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Abstract

The purpose of the study is to investigate into ways of
life, Society, Culture tradition and history of tribal
inhabitants known as Tai-Phuen in the distriect of Amphueu
Banphue. These settling in the villages of Ban Klangyai; Ban
Nontasaeng, Ban Meungphan and Banphue are sampled as population.

1. The tribal community of Tai Phueu in Amphueu Banphue
descends ‘from the Lao-Phuen people, who were forcily moved,
then migrated from Xiangkhuang and Hua-Phan. Setting down in
the area presently called Awmphue Banphue in two apparent
Charateristics:

Tai-Phuen of Ban Klangyia are the descendents of the
Lao-Phuen. During the reign of King Rama III., in B.E. 2370,
tﬁe rebellion of King Anuvong of Vientiane was put down by the
‘Thai troop. The Lao-phuen and Lao-vieng were consequently made

noved to Bangkok. On the way, 11 Families of Lao-Phuen -asked for



the permission to stop at Xlangyvai, & flood plain at the side of
Phu-Phan mounbain range, setiled down there and spread to
neighboring area. Tai-Phuen of Ban Klangyai are thus the group
of Lac-Phuan which has inhabited in Amphue Banphue since the
parly Rattanakosin.

Aftervards, during the reign of Xing Rama V the Haw
from Yunan p?ovince invaded and plundered Xiengkhuang and Hua-
Phan. Unable te stand the troubled situation, the latter
smigrated some to Vientiane, Luangprabang, others to the area on
the bank of Meakhong River. When Haw later invaded Luangprabang,
and Vientiane, the Phueunin two eities including those in
Borikhan Mahachai Kongkaew aleng the riverbank nmigrated to
Thailand. The Lao-Phuen from Chiang Kham plain settled down in
Banphue, whereas some furthered Lo the Central Plain to the
relatives earlier moved as above mentioned.

The Lap-Phuen from Mueng-Mad, Mueng-Kasi fled at the
sane time inhabited at Ban Meungphan, Ban Kaluem, Bam Nongkaluem,
sn the left hank of MeaKhong River, the Phuaun inhabiting in the
zentral part, unable to either making an easy living or being
looked down .by the Thai people in the neighborhood, asked to be
allowed to resettle with their own Folks in Ban Phue.

The Phuen at PRan Nasida, however, are the ones fron

Thung Yang Utaradit Province migrating to a more fertile land.



2. ¥Ways of 1ife, society and cultuer of Tai-Phuen in
Amphue Banphue are mostly similar to other geneological tribes
of the Tai-Lao. As Yet, their practices and beliefs are different.
It 1is a society of spiritism and supernatural, enriched with
folkrites. They are now Buddhist, however, spirits haunting home,
rice-field, tree and stc, are worshipped alongside.

3. It is male-dominated society. ¥ife has to
prostrate herself (™Krab”) to husband before bedtime. For
example.Being a medium (to communicate with spirits to perform
this highlynoble practice, is restricted %o men only, In terms
of inheritance,the inheritor is the youngest child who is to
look after the old-aged parents. Concerning matrinomy, the son-
in-law has to live with the wife’s family. The Tai-Phuen is of
the tribe with a strongconsciousness of their indentity and

tribal culture their geneological history and language.
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