am
Tnan Tnuas Aln nofule
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(EafBann asWus 10einen, AnNduRUfTEudn g Infiunanlds, 2542, wih 69)
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BE - TAI
i
r
Northern Central Southwest Saek Be
Saek (Hainan)
Mene :
Pao ?
P PH
|
: Neua-Phuan Lao
Yay (Nhang) Nung Black Tai Phouan Lao
Chung Chia Tho White Tai Neua Yooy
Chuang Western Nung Red Tai Yeuang Kaloeng
Bu Yi Lung Ming Moey Nyo- Bo
Lung Chow Nyouan Phou Thay
Lei Ping Lue Thay Vat
Nua Kaloep
Kuan Siamese
Khang
Khamti
Ahom
Kheun

The Be-Tai Ethnolinguistic Family. Adapted from Chamberlain (1992)

(81sann Laurent Chazee, The People of Laos, 1999, p. 8)
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Nakhon Phanom

TOURIST INFORMATION

Phu Thai dancers and musicians
perform at Phra That Renu
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