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Abstract

The objectives of the research were to study general characteristics of the
community, family ways of life and changes, and the relationships between family
institution and community in the globalization process. The study was a 15-
month field research using qualitative methodology and participatory research.
In addition, quantitative methodology was applied in order to test the validity
and reliability of the data.

Research results are following :

1. General characteristics of the ethnic community

The Thai Yooi is a Tai group who came from the left bank of Kong
River in the Rama 3 reign. They had moved from place to place until they
settled down in Ban Wanon Niwat (Wanon Niwat district). The Thai Yeoi
established Ban Pon Paeng in B.E. 2407. They migrated from Ban Chat which
was separated from Ban Wanon Niwat. The community is about 14 km. from the
district, and has 201 households with a population of 1,259. They often send their
children to work in other provinces.

The family institution is patrilineal. The youngest sons would take care
of their parents, and receive an inheritance from them. The Thai Yooi dialect is
used in the whole community.

The main occupation is a farming. There are many supplemental
occupations, such as, operating groceries, planting vegetables, fishing, and
working as labours.

There is a primary school in the community. The pupils would
continue their study in secondary school.

There are two temples in the community. The Thai Yooi believe in the
spirit of house, ancestral spirits, the guardian spirit of water, and workings'

taboo.



The Thai Yooi would perfer to cure their sickness at the health station
in the community, and from folk medicines. Food patterns are from the natural
areas according the seasons.

Headmen have made many contributions to the community from the
past times to the present,

Recreation is related to the Buddhist rituals, such as, making merit of
the great incarnation, Thai new year, and setting adrift illuminated floats.

2. Family ways of life and changes in the community

The Thai Yooi's family unit is the extended family, and is patrilocal
The family unit has become a nuclear family at the present time, their houses are
still located near their grandfathers' houses.

The relationships between family and kinship system are very close in
terms of helping the sick, cremation ceremony, mariage ceremony, and making
merit.

The roles of the father are as the leader of the family, and the bread
winner. The roles of mother would be to take care of and socialize with their
children. The children show respect and use good manners toward their parents
and their relatives.

The family members gather natural foods from the forests near the
community, but natural foods have declined in quantity. The Thai Yooi éan buy
their foods from the town.

The house constructions have changed in style from the past to the
present. There are many materials in their constructions. Their clothes, which
are made of cotton, were woven and sewed themselves in the past, but are now
purchased in the city. The Thai Yooi people now rely on both modern and

traditional medicines.



3. The relationships between family institution and community

The Thai Yooi can adapt themselves in the globalization process. The
relationships between family institution and community are very close. They still
strongly believe in and practice Buddhism. They manage their environment in
order to preserve forests, water, and soil resources. In addition, social solidarity
exists in the process of ethnicily, and social gronps. Furthermore, in the
adaptation process, the Thai Yooi community can develop their culture in terms
of changes in occupations and economic ways of life. However, the Thai Yooi
people manage to maintain a strong conciousness of their ethnic personality,

identity, and culture.
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