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Bamboo Handicraft in the Northeast, Thailand
An Abstract

The major purposes of this atudy are two folds: 1) to
study type and form of vamboo handicrafts produced by the
villagers with special focus on original patterning and
anticipating characteristica relating to changing
environment, and 2) to study problems and barriers in
producing bamboo works

. To collect data, an experiment, and observation, and an
expert interview and analysis were employed. The study found
that the villagers used yellow bamboo for a basket-work type.
The work produced by the villagers fell into 9 categories as
follow: 1) kitchen Utensils 2) fishing tools, 3) household Utensils
4) construction equipment, 5) agricultural tools, 6) animal farm
tools, 7) recreation instruments, 8) symbols of belief, and 9)
miscellaneous such as hats, fans, and the like,

To develop the northeastern bamboo handicrafts, local
characteristics including materials, processes, and tools should
be concerned and preserved. In addition, the design should bve

emphasized on structure, form, putterning, color, and utilization
of the work.

The study also revealed the problems and barriers relating.
to the bamboo work. The crucial problem was people's wrong concept
toward the work, They perceived that bamboo work was work for
only the prisoners and the old. Teenagers and young adults did
not pay much interest on this work. Due to the old, they did not
want to change their producing techniques which caused the limit
of design and patterning.

Another problem relating to this issue was the shortage
of major materials such as bamboo and rattan because the villagers
did not have a habit to replace resources they used, They believed
that if they did that, they would have a shorter life. Msarketing
was also a problem that needed to be promoted nationally and
internationally.
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