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Title : The Case study of Indigenous Knowledges of Villagers
for Problem Solving in the family and Commmity : a
case study of thé drought crisis .at Ban Nongpailom,
Tambon Kuttum, Amphur Muang, Chaiyapum Province

Researcher : Mr. Jirawudh Poltﬁanee

Office : The Demonstration School, The Faculty of Education,
Khon Kaen University

Duration : May, 1992 - April, 1993

Abstract

This 1s a case study of Ban Nong Pai Lom, Tambol Kuttum,
Amphur Muang, Chaiyapum Province. It is a quantitative research
" study. Its purposes were to studf the villagers' wisdom in
solving problems of the family and the community during the time
of a drought crisis, to study the general condition, and the
changes in the community.

The results of the study showed that in the past the Nong
Pai Lom Community was rich in natural resources. Its villagers
successfully worked on their farms to earn their livings. They
had enough to eat through the year. However, when Chaiyapum - Bua
Yai Road was constructed, the Nong Pai Lom Commmity began to
change. It finally become a suburb influenced by the city's way
of life which put the emphasis on consuming cuitu.ne, and saw
money as the most important factor. The traditional farm products
decreased. Additioinally, the Nong Pai Lom Commumnity faced a
drought crisis which caused the failure of farm productibn. The

working-aged villagers migrated to 1labor in the industrial
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business sector. Subsequently, there was the lack of man power to
operate the farms. The farmers had to hlre others to replace
those who had left, and that automatically made the capital of
farm products higher. Thus, the villagers had to rely on the loan
from The Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperative
despite the deduction of -fa.rm products due to the drought crisis.

The result concerning the villagers' wisdom in solving the
family problems related to the drought revealed that so as to
fight against such problems they used a method of scattering
paddy seeds and letting them grow without transplanting the paddy
sp.rout‘s in the fields. However, fhey could produce some rice just
enough to consume, not enough to sell. In the past, when there
was a drought, the villagers solved their problems by exchanging
things for rice with relatives or people in other villages, and
they were quite welcome to do so. Raising farming spooks, water
genies, and housing spirits reflected traditioinal rites
conéerm’.ng indigenious cultural wisdom that the villagers in Ban
Nong Pai Lom had done in order to ask for good rains_, and crops.
In addition, the by-product they received was that it gave them
mental support in planting crops during a new planting season. On
the contrary, the new generation thought that all the traditional
rites were outdated; they were too slow a process. Some families
in Ban Nong Pai Lom had tried to créate household jobs for the
families' members to do all the year round after the planting
season so they would not have to work elsewher. Such jobs were,

for example, weaving, selling material, and raising livestock.
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A suggestion to help solve the problem concerning the new
generation's ignorance of the community traditions is that the
improvement of the educational system. The sy;stem should provide
the learners with strong and firm wisdom, and support each
individual's potentiality. The study of the villagers' wisdom
will help support the learning process. Moreover, the
government's devloping agencies and the private sectors should
help provide the villagers with a learning network. Thus, they
can deliberately and widely use their indigenous wisdom to solve
the family and commmity problems that occur during the time of

drought.
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