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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to examine the development of Ban Song
Khon Catholic community, Tambon Pong Kham, Amphoe Wan Yai,
Mukdahan province between 1887 and 1995 by the uses of primary
and sccondary documentary data and oral data. The study results
were presented in a descriptive analysis form. The results were
as follows:

For Ban Song Khon Catholic community, people moved

to settle down in 1882. The two groups of Buddhists that moved
in and settled down in this area were Khun Indra or Khun Thai’s
group from Ban Na Kham-Nemkam and Nai Kaso Ha wang’s group from
Phalukakoraphum. At first the population was 10 households that
were subjects of Muang Phalukakoraphum. Later, there was illness
of malaria, but the viliagers believed that the illness was caused
by spirits. So they invited the Catholic priest to suppress the
spirits. Methods of healing were giving medicines and'distributing



teachings to be used as incantations to prevent spirits. When they
were cured, the villegers had belief and faith in the religion.
They were also baptized in Christienity in 1889. After that, the
people accused of being phi pop (evil spirits believed to reside

in human bodies and eat all their intestines) came to be healed

and a large group of slaves came to live under the Cathol i-c priest
or father’s divine power in order to be saved from slavery. This
made the population increase to 200 people in 1907.

This comunity was the place of settlement for various
groups of people. Their state of being was simple and they earned
their livings chiefly by farming. Most of these people were rather
poor because of different backgrounds. These groups of people
with problems kept on moving to Ban Song Khon, and in 1940 there
were approximately 500 people. That year a critical religious

"event occurred and seven Christians were shot dead, resulting in
a standstill of the community expansion for a period of time. It
began to expand again after the event ended. This time the
community had to adjust itself to the society around it according
to the policy of Vatican Revision II, resulting in an increase of
the population to 892 people in 1964. This community divided into
two mu (village zones), i.e. Mu 10 and Mu 11. Economic conditions
during the later period became better because there were trades
with Lacs, food selling, provisions of shelters for patients being
treated by the Catholic priest. They began to have jute and cassava
products as supplementary incomes for the community. In 1982 one

more mu was administratively divided with a total of 3 mu.



In 1989 all the seven people who died in the critical
religious event were established "Witnesses of Death Merit". This
caused Ban Song Khon Catholic community to become a cultural center
for Catholic pilgrims in general, and economy became better with
morey donated by pilgrims. The money went to the people in the
form of wages for constructions of different religious places,
totalling millions of baht. In 1990 the population increased,
local administration was divided into four mu, i.e. Mu 2, Mu3,

Mu 10, and Mu 11 under administation of Tambon Pong Kham, Amphoe
Wan Yai, Mukdahan province.
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