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THE SANDONTA RITUAL AT BAN KRAHAT, TAMBON KRAHAT, AMPHOE CHOMPHRA,

SURIN

The purpose of this research was threefold, namely, to
investigate factors of Sandonta ritual, relationship between the
Sandonta ritual and ways of life of ethnic Thai-Khmer people, and
folk beliefs of Krahat people regarding the Sandonta ritual.

Research data was based on research material and field work.

The results of the study were as follows:

The main purpose of the Sandonta ritual was to show kindness
and pay great respect for spirits of ancestors of ethnic Thai-Khmer
people. The Sandonta ritual was performed in three levels, namely,
family, kinship group, and community or village levels. At the family
and kinship group levels, members of each family and kinship group
of the same ancestors performed the ritual together by having a
respected elderly as their leader. He or she would act as a mediator
between spirit of Sandonta and the living kins and relatives. As for
the community or village level, respected individuals, such as head
layman, head teacher, and head monk, took their lead in performing
ritual activities. The head layman, teacher, and head monk took their
lead in relligious activities, providing gifts, and satisfying the
villagers’spiritual needs respectively. The ethnic Thai-Khmer people

provided all of the offerings not Jjust for the Sandonta spirit but



also for the God of Rice (Mea Posocp) and ghosts thal. were supposed

to take card of the rice fields. Those spirits were believed to assist
in attaining plenty of food for the people. The Sandonta ritual
performed at three levels (family, kinship group, and community or
village! took place at the home of the individual family, the home

of the respected elderly of each kinship group, and the village temple
respectively. The Sandontz ritual was performed annually on the last
two days of the last phase of the tenth month ot the Chinese calendar.

The relationship between the Sandonta ritual and the ways of
life of the ethnic Thai-Khmer people was a long and lasting one.

It related to them from birth to death. Each time the individual
member or members of family or families in the village performed

a ritual or a ceremony, the spirit of the Sandonta was automatically
invited to take part at such ritual or ceremony.

The ethnic Thai-Khmer people traditionally believed in the
Sandonta spirit. They believed that the Sandonta spirit had tremendous
spiritual power over their life. The people who did not believe in or
perform the Sandonta ritual were socially sanctioned. They were accused
of being unkind to their ancestors. Their life would be a failure and
they could not live happily. Therefore it was their duty to please
their Sandonta spirit so that he could help them to achieve happier
life and get more rain for their rice fields. The folk belief in the
Sandonta ritual not only acted as a social norm but also brought peace,

discipline, friendship, and harmony to the people at Ban Krahat.
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