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Abstract

The purpose of this study are to examine how to give
the village names in Tha-Uthen Amphoe, Nakhorn Phanom Province
and to study the belief, morale, culture, custom and common
geography of Tha~Uthen Amphoe implied by those villagé names

Based on the 90 total village names studied, their word-
structures can be divided into one word, two words and three
words. The village names, nevertheless, can be categorized by
their meaning into 5 groups; those with geographical
description, those with non-description of geography, those
with the description of directions or regions of the village,

those with particularvdescription\and those with cultural title.



The mwmajority are those with geographical description whose
percentage is T4.44. The minority are those with the
description of directions or regions of the village which is
1.11 percent of the total data.

The results of +the study show that village names
clearly present their cultural, geographical and historical
facts.; that is to-say the common geography of Tha-Uthen is
composed of the fertile 1lowland with streams and their
branches of water courses when the minority of the area
comprises some plateaux with groves.; The village names also
show that some ethnic groups had moved from Lao in the riegn
of King Rama 3th (1828~1833 A.D), caused by the battle
between Théiland and Vietnam.: In addition, agricultural
culture, accommodation culture, the way of 1living, some
cultures concerning water, kinship and beliefé are clearly
studied from these village names.

It was found that 13.33 percent of the total data had
reached their phonological and morphological changes while some
of these had been replaced by other absolutly different names.
The majority of the tolal village names, at any rate, still

maintain their original forms.
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