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THE SURIN PEOPLE’S WORLDVIEWS FROM THE JARTANG BROEN SUNG TEXTS

The purposes of the study of the worldviews of the Surin’s

people from the jariang broen sung texts are as follow : 1, to explore

the components, performance practices and the steps of the jariang
broen performances in Amphoe Muang, Surin province ; 2, to find out
the content,s of the Surin people worldviews as found in the jariang
broen texts of three aspects on human being, on‘nature, and super
natural being. The data for analysis were collected from written
materials and field work materials. The field work materials were

obtained from interviews and observations. Sixteen jariang broen

singers and a number of the key informents on Surin culture were
interviewed. The results of the study are as follow :

The jariang broen performing has been developed from a

traditional vocal genre of the Thai-Khmer people in southern Isan.
The performance consists of male and female singers singing back and
forth, emphasized on the beauty of the texts, voices, and melodies.

The jariang broen are hired to perform for various occasions and

ceremonies, especially, funerals and ash rite for tue dead. One
hundred and forty four jariang broen texts were analized, the common
format of the performance consisted of the following steps : paying
respect to the teachers, talking the host, questions and answers,

myths, Jjataka tales, miscellaneous, and farewell songs. The contents



of the texts mostly deal with the stories related to the Buddhist
rules.

The worldviews on the human beings mentioned about the
following aspects : praising the men as brave and hard working persons,
codes of conduct for sons and daughters toward their parents, how to
form the unity for the community, paying attention to the transferring
process of old traditions and rituals of the society, paying respect
to the royal institution, including an understanding of democratic
government.. The worldviews on nature concerned about applications of
the natural beings to serve the four basic needs of human being.

In terms of the worldviews on super natural being dealed with thoughts,
beliefs, and faiths. These phenomena are the combination of the
buddhist doctrines and the holiness of Bharman’s god, including the
magics according to magical and astrological beliefs. Because of the
thought and the beliefs mentioned above, these traditions and beliefs

are still being practiced among the Thai-Khmer in Surin province.
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