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Abstract

The purposes of the present research were: 1) to study the history of a
Kaleung village and 2) to study community and family changes of the Kaleung
tribe, focusing on the study on Kaleung people of Noen Sung Sri Village, Ban
Soeng Sub-district, Kam Cha-ee District, Mukdahan Province.

The findings showed that:

During the war between Vientiane and Nakorn Panom which broke out in
B.E.2301 (1758), the Kaleung people of Gud Nam Laeng Village in the province
of Sawanaket, Laos, fled the country and resettled in Ban Na Siang Can on the
Thai side. After about ten years there was a forest fire that devastated the
whole settlement. After the fire, the Kaleung people moved again to a second
site. This time they settled in the area which is now known as Ban Noen Sung
Sri. Later on when the population increased the Kaleung branched of to start
three new villages in the nearby areas. Still three other groups moved further:
one to settle in the province of Sakol Nakorn and two in the province of Nong
Khai.

During the early period (B.E.2301-2503), there was littte change in the
village of Noen Sung Sri. The community was self-sufficient in terms of four

basic needs which were abound in the surrounding areas. There was little



contact with the outside world. The only two continual disturbances included
1) infectious diseases such as smallpox and cholera which had slowed down
the increase of population when compared with that of the four hundred years
later, and 2) the levy of tax by the central government which at first was in kind.
Later this practice was changed to be a head tax of four baht each for all the
active males. The levy of the head tax forced the Kaleung people to seek
money outside of their village by selling rice and domestic animals. They also
sought employment as workers.

Rapid community changes that took place during the last three decades
were due to 1) dangers from the Communist guerillas, 2) rapid growth of
population, 3) the construction of basic economic infrastructure such as roads,
bridges, and electricity and 4) the introduction of commercial crops.

The aforementioned causes were interrelated and brought economic
changes to the community. For instance, the growing of commercial‘ crops
such as jute and casava together with the application of new agricultural
technology had resulted in increased vyield and greater but unpredictable
income. People had to pay more for a living while family farming plots dwindled
because of the population increase and the unpredictable prices for farm
products. The.result of this income-expenditure imbalance was the exodus of
29.6% of the labor forces from the village to other provinces to find work. Most
of these found work in the non-agricultural areas.

However, the process of cultural change took longer time to emerge.
Although the Kaleung people had adopted the Thai-Lao language in place of
the Kaleung (which belonged to the Mon-Khmer language) for longer than one
century on the one hand and adopting several technologies from the Phuthai
and Thai-Lao people on the other (such as the making of salted fish, cloth

dyeing and staircase making), they were still able to preserve their recently



mixed culture (the Kaleung-dominant together with the Thai-Lao and Phuthai
elements) Vsuccessfully. On the surface this mixed Kaleung culture may appear
to look very much Thai-Lao, but several cultural elements are essentially
Kaleung, such as the so-called red-headed with doctor, the Wang kong's
whipping of sons-in-law, the rite to bid farewell to the dead'’s spirit by a noose

and the guessing of the causes of death by looking at the shapes of ashes.
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