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Title : Family Ways of Life and the Thai-Saek Ethnic Communi-

nity, Ban Bawa, Tambon Ta Rua, Amphoe Na Wa,
Changwat Nakhon Phanom.
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Abstract

The objectives of the research are to study general
characteristics of the community, family ways of 1life and
changes, and the family institution and community in the globali-
zation process. The study is a vear-long and uses qualitative
methodology and participatory research. In addition, guantita-
tive methodology is applied in order to test the validity and

reliability of the data.



Research results :

1. General characteristics - The Thai Saek commuunity of Ban
Bawa, both Mu 5 and Mu 7, has 215 households with a population
of 1,047. The community settlement is clustered near the Huay
Kae stream about 8 km from Amphoe Na Wa and 99 kms frowm Changwat

Nakhon Thanom. The land is flat and rice {ields surround thne

community. The climate 1is similar to that of the upper-Esan
region, and the crop. yields are usually good. Saek peopie

migrated from Laos to Adsamart village. Changwat Nakhon Phanom
in the era of the Ayutthava king of Prasat Thong. A droup of
Thai Saek people came to-Adsamart Village from Ban Na Kradan, Ta
Kag City, Laos, when it became a town. Due to the growth of the
town, the Thai Saek moved to Ban Don Samo. A few years later, a
part of the group migrated to Ban Bawa in order to improve their
ways of life and to eschew communicable disease. Thus, the Bawva
community was established in B.E. 2382.

The population of the Saeks are in the laborer force. Most
of the Saek people speak the Saek language, which is a branch of
the Thai language, and they practice the 12-month customs of the
Thai-Lao people. Some of their customs are different from other
ethnic groups; for example, the senior people have meals before
the others; widows are mnot allowed to remarry; and their wedding
ceremony is reduced to a one-day affair. Most of the Saek people
believe strongly in Buddhism.

. 2. Family.. lifestyles.: have. not ghénged a great deal. For

example, even though extended families have become nuclear



families, their houses are still located near their grandfathers'
houses. The patrilineal pattern is practiced in the community.
The vyoungest sons take care of their parents and receive an
inheritance from them. The kinship system is also strongly
evident. Fathers take care of and socialize with their sons, and
the mothers do the same with their daughters. The children show
respect and use g¢good manners toward their parents and their
-elders.

Thirty vyears ago the family members gathered natural
foods from the forests near the community. The foods were simple
-and the Thai Saek people believed in certain food taboos. At the
present time, however, natural foods have declined in quantity,
and the Thai Saek are forced to buy their foods in the open
market.

Their house construction has also changed over the past
30 years and modern styles have been adopted in the community.
In the past, the downstairs was built for raising animals, but it
is now wused for 1living area. The Thai Saek people 1love
c¢leanliness. In the past, their clothes were made of cotton
which they weaved and sewed themselves. In addition to folk
medicine, the Saek people now rely on modern drugs from the
tambon's health center.

3. The Thai Saek ethnic community has maintained its family
institution and its culturé'in the globalization process.  They
still strongly believe in and ﬁractice Buddhism, and they manage

their environment in order to preserve forests, water, and soil



resources. Furthermore, social solidarity exists in the process
of ethnicity, social groups, and the modernization process.
Throughout it all, however, the Thai Saek people manage to
maintain -a strong consciousness of their ethnic personality,

identity, and culture.
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