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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research vwere to study the commu-
nity backgronnd and changes, and to analyze the indigeneous
knowledge of villagers for solving problems in the family and
community concerning the characteristics, factors, and
consequences of labor migratiohs.

This study used a qualitative methodology. Ban Hin Tan
was selected as a community case study. Participant observation
and interview guides were applied. The community study was done
by the assistant researcher during ARugust-September 1992. The
major researcher was also in the field for collecting and
verifying data in terms of validity and reliability.

The results of this studv were as follows :

1. The community background and changes. Ban Hin Tan

wvas a clustered and small village which was 43 years old. The



(%)

total area was 1,500 rai. The main occupation was agriculture.
The kinship system was still strong in the present time. The
school offered only primary education. The villagers believed in
Buddhism. Electicity was introduced since 1987. Transportation
was good. The economic status of this community was poor.

2. The analysis of the indigeneous knowledge of villagers
for solving problems in the family and community. It could be
said that the villagers could solve their problems of poverty by
using their indigeneous knowledges to migrate out of the
community to become sugar-cane workers in Kanchanaburi province,
emplovees in Bangkok, and brick-maaking's workers in Nakorn
Pathom province ~in ~ short-time labor migrationms. The
characteristics of sources of worﬁ, life styles, and social
velfare were different from one to another. The push factor,
which was economic, was more important than the pull factor. The
cohsequences of labor migration vwere good in term of the
improvement‘ of villagers' quality of 1life, and communityy

security and happiness.
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