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Title

The Change in Ways of Esarn Family and Community :
A Phuthai Case

Researchers : Suwit Theerasasawat and Narong Upaan

Offiée : .. Department of History and Archaeology,

Faculty of Bumanities and Social Sciences,

‘ khothaen Uniieréity

Duration of Regearch : January-August 1995
Abstract

This research was aimed to study the history and origins of
Esarn Phuthais, the socio-economic change, especially that of
ways of family and ritual by choosing Ban Nong-o-yai, Tambon
Nonvang, Amphur Nonsoong, Mukdahan province as a site study. The
method use was mainly qualitative, and quantitative in some items.

The findings are concluded as follows :

1. The original site of Phuthais was around Muang Thang and
Muang Nanoy-Oynu in Sibsong Chuthai Country. In the reign of King
Rama I, they moved south to settle in Muang ¥ang and its
environs. After the King Anuwong's rebellion in the reign of
King Rama III, the Thai Go&ernment drove these Phuthais to settle
down in Esarn and around the Phuphan range. The Thai Government
raised the status of Phuthai community to Muang Guchinarai, Muang
“Phu Lanchang, Muang Vanqsooﬁg,v Muang Renu Nakon. nuang

.MSenangkanikom1”«Mnang,KhamkhuénanHJ;«Huang Pannanikom. and Muang



Warichapoom. At present the Phuthai community scatters among 494
villages, 33 amphurs, 9 provinces.

2. Ban Nong-o-yai - the Phuthai community moved from Muang
Wang in King Rama III's reign. They first settled down in Ban

Khamcha-ee, Ban Nong-soong (later upgraded to Muang Nongsoong)

and Ban Nonnamkhafm. They later separated from the above and came

to set up Ban Nong-o-yai in 1864, in the late reign of King Rama

Iv.

3. Phuthais' ways of 1life in Nong-o-vai prior to 1960 -
they relied on natural resources - soil, forests and water as the
sources of four necégsities. They also relied on supernatural
powers - ghosts during their sickness and the beginning of the
growing season. Since the introduction of crash crops to their
community - jute (1960-69), tapioca (1969 to present), cotton
(1975-77), Ruzy and Guinea grasses (1992 to present) - their ways
of life have changed : they rely less on food, accommodation and
medicine from forests and water because these forests have been
cut down for growing crash crops. Thus they increase their
expenses onh purchasing four necessities and farming technology
(tractors, chemical fertilizers, pesticides from town). The.
electricity introduced in 1969, apart from increasing expenses,
changed the villagers' 1lives - with more cohfort, wider
pefsbective; they turned to more town culture. With the

incompatibility between expenses and income from farming, the new

; ~u¥illageﬂgéna;ati6h~changedfto-offfiarming~profession and combined .

profession accounted for 60% while the single farming profession



40%. Besides, the new generation turned to growing more fruit
trees instead of working in rice fields or farms or both. The
roads connecting villages with towns in Esarn and in the central
region have enabled Nong-o—yai villagers to go to work in the
industrial sector and services thus bringing in a 1lot of money.
Meanwhile, town culture is also brought in.

4. In the past, the husbénd was much superior to the wife
~.ip .Phuthai .soCiety-uw'.the. wife. nad - to prostrate herself for
respect to her husband on holy days. It is no longer practised
today. The wife has a better status thanks to her education and
her bigger role in profession. Although several cultural aspectg
have changed, the Phuthais at Ban Nong-o-yai still maintain their
old customs and traditions, ‘especially monthly meritorious

functions, ten of them, including Hoop and Hoy burial ceremonies,

son-in-lawv beating, Poh Lam and ancestral ghosts.
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