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THE ROLES OF LAM KION IN POLITICS

This study aims to investigate the roles of Lam ¥lon in
politice, both the roles of Mo Lam Klon as a politically »
communicative agent and the reflection of political worldviews.
The field work study is conducted through interviews given to
a sample of 23 key informants and the analysis of 115 poems of
Klon Lam used for communication in politics after the change of
the Thai govermnment during 1932-1988.

The findings of this study reveal the roles of Lam Klon
in politics as follows:

The study leads to an understanding of the roles of
Mo Lam Klon as the leader of local people concerning through
or ideas and as the cdordinator of the government and the
people, and among the people themgelves. The Mo Lam Klon who
plays this politic role often is the one‘who is intelligent,
efficient, popular, and recognized by the society and locality.
He succeeds in Mo Lam Klon Profession, and he is regarded as a
great teacher of Mo Lam Klon. Besides, Mo Lam Klon works as an
agent of political communication for the government agencies
involving the mass of people and country development. The
involved agencies are the Department of Public Relations,
education, government, public health, ngtional power resources,
agriculture, and irrigation. It is the political communication
concerning better changes by means of campaign, invifation, and
transmission of information and knowledge of politics in the

past and at the present.



The study leads to an understanding of the roles of
Lam Klon as an agent of political communication in three important
roles as follows:

The roles in transmission of government policies to
citizens are played by being the government's propagandist in order
to publicize, persuade, and campaign for the citizens to vote for
their representatives, to reinforce the unity of citizens, to uwge
the people to possess loyalty to the Nation, the Religion, and the
King, to induce the communist insurgents to surrender to the
government agencies, to campaign for defence and suppression of
drugs, to acquaint the people with knowledge about family planning,
to have the refrain from consumption of uncooked fish, to move
toward literacy and reafforestation.

The rolesg of Lam Xlon in transmission of the people‘'s
thoughts to government agencies are played by being the people's
spokesman in order to identify the real problems occuring amongst
the local people for their consideration and best solution, such
as the ob;igations, performance, and conduct of the government
officials, and the failure of some of the govermment's development
projects. ’

The roles of Lam Klon in transmission of certain
thoughtsr. of the people to the people are played by being the
medis concerning democratic ways of government, the presentation
of events happening at the same time as the Lam Klon and in the
past, and also the record of political history.

The study leads to an understanding of the roles of Lam

Klon in the reflection of pelitical worldviews as follows:



The worldviews of the desired and undesired
qualifications of politicians are found. The desired politician
shoﬁld possess goodness, virtues, knowledge, abilities, patience,
honesty, responsibilities for his duty, thinking of common good
more than of personal advantage. The undesired politician is the
one who lacks knowledge, ability, virtues, honesty, and sincerify;
he is crazy about his authority and nobility, selfish, and he
thinks of his own advantages more than of common good.

Concerning the worldviews of the govermment regime,
it is found that Lam Klon reflects three govermment regimes:
absolute monarchy in which only the king is the highest authority
to rule the country. This regime is unfair because the people
have no rights and votes to administer the country., It dissatisfies
the people and it causes revolution and changes to the democratic
regime. This happened in 1932, It is found about democracy that
the democratic govermment is the govermment by the peoﬁle and for
the people; the constitution is the highest law to govern the
country. This regime is the most satisfactory one for the people
because everyone is under the law and is equal. It can be seen
from the feedbacks of the thoughts concerning such principles of
democracy as reasoning, acceptance, equality, morality, capability
of self-development, self-governing, and freedom. However, Lam
Klon reflects the thoughts about weak pointe of the democratic
government which cannot make the Thai govermment truly democratic.
This ie because the military dictatorial govermment is exercised.
It lacks the principle of reasoning of both leading persons and
the people under the democratio governrent. The corruption of

government officials and the unjust use of laws in administering



the country by the government officials are reflecteds Concerning
the communism regime, it is found in Lam Klon that it is an undesired
systems This is because it is a conflict of democracy and it is the
politic regime which causes confuéions to the people of the worlde.
This regime is led by the USSRe The communism has disguised in

the form of guerillas infiltrating in all parts of Thailand.

‘ In relation to the worldvieﬁs-of social models, the
contents of Klon Lam reflect the'thoughts aboﬁt social models in

two aspects! ideal society and actual society. The ideal society

is reflected as a good society full of fertility, advancement, and
happiness as expected by the péople from the provision of the
govermment, and it is the hope of the govermnment to provide these
things for the people. The actual society, it is found in Klon Lam,
reflects actual social conditions today. These conditions are the
authentic form of society concerning the differences between the
group of govermment official profession and the group of agricultural
ocecupation, the corruption of the govermment officials, the problems
of poverty of the people, and the classifications of people in the

socisty.
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