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LAM PHLOEN, A THEATRICAL GENRE OF NORTHEAST THAILAND : A CASE
STUDY OF BAN PHAENG, TAMBON PHAENG, AMPHOE KOSUM PHISAI,

MAHA SARAKHAM:

This thesis was aimed at investigating backgrounds of
Ban Phaeng Lam Phloen Troupes, steps of performance,
economic and social conditions of producers and performers of
the troupes, as well as audience’s admiration for their
performances. The investigation was made through four sample
groups: village key informants, producers, performers, and
audiences. Data were collected through observations and
interviews. The findings are follows:

1. Ban Phaeng was established approximately 170

years ago by a group of immigrants from Amphoe Wapeepathum,
Maha Sarakham. At present, Ban Phaeng is divided into four
administrative villages: Mu 1, Mu 9, Mu 11 and Mu 13,
respectively. The villagers here believe in Buddhism, hold
similar traditions and customs to those of Isan people in
general, and speak the Thai Isan dialect. The village’s economy
depends upon the chief occupation of rice farming, and momentous
supplementary occupations include rush (genus Cyperus) mat
weaving and Lam Phloen performance. In the village at present
there are three Lam Phloen troupes: Sao Noi Phet Ban Phaeng,

Bua Rim Bung Rung Lam Phloen, and Mekkhala Lam Phloen Troupe.



2. Backgrounds and steps of Ban Phaeng Lam Phloen
performance:

2.1 Ban Phaeng first founded Mo Lam troupe in about
1958, and all the producers and performers were the people in
this village. Their performance had simple steps and techniques.
It was in 1961 that Lam Phloen was first established in the
village, using trainers from other localities. Ban Phaeng Lam
Phloen has been continually developed and it has been gaining
admiration from the people in general since the establishments
of the Sao Noi Phet Ban Phaeng Lam Phloen Troupe in 1977, the
Bua Rim Bung Rung Lam Phloen Troupe in 1979, and the Mekkhala
Lam Phloen Troupe in 1984.

2.2 In terms of steps of performance, all the three
troupes of Ban Phaeng Lam Phloen have similar steps: paying
homage to teachers, troupe opening, troupe show, singing, and
saying farewell, respectivety.

3. Economic and social conditions of Ban Phaeng Lam
Phloen producers and performers:

3.1 A total of 98.10 per cent of the producers and
performers chiefly earn their livings by rice farming and earn
an everage income by performing Lam Phloen performing for more
than 20,000 baht per annum. The producers and performers spend
these incomes on daily life expenses. The villagers realize the

importance of Lam Phloen performance, so they encourage their



household children to hold the Mo Lam singing occupation because
they believe it is an honest occupation and it can bring in high
incomes
" 3.2 Most of the Ban Phaeng Lam Phloen producers and
performers are under 20 years of age, have their domiciles in
Ban Phaeng, have finished primary education, have no position
in the village, used to participate in village development
activities, feel proud of making fame for their own localitiy,
and are satisfied with the Mo Lam occupation.

4. The audience of different ages are fond of comic
performance most; next from most are dancers and music
respectively. In addition, the audience views that Lam Phloen
performance is an art which indicates the Isan people's
identity, that it is an honest occupation, and that all the

producers and performers should be recognized by the society.
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