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Abstract

This study aims to find out local wisdom on traditional medical treatment through folk beliefs
of the Phutai people. The main objective is to answer the question of how the languages are used by
the healers in treatment processes to yield quick and effective results. Data are collected from the
following healers: midwives, soul callers, blowers, bone joiners, Dharma healers or spirit busters, and
Yao rite performers or Mho-Yao. The results are as follows:

The healers in each field of their specialties employ the languages to fit their jobs skillfully-
the midwives use local and easy-to-understand Phutai, Khmer, Dharma,Pali and Sanskrit in their
verses.The Dharma healers also use languages in combination but in a rude and curt manner.

The Yao rite performers use modern and classical Phutai in a pleading and fascinating manner so as
to appeal to the spirits for their protection. As for the mode of using the language, the healers prefer
poetry to prose. Rhymes are common but without fixed rhyming patterns. Wording is carefully
selected for smooth, poetical and melocious effects. However, there are words that seem meaningless
or obscure added to create potent power and reliability to the magical verses.
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