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Abstract

This investigation into the effect of socioeconomic and political changes on arts
and culture preservation--a case study at Ban Cheetuan, Kueng Nai district,
Ubonratchathani province-- was aimed to study:1) the history of the village; 2) the
ancient arts, culture, tradition, education, religion, politic, government; 3) the
socioeconomic and politic changes of the village; and 4) the effect of socioeconomic-and
political changes on arts and culture preservation.

The study was a qualitative research by means of participation observation. The
research instrument was the in-dept interview conducted with 50 villagers. It was found
that Ban Cheetuan was founded before Ubonratchathani province was settled down. It is
believed that Ban Cheetuan belonged to Khom. The ancient arts, which still exist as the
evidence, are Phra That Suan Tan, Thammas Singh Thern, Phra Buddha Viset, Phra
Thamma Thevo, ancient ships, and Sattaphan or candlestick. Besides, the villagers still
hold and practice most of the culture and tradition handed down. The results also
indicate that Ban Cheetuan is well-known for the promotion of child education. The
politic and government of the village have been developed and changed to conform to
the local administration act.

In terms of the effect of socioeconomic and political changes on arts and culture
preservation, the data reveal that the villagers give more importance to the preservation
of the antiques at present than they did in the past, while they give less to those of

culture and tradition.
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