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TRADITIONS AND RITUALS CONCERNING MAHESAK (SPIRITS OF ANCIENT TOWN RULERS)

IN AMPHOE PHANOMPHRAI, CHANGWAT ROI-ET

The purpose of the research is to study the elements of traditions,
and rituals concerning Mahesak, as well as beliefs related to the ways of
life of the people in Amphoe Phanomphrai, Roi-Et province. The data were
collected from related literature and field work using participatory
observation and interviews of local key informants.

The results are as follows:

A total of 15 traditions and rituals related to Mahesak spirits
are practiced among the people in Amphoe Phanomphrai, five and ten of
which are considered to be communal and personal, respectively. Under
the first category are the celebration of Mahesak spirits, Bong Fai (Thai
rockets), boat racing, communal merit-making, and Songkran festivals.

The latter includes the rituals of informing, meditating, chasing devils,
healing sickness, building a house, building a spirit house, blessing

an automobile, requesting a baby and giving birth, and relieving black
magic.

Based on the analysis, Thiam, or a person who communicates between
Mahesak spirits and the people, plays the most important role, as he is
‘believed to be possessed by Mahesak spirits, who enable him to communicate
with the spirits very conveniently. Ritual performances are carried out

in three different sites, namely, Don Horhong ¢(a village spirit house),



Hor Bucha (Thiam’s spirit shelf), and Wat Klang Udomwet pagoda. Before
presenting an offer, Thiam is entitled to prepare kits of flowers,
candles, scents, chewing nuts and tobacco, known locally as khanha or
khanpaed. Each ritual performance may require more than just the
offering kits, and the procedural arrangements of each ritual differ from
those of the others. For instance, an informing ritual has a simple
procedure while the celebratién of Mahesak spirits has a long and
complicated one.

The people’s beliefs are related predominantly to spirits and
ghosts. Nevertheless, the people in Phanomphrai also believe in Buddhism
and Brahmanism. With regard to all ritual performances, the Mahesak
spirits are believed to have more power than any spirits in the community.
They are believed to have been rulers holding statuses as high as those
of religious supreme beings.

The relationship between Mahesak spirits and the people’s ways
of life continues to exist. The belief in Mahesak spirits satisfies the
the spiritual needs of both the people and their community. The'spirits
are believed to keep peace, bring good crops and food for people and
animals, and protect villagers and townspeople from evil spirits. As a
result, the people in Phanomphrai have been closely related to Mahesak

spirits throughout their lives.



The influence of the Mahesak at a personal level can be
observed in several occasions, such as in healing sickness by using
magic and in solving personal problems related to health and occupation.
At a social level, the Mahesak spirits are accepted among family members,
relatives, and ethnic groups. Mahesak spirits, therefore, support the .

unity and relationships of 'the people in Phanomphrai.
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