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CHAO PHO PHAYA LAE : BELIEFS AND RITUALS

This thesis aims to examine elements of the ritual conerning
respect to Chao Fho Phaya Lae and beliefs in Chao Pho Phaya Lae.

The examination is conducted through reviewing documentary data and

researches relating to traditions, rituals, and beliefs as well as
field data through observations apd interviews with local key
informants. The thesis findings are as follows:

There are 12 rituals alfogether concerning respect to Chao pho
Phaya Lae. The six personal rituals are: notification ritual, vow
ritual, illness prediction ritual, patient healing ritual, fate
prediction ritual, and spirit house setting-up ritual. The six
community rituals are: ritual of saérifice to Chao Pho Phaya lLae’s
soul, ritual of annual offering food and drinks to Chao Pho Phaya Lae,
ritual of the sixth lunar month festival, ritual of offering elephants
to Chao Pho Phaya Lae, ritual of offering baths to Chao Pho Phaya Lae,
and ritual of Chao Pho Phaya Lae festival.

In terms of elements of ritual, the following are found. There
are four places for performing rituals: the Spirit House of Chao Pho
Phaya Lae, the Monument of Chao Pho Phaya Lae, the Chao Pho Phaya Lae
Worshipping House at a medium’s house, and the Chao Pho Phaya Lae
Wofshipping House at a worshipper’s own house. In terms of persons
involved in the rituals, the mediums play the most important role. The

Chaiyaphum people believe that the mediums are those of Chao Fho Phaya



Lae who can act as mediums to communicate with the spirit, of Chao Pho
Phaya Lae. In terms of objects used in performing rituals, there are
flowers, joss-sticks, candles, a vessel containing five objects, and/
or a vessel containing eight objects. These things are assigned for
use in every ritual. Other objects depend on specific characteristics
of each ritual. In terms of the time for performing rituals, it
appears that personal rituals cannot be performed in the fixed time:
they can be performed at any time of the year; whereas, community
rituals can be performed in the fixed time. Stages of ritual
performance may be divided into two features: simple~stage rituals
such as notification ritual and complex-stage rituals such as the
ritual of sacrifice to Chao Pho Phaya Lae’s soul.

For beliefs in Chao Pho Phaya Lae, it reveals that belief
in performance of all the rituals are beliefs in spirits most with
integration of beliefs in Buddhism and Brahminism. The Chaiyéphum
people believe that, Chao Pho Phaya Lae is the most powerful spirit
in Chaiyaphum; is the king of spirits that guards the town; and is
equivalent to a high-ranking god.

For beliefs in dreams, the soul of Chao Pho Phaya Lae is believed
to be in an immortal state like a sacred god keeping the town peaceful,
so0 his soul comes to people’s dreams to foretell good and bad things.

For beliefs in auspicious objects, Chao Pho Phaya Lae’s
auspicious objects are believed to be sacred and able to help people

escape and safe from all dangers.
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