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Abstract

The purpose of this is to examine the traditional social )
control and social regulationé which were indicated in the Northeastern
(Esan) literatures;and to investigate roles and functions of the
Northeastern (Esan) indigeneous literatures which have had some
impacts on the Esan people’s behaviours in the current situation.This
study makes use of both documentary and field research.

In terms of documentary research, the Esan indigeneous
literatures studies covers 6 issues, e.g social control, governing
aspect, beliefé, mores, religion and economics.

In terms of field research, the sturctured interview form was
formulated to interview 44 experts in Esan literatures by means of
snow ball to explore their views about the topics. Those experts’
consist of monks, teachers, lectures,and village leaders in Udon Thani
Province. |

The findings show that the Esan indigeneous literatures could
be classified as the "information center” that all the traditonal
social control, regulations, mores, ect. could be found. The majority
of the experts’ opinions were in accord with the document studied.
Nevertheless, nowadays there are some cultural changes, as following.

1. Social Control : The parentsf roles have been slighltly
changed e.g. the mate selection for the childern is not so strongly
exercised by the parents as it was in the past and there is a trend
that the youngster of today hardly look after thgir parents when they
hecome older. They not only disobeyed their parents and teachers, hut
also refused to do as they had been told. And it can be said that
husband and wife of today behave wrongly from the tradition recorded

in the literatures.

(3)



2. In terms of governing aspect, at present even under the
Democratic system, the governing party do not pay good attention to
the people’s well-being; they do not perform according to the ruling
traditions, and do not apply "the Totsapit Raja-Dharma." Therefore,
for some leaders they are not entitled for the name of rules Raja of
Dharma.

3. In terms of beliefs, the people of Esan still sincerely
believe in Lord Buddha’s teaching about the merits of good deeds, sin
and also believe in the integrated teaching of Buddhism, Brahman
spirits and other magics, and sacred symbols, and so on. Although the
belief in astrology and magical art is declining.

4. Concerning their mores, even now the tradition of "ordaina
tion" for young men is still in practice to show their gratefulness
toward their parents as in the past.

5. On the basic of religion, only a few people do not strongly
believe in Nirvana Hell,Heaven and the resulf of good and bad deeds.

6. On the basic of economics, farmers prefer to sell their
products for commercial sake than to store them as their food for
consumpt.ion. So in order to improve the social situation, the things
that need to be done are to utilize the Dharma.

In former times, eventhough there were traditional rules, the
peoples did not pay good attentioﬁ to them. Presently, there are
written rules and regulations, but still people ignore them, leading
to the confusing society.

In order to improve the social situation, Dhﬁrma should be
integrated into the regulations or laws. The peoples should be inter
rested in regulations, and should be trained to follow the disciplines
and to respect cultural ways of life, which are parts of tradional

social control.
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