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Y OF T E ISAN BANG FA|

The purpose of the study was to investigate the history, decoration, and beliefs of Isan
Bang fai. The study was conducted gualitatively using participant observations and interviews.

The research findings were as follows:Bup Bang fai, as carried out in June or the sixth lunar
month annuaily, were traditionally laid down by their Tai-Lao ancestors. The purpose‘of Bun Bang
fai was to pay respect to the rian God, known as, Paya Than. It was not clear where the tradition of
Bun Bang fai was onginated. The legends of Paya KanKag and Pha Dang Nang Ai indicated the
reasons for and the continaution of Bun Bang fai respectively.

Each Bang fai decoration concisted of the head, main body, the tail, ratcharot, lai sabdok,
yarbtong, varblao, sanlang, karbsan, and others that were detached from the given features.
Although there were similarities and differences in terms of matenials used, making methods,
shapes, and names, each province had its own special identification. Each chose its own Bang fai
making specialists and the whole making process was well advised by respected Bang fai
decorators who also worked very clossly with sculpture, painters, carpenters, leave-flower makers,
paper cutters, latex gluers, and blacksmiths. A Bang fai making, there fore, neéded specialists
working together to make an eraborated and complete Bang fai.

The beliefs conceming the Bang fai making especially the head, main body, and
accessories were either similar or different depending upon the Bang fai maker's or makers' belief.
Most Bang ta_[ makers decorated the heads of their Bang fai with Naga heads by putting them on
the top. The mian body of each Bang fai consisted of 3 or 4 doubie bamboo pipes, known as,
khoowode. The main decorated designs were divided into 5 types, namely, lai pracham yamn
(Rossetta and lozenge), lai pan prugsa (Floral design), lai krangk (Frame-like designy, lai fuang-uba
(Pendant design), and lai kled (Fish scale design). The accessories used for the decoration of a

[

Bang fai were painted plywoods, colorful cloth, and plastic flowers.
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