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ATAWUIN U
A Research Prdject
on the Conservation of the Historical Cities

in the Muang Tam Area, Buriram

Preamble

Prasat Muang Tam contains significant archaeological
avidence of religious acﬂivities dating to the sleventh
century, the same period as Prasat Phanom Rung. The construc-
tion of relidgicus places of wofship for the residence of gods
and man was firmly established in that period, and develcped
by artisans and skilied labourers. Evidence provided by
extant sites within one kilometre of Prasat Muang Tam reveals
ancient settlements constructed in the same period as the
Prasat, and there were at least twenty communities and many
religious monuments within this area. These communities were,
however, abandoned in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
due Lo, among other reasons, political problems. Later, in
the nineteenth century, settlers migrated to live there and
founded permanent villages, with the pbpulatfon increasing to

what it is today.

Population growth and new settlements by ethnic groups

may in future affect the conservation of these ancient

¢

monuments., I+ has therefore become necessary Lo study the
process of these communities' historical develcpment, from

he present, and all\aspects of their sccio-

C
ot

the past t

tural conditions.

-

econmomic and cu
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Objective

The main objectives of the project are ;-

- +0 study the communities currently surrounding Prasat
Muang Tam, with emphasis on their socio-economic and

cultural aspect.

- 0 study the relationship between the communities and
+he ancient sites, their functions and the positive
aspects in the sense that communities somehow belong

to their historical heritade:

- to0o study the impact of tourism on ancient monuments,
and its attraction for communities in Thaiiand at

present:

- to seek the criterion through this study which will
persuade villagers to maintain a pbsitive attitude
for the preservation of ancient monuments and to use

them appropriately:

- Lo study the potential for tourism and encourade good

environmental development of the communities.,



Scope and Method

Th

he first phase of the research project will extend

-
.

for abaout nine months (September 1991 - May 1892). This will
involve the selection of the sites arcund Prasat Muang Tam and

the nine villages to be studied.

The methodology of the study will employ qualitative

v

reszarch using the technigques of anthropclogy, oral history,

o
Ia

and folklore as inter-disciplinary studies. Kesearchers will

collect data by means ¢of participant-observaticn and inter

views with key-informants. Emphasis will be placed cn the

o~

tistorical development, and socio-economic and cultural condi
tions of these communities, In additicn to fieldwork, as
primary source of data, secondary sources will be researched

in support of the findings.

2. The secbnd phase of_the project will encompass a
five-year period, (1992-1996). A research team will be
formed ccnsisting of local resource persons of various discip
lines, such as historian, anthropologist, scciclogist,
archaeologist, and educator,vamong other possibilities, drawn
from government institutions, and non-government orgdanizations

(NGOs) . The scope of this study will expand to cover north

astern Thailand. The names of these researchers wiil be

()

proposed at the end of the tirst phase of Lhe res2arch.



"
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Schedule

The first phase of this research covers the nine months

from September 1991 to May 1982, and consists of the following

stages!?

- a general survey of the communities in the Prasat Muang
Tam area, to be conducted in the first month of tha

proj=2ct:

- the collection of documentary data by researchers, in

the first two months of the project:

- intervigws with key informants between the third to

fifth months:
- processing of the data dervied from surveys/interviews:
- writing up the final report:

- translation of the final report into English:

Researchers

s ODr.Paitoon Mikusol
Associate Professor of Liberal Arts,
Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University,

Nonthaburi 11120.



2. r.5oroche orakhamvichai
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Assistant Professor
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