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BELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE WAX CASTLE PARADE FESTIVAL IN
SAKON NAKHON |

The purpose of this study is to investigate the belief
and development of the wax castle parade festival in Sakon
Nakhon. The study is conducted by means of documentary
research as well as observations and interviews of key-
informants and people involved in organizing the festive
event under investigation.

The study reveals that the wax castle festival takes
place at the end of Buddhist Lent, when Buddhists assemble to
construct wax castles to offer to the lord Buddha. Another
purpose of such practice is to make merit and offer it to the
spirits of their ancestors. the belief underlying the
festive activity results from a cohbination of beliefs
concerning dedhism, ghosts and spirits, and Brahmanism.
However, there are two beliefs tending to be closely related
to the wax castle tradition: the belief about the merit a
monkey makes by offering a honeycomb to the lord Buddha, and
the one concerning the lord Buddha’s miraculous act which
enables all the three worlds to see one another.

The wax castle festival was originally held solely by
local people in the community. A number of government and
private sectors, however, have recently been taking active
roles in promoting the tradition, the head body being Sakon
Nakhon Municipality.

In terms of shapes and constructional styles, wax
castles are of four major types, representing four
evolutionary stages, namely, wax castles with the shape of

phra that, those with the shape of a spirit shrine, those

with the shape of a butsabok tower, and those with the shape

of a chaturamuk tower, respectively. Each of these castles



is a model structure decorated with wax in various designs.
Finally, the parade, which was formerly formed in a simple

arrangement, has now been neatly and stylishly designed as an

elaborate spectacle.
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